FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...

September brings with it the change of sea-
sons. We are back in school year routines, we are
back to our “normal” worship/choir/Sunday School
schedule, we are finding our
long pants and hoodies again,
we are relishing some cooler
' days. All of this just reminds us
that change is inevitable and we
are called to remember that Je-

& sus is with us through it all. On
WHORGIERS the good days, on the hard days,
bl - in the warmth, in the chill, in the
highs and the lows, Jesus jour-
neys with us. We are never
alone. This is always a good reminder for us, no
matter the season.

I do hope you will join us as we return to
our fuller schedule. Our choir will begin rehearsing
again on September 13th — our first Sunday back
with two services — and they will sing in second
service a  couple g : i
weeks after that. Our
handbell choir will
begin to rehearse on jag
September 20th after §
worship. So many = e
opportunities to try something you havent done
before and see how God might be calling you to

joshare a musical
gift. Even if you
@ don’t read music,
M if you are interest-
‘ed in exploring the
handbell choir, Debbie is an excellent teacher for
this communal instrument. If you can count, you
can be in the handbell choir!

Additionally, September 13th will be our
day of Faithful Action as we witness to the Chris-
tian call to love our neighbors. If you have ques-
tions, feel free to reach out to Nikki Georgia, who
is coordinating this event for us.
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We will be one of many churches throughout our
Northern Illinois Annual Conference who will be
hosting events that day.

We have a special gift on the last Sunday
of the month. Daniel Holmes had a spot open up
on his calendar, and will be leading worship that
day at both services. Many of you enjoy his mu-
sic, and so I'm sure you’ll add that as a “must at-
tend” day for worship.

I look forward to seeing you in worship
this Fall!

September 6 9:15am
3 John 2-8
Holy Communion
Books I’'ve Not Preached
on Before:
Share the Love

September 13 8:00am/10:30am
Leviticus 19:1-4, 9-17, 33-36
Books I've Not Preached
on Before:
Fleshing Out the Commandments

September 20 8:00am/10:30am
2 Chronicles 34:29-33
Books I’'ve Not Preached
on Before:
Renewed in the Word

September 27 8:00am/10:30am
Dan Holmes leads worship

Pastor Katie Voigt



SEE THE GOOD
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15 THIS POISON VY

I saw this Frazz cartoon from the Chicago
Tribune. 1t’s a cartoon, so there’s a punchline.
Aside from that, the contents are usually questions
between a student and the school custodian, Frazz.
Frazz or the student will always answer the other
with another question, leaving the reader to decide
which is more important.

Science and Computer Generated Imaging
allow us to see things that don’t exist anymore. Too
often we fail to see what does exist. Yes, with all the
natural disasters this summer, we see the good in
people doing whatever they can to help and comfort
victims. What we may fail to see is that such good-
ness and willingness binds us together more than the
divisiveness of today separates us. May someone in
the future never see that as extinct.

Michael DeBenedetto
FAITHFUL ACTION

You are invited to join the Northern Illinois
Conference Faithful Action on Sunday, September
13th at noon in front of the church. The purpose is
to bear witness to God's commandment to "love
your neighbor as yourself" and acknowledge the hu-
manity and dignity of our immigrant sib-
lings. Gather with us for a time of prayer, singing,
and reflection. Signs are welcome and should re-
flect our UM values. Seating is available, but please
request it in advance if possible. Please note that
the driveway on the north side of the church will be
blocked off from 11:45am - 12:45pm to accommo-
date participants.

Faithful Action
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Lay and clergy members of Northern Illi-
nois Conference numbering 657 gathered to prac-
tice hope at their annual session, held June 14-16
at the Schaumburg Renaissance Convention Cen-
ter.

Practicing Hope, the NIC’s theme of the
year, was highlighted in the conference’s presenta-
tions and worship. Bishop Schwerin delivered his
Episcopal Address on June 15th. “In this dark
time, we might be stronger if we practiced hope. I
love the idea that we are not alone; we practice
hope as a community of faith,” Bishop Dan
Schwerin said when introducing the theme last
year.

“Hope is like a refuge,” Bishop Schwerin
said. He was not, however, talking about escape
but the biological idea of refugia, a pocket of safe-
ty that allows species or populations to survive
hostile conditions on their way to their next phase.
Drawing on Debra Rienstra’s book Refugia
Faith, he envisioned for the Northern Illinois Con-
ference a hope that cares for the marginalized and
expects a positive future. God teaches the power
of refugia through what seems small and inconse-
quential, he observed.

He called it an opportunity “for letting go
of Christendom as domineering and dominating
with its colonialism, Christian nationalism, and
coziness with toxic power, sucking up to empire—
only to get ghosted by the oligarchs—that we may
be healed by Jesus.”

An Annual Conference statistics summary:
Membership stands at 56,158, down 2,452 from
the previous year.


http://umcnic.org/ac2026
https://www.umcnic.org/news/2026-will-be-a-year-of-hope

ANNUAL CONFERENCE, continued

Worship attendance stands at 15,205,
down 91. Church school attendance stands at
2,828, down 31. Professions or reaffirmations of
faith for 2025 stand at 221, down 77. Adults and
young adults in small groups for 2025 stand at
8,359, down 264. Worshipers engaged in mission
stand at 326, down 146.

Carol Dunn and Robin Kessell
MISSIONS

AUGUST RECAP
Veteran Housing and Recovery Program

Jane and Wayne Buck are organizing a
grilled steak, sides, and dessert dinner for the vets
in the Veteran Housing and Recovery Pro-
gram at Fairchild Hall in Union Grove on Labor
Day, September 7™. They will deliver our Wish
List Collection at the same time. What a wonder-
ful treat for the Vets! Thanks to all for helping us
with this project.

The Wisconsin Department of Veterans
Affairs (WDVA) operates the Veterans Housing
and Recovery Program (VHRP), which provides
temporary housing, job training, and supportive
services to veterans who are homeless or at risk
of homelessness. This program is attached to Fair
Child Hall in Union Grove, Wisconsin.

Feed My Starving Children was on AUgust15th .
| T -

CROP Walk

The 2026 Northern Lake County CROP
Walk is almost here and it’s time to think about
walking or sponsoring your favorite walkers!
There are four churches participating this year,
Lake Villa UMC, UPC of Grayslake, St. Ignati-
us Episcopal, and of course, UMCA. Twenty five
percent of the money raised will go directly to
PADS locally. Walk Day is Sunday, October
I11TH at 1:00pm, and registration is now open
at events.crophungerwalk.org or see the QR Code
on the flyer in the hallway. We will be available
in Wesley Hall to answer questions. and to help
you sign up and donate. too.

MISSIONS, continued

Thank you in advance for making this
year’s Walk a success! Learn more about CROP
Walk and Church World Service at https:/
events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/home and check
out our church website and Facebook.

PADS Lunch Preparation will be on September
9™ at 11:00am in the church kitchen. We’ll share
lunch together and then deliver to Waukegan.

LOOKING AHEAD TO OCTOBER

Kids Above All Christmas Drive and Feed My
Starving Children both take place on Saturday,
October 17th, 11:30am -1:15pm.

Next Meeting will be September 14™ at 9:30am.
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Backpacks for Kids

Carol Cichonski

Thrivent Projects

Thrivent is a com-
pany that has partnered with Wine to Water and
SolarBuddy to enhance the general quality of life
for people in global areas of need. They provide
water filters to develop water sanitation and hy-
giene solutions, now over 35,000 water filters.
Thrivent also provides solar lighting solutions to
children and families living in energy poverty.

On August 9" our congregation took part
in assembling kits of each kind. We constructed
six water filters and three solar lamps. We also
wrote notes of encouragement. The completed kits
were turned in by the Missions Committee.



http://events.crophungerwalk.org/
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/home
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/home

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Music Ministry

The Chancel Choir did a wonderful job
performing a beautiful cantata under the expert ba-
ton of Nicole Heyl the first week of June. Much
work was put in on a weekly basis as well as extra
rehearsals. Nicole beautifully decorated with a col-
orful backdrop and flowers.

Over the summer the choir and the Hand-
bell Choir have taken a much deserved break
while many folks have stepped forward to sing and
play our special music. In September, the week
after Labor Day, September 13th, the Chancel
Choir will resume practices and the Handbell
Choir will resume on September 20th.

Debbie Gillette, Diretor of Music
Special Music

SPECIAL MUSIC
Why Me?
Ardy Lange
Accompaned by:

Barry Fey, double bass
Nathan Foy, guitar

MUSIC DEPARTMENT, continued

Rebecca Reckamp and Pastor Katie



CHRISTIAN WELLNESS MINISTRY

Golden Gems

We have held two luncheons so far this
year. At GG#2 (summer picnic) we had more
guests than ever before with 46 in attendance! For
entertainment, we had a brother and sister called
the Center Stage Singers; they are in high school
and sang show tunes. GG#3 will be held on Sep-
tember 10th; we are in the planning stage
now. Invitations have gone out, the menu select-
ed, team members are choosing what to
cook. Nicole Hyel helped us tremendously by
identifying singers who could help by providing
30 minutes of entertainment at GG. We feel so
relieved to now have a number of entertainers to
ask for their help at GG. Most are members from
the PM&L Theater that do cabarets.

AED, CPR and First Aid

Eight persons attended a CPR and First
Aid (adult and pediatric) class at the Antioch Fire
Station on July 23rd. Those in attendance were
Mike DeBenetto, Andrea Zachotina, Richard and
Lauren Franzen, Barb Cantrell, Pastor Katie, me
and Henry, a member of the community. The
names of those representing UMCA will be posted
on the side of the AED for reference in case of an
emergency.

The battery for the AED will expire in a
few months and will need replacing; the batteries
last for five years. The pediatric pads which were
donated to us from Second Chance Solutions
(company that supplied the AED) have expired
and will be replaces at the same time.

[ was given the name of a person at the
Lake County Health Department as a source that
may be able to help us obtain free EpiPens or the
new nasal spray for severe allergic reactions. I
will keep everyone informed should this happen
via the Sunday bulletin and Messenger.

Fall Vaccine Clinic

We are in the planning stages with Antioch
Walgreens. In the past several years, two pharma-
cists have used their day off to provide this service
to our church family. Those over 65 years will
have the opportunity to receive the high dose flu
vaccine. Covid vaccine will also be available; both
vaccines can be given in different arms on the
same day. We aim to schedule the clinic for mid-
September to early October depending on the
pharmacists’ schedules. The clinic will be on a
Saturday morning from 10:00am to 12 noon as
usual. The date will be placed in the Sunday bulle-
tin and the Messenger about one month prior; a
sign-up sheet will be placed in Wesley Hall.

MORE ON CHRISTIAN WELLNESS

The first mRNA vaccine for flu has recent-
ly been approved by the FDAReports are that it
has a slightly higher temporary local and systemic
reactions such as arm pain, fatigue and muscle
aches. Reports are that this vaccine received accel-
erated approval based on "robust immune and anti-
body response" as compared to the traditional vac-
cines. The FDA has mandated that post marketing
studies are to be continued. The CDC has recom-
mended that those over 65 years with compro-
mised immune systems should receive two doses
of Covid vaccine six months apart due to declining
immune response. The recommendation also in-
cludes discussing two vaccinations with your doc-
tor which seems most appropriate, month prior; a
sign-up sheet will be placed in Wesley Hall.

CHURCH GIVING STATEMENTS-
CLARIFICATION FOR AGES 70.5
AND OVER

Please be aware on the UMC of Antioch
giving statements our current system software can-
not distinguish between amounts you donate from
your personal funds and any amounts you donate
through direct transfers from your IRA accounts.
Because the IRS allows qualified charitable dona-
tions from your IRA account (if you are at least 70
1/2 years old) to be excluded from taxable income,
you cannot also deduct the IRA donations on your
tax return. To clarify this distinction, our Finance
Committee prepared the following explanation
which will be shown on your next church giving
statement:

Note: If you make donations to our church di-
rectly from your IRA or similar accounts
(including RMD's), our current system does not
allow us to distinguish these donations from
your other donations. This amount is NOT con-
sidered part of your income and is NOT taxed.
Therefore, it is NOT deductible on your tax re-
port to the IRS. So there is no conflict with your
IRS submission, you need to deduct that IRA
submission from your reported donations to
your church. If and when we are able to modify
our report to you, we will make the necessary
adjustment.

If you have additional questions about this,
please feel free to contact the church office or
Fred Bobzien, Chair of the Finance Committee,
and we will do our best to help you. Ultimately,
we cannot give tax advice, and for that you'll need
to talk to your own tax advisor, but we can do our
best to point you in the right direction.
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Our Fall/Winter schedule will begin on Sunday,
September 13. We offer one services at 8:00am and
one service at 10:30am. We also go live on
YouTube. The link for the recorded service can be
found on our website at umcantioch.org. Please
join us in person or online for worship!

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”

John 14: 26

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-
mating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and ... (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister



http://umcantioch.org/

