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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...
We are ready to get back into the swing of
things, albeit, with some modifications. However, I
think we are getting used to living in a new
“normal.” If this is what it is going to take to love
our neighbors well, to keep the spread of infection
lower, to still be
able to do the
things we want
to do together,
then this is what
we will do. And,
we will keep
learning
from
the scientists as
we go about our jobs, and as they go about theirs.
I, for one, am grateful that others have trained in
these disciplines! I was definitely not a scientist in
school – especially not biology, so I am so grateful
for those who put in the years and years and years
of study to help us get to where we are today.
As we enter into September we will start a
sermon series on discernment. You might be
thinking, “Well, that’s nice Pastor, but we’ve only
heard that
word
at
church, so
we hardly
know what
it means,
let alone
how to use
it in a sentence!”
Here’s our
chance to flesh some of that out and grow to understand what this word means, how it is helpful for
us, and how it can help us think and pray our way
into hearing what the Holy Spirit might have in
store for our future. Our Early Adopter Group (a
group that has been doing some starter work in this

area) has taken a
class throughout August on this topic and
now we want to invite the whole congregation in to do
some thinking, praying, and dreaming –
or even just opening
ourselves to that
thinking,
praying,
and dreaming. Sometimes this comes in steps,
friends. We don’t all get there in a day!
Also, please note that on September 12th
we return to the Fall Worship Schedule.
8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am

Worship
Sunday School/Choir
Worship

Please join us throughout September and
into October, as we learn and grow together!
September 5

James 2:1-17
Welcome No Matter What
Communion

September 12

Acts 1:6-11
Discernment: Opening the
Mind
Sunday School/Choir Kick
Off Between Services and
All-Church Lunch Follow
ing 2nd Service
Acts 2:1-13
Discernment: Opening the
Heart

September 19

September 26

Matthew 16:21-28
Discernment: Letting Go

Pastor Katie Voigt

QUICK TO LISTEN...SLOW TO SPEAK

GRATITUDE

Listening always seems to come under fire
when “hot” topics are discussed. Failure to listen is
often to blame when difficult problems fail to get
resolved. Our country has, is
having, and will always
have difficult problems to
overcome. The resolution
has, in former times, been in
compromise. It appears
we’ve lost that ability. Even
worse, at a recent political
rally, the extreme right and
left factions became violent
toward each other. How did
we, as a society, get from an
inability to listen to a refusal to listen? What closed
our minds? Trying to discuss current affairs, I’ve
discovered that, to a person, those on the extremes
of the political spectrum have never fact-checked
anything they agree or disagree with. We’ve all
heard the saying that we are given two ears and one
mouth to hear twice as much as we speak. Let’s add
a brain so as to discern what we hear and get right
what we say. Dialogue should never be confrontational or lead to violence.

We want to thank everyone for continuing to
support our ministries with the 3T’s—Time, Talent
and Treasures. Because
we were unable to be at
Sunday services as we
were prior to the pandemic, it would have been
easy to forget some of our
community and church
needs. Many of our members have continued to
help with the video services and all the needs of the
many ministries we support. Members have continued to share their treasures by giving funds to the
church using personal checks, electronic funds
transfer, online contributions, and any other available means.
This fall we will be able to see how we can
ask God, “Can we champion a
strategy of generosity?” If you
have not shared your treasures in
the past, consider an amount that
will help meet the needs of our
ministries. If you have contributed in the past, pray and ask yourselves if you can increase your giving? We want
to continue to thank everyone and celebrate the contributions of all.

“…let every man be quick to listen, slow to speak,
slow to anger.” James 1:19 NRSV
Mike DeBenedetto, Lay Servant

ZOOM WORSHIP TEAM HONORED
On Sunday, August 15th the United Methodist Church of Antioch Zoom Worship Team was
honored with a luncheon. This meal was provided
by the Staff Parish Relations Committee. We wanted to express the church's thanks for all the hard
work and dedication that went into writing, performing, and editing the weekly Zoom worship services during the COVID shut down.
We all were uplifted and comforted by the
weekly presence the team gave us through much of
2020 when we weren't able to worship together in
our building. Members of the Zoom team were—
Pastor Katie Voigt, Pastor Char Hoffmann, Debbie Gillette, Nicole Heyl, Elisa Gueffier, Ben Georgia, Mike Lapke, and Suzy Kibbler. We also thank
the many others that helped as liturgists for the prerecorded worship services. You are appreciated.
The United Methodist Church of Antioch is
blessed by your dedication and hard work to bring
our Lord's comfort to us despite the problems faced.
Sincere thanks to all,
The SPRC Team

RALLY DAY PICNIC
On September 12th we begin our new
church service schedule, which includes Sunday
School and Choir Practice. To
celebrate these restarts, the Early Adopters Group will host a
picnic for everyone after second
service. There will be both inside and outside seating
(weather permitting). If you
plan on sitting outside, please
bring your own chair. Italian
beef, chicken, and hot dogs will
be on the menu. Volunteer servers will glove and mask up, to
keep in line with safety practices. Please RSVP to
the church office by September 7th, 847/395-1259.

MISSIONS
Missions Committee
The next Missions Committee meeting will
be on October 5th, 1:00 pm in Wesley Hall.

Becky Reckamp

MORE ON MISSIONS
PADS Lunches
We'll be back to making lunches for St.
Mark Lutheran Church in Lindenhurst in October. The COVID uptick is slowing some planning,
so stay tuned for exact start date and time.

Carol Cichonski

Resale Table
The Resale Table is up and running in
Wesley Hall! Please check it out and purchase
something to help us support our Rainbow Covenant mission projects.
Becky Reckamp

THE NEW SEASON IS WITH US!
Choir Returns to UMCA
It is a great pleasure to announce that we
will once again get to make a joyful noise to our
Lord! The UMCA Chancel Choir will resume rehearsals after an eighteen month hiatus due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Our first rehearsal will be
September 12th at 9:15 am, at which we will discuss goals, begin rebuilding our choral sound and
community, and prepare for our grand reappearance in our church services. I have missed creating
music together and can't
wait to welcome everyone back. I
also hope that
others will be
called
to
share
their
voices.
No
experience is
necessary to be a part of our musical family. Every
person plays an instrumental part in the masterpiece we create each Sunday for our Lord and Savior. Please feel free to contact me or Debbie Gillette with any questions.
With a song in my heart and trust in God,
Nicole Heyl, Chancel Choir Director

New Exciting Year of Sunday School
Sunday School will begin on September 12th
at 9:15 am. The children will meet with their teachers in the White Room for
attendance and welcome.
Then they will proceed to
the Yellow Room where
Miss Debbie will give a
music lesson and lead
them in song. Once again
they will return to the
White Room for the lesson, including video, Bible
story reading, discussion and crafts. Sunday School
will end at 10:15.
We will use SparkHouse's Holy Moly curriculum this year. This curriculum includes short videos (to introduce each lesson)
that we've found to be highly
engaging for kids in Sunday
School.
We understand that
because of COVID, families
have varying levels of comfort with in-person activities
at this point. We plan to hold Sunday School in person, but for families that prefer to delay attendance
we can arrange to provide learning materials and
crafts. We emphasize that kids are welcome back to
Sunday School at ANY point in the year, whenever
they are ready.
UMCA Preschool
The UMCA Preschool Board members of
the church had a luncheon to welcome back the
teachers.

CHRISTIAN WELLNESS MINISTRY
PADS Housewarming Project
This month we will help individuals and
families who have been living in shelters and are
now moving into their new
homes. Imagine all the things you
need for a home, and moving in with a
few grocery bags of personal
items. So...the idea
of the Housewarming Project is to
fill laundry baskets with new or
very gently used items from the
suggested list. In September we
will place multiple baskets in Wesley Hall for donations. There is a very long list of
needs; below you will see only a
partial list. The complete list will be
displayed prominently in Wesley
Hall. Take-away tags in the shape of
houses will help you remember
what you would like to donate.
• Kitchen: Dishes, glassware, silverware, pots and
pans, cooking utensils, kitchen towels, Ziploc
bags
• Bedroom: Full-sized bedding
and blankets, table lamps, bedbug mattress protector, hangers
• Bathroom: Hair dryers, bath
towels, wash cloths, non-slip
bath mats, shower curtains
• Miscellaneous: Lightbulbs, calendars, pens, fans, rubber gloves
• Cleaning supplies: Buckets and mops, toilet
brushes, sponges, cleaners, dish soap
• Personal: Tissues, toilet paper, toothbrushes and
toothpaste, nail clippers
Please call the church office 847/395-1259 or call/email Carol
Cichonski, 847/265-1214,
ccichonski@comcast.net, for donation pick-ups, if you are not able to
bring your donation to the church.
Carol Cichonski
Knitters and Crocheters
Let’s gather our needles,
hooks, projects, and masks, to
meet together Monday, September 13th, 1:00 pm in the All
Saint’s Room, United Methodist Church of Antioch.
It will be a time to share, be in fellowship, and be
together again. Contact Shelby Wais, at
swaisj5@hotmail.com for more information. Hope
to see you there.
Shelby Wais

GriefShare
Grief affects people in different ways and at
different times. GriefShare will start a 13-week
program using Zoom on September 9th. The sessions will be every Thursday
12:30 to 2:00 pm. GriefShare sessions consist of discussions by the participants
on the information they receive from the video as well
as their own concerns. We
will also review information
from the workbook exercises. Participants will be provided the Zoom links to attend the meetings and will
be able to view the video prior to the meeting at a
time convenient to their schedule. The sessions will
be led by Barbara Cantrell and Ken Graesser. If
you or anyone you know would be interested in attending please contact Barbara at 847/804-0361 or
Ken at 847/420-0241.
Ken Graesser

IN THE GARDENS
Thanks to everyone who volunteered in the
gardens this spring and summer! In July, mulch was
spread in all the gardens at church,
as well as at the parsonage. Mulch
holds in moisture, reduces weeds,
improves the soil, and cools the
ground (which roots love). Two viburnum shrubs that died were removed and will be replaced by Balanced Environments this fall. Our last “garden
party” will be Saturday, September 18th, at 9:00 am, when we will
cut down the pollinator pocket,
put away hoses, and do other end
of the season gardening tasks. All
helpers are welcomed, and it will be great to work in
the cooler weather. We will resume our monthly
garden parties in April, the third Saturday of the
month, at 9:00 am.
Heidi Gilday

WESLEY AFTERNOON CIRCLE
We will meet in Wesley Hall on Thursday,
September 16th at 2:00 pm. The program will include all participants bringing the most prized religious item that they own and sharing why it
brings happiness and spiritual reflection for
them.
Anne Dickson

AS WE LEARN ABOUT
DISCERNMENT
Unfortunately, discernment is an area where
most Christians stumble. They exhibit little ability
to measure the things they are taught against the
infallible standard of God’s Word, and they unwittingly engage in all kinds of unbiblical decisionmaking and behavior. In short, they are not armed
to take a decidedly biblical stand against the onslaught of unbiblical thinking and attitudes that face
them throughout the day.
John MacArthur (Grace to You)

Looking forward to Pastor’s reflections on
discernment.

BUT ONE STEP BACK
STEP BY STEP
Refreshments!

Masks again...

The United Methodist Church of Antioch
848 Main Street
Antioch, IL 60002
Office: 847/395-1259
Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt
Office Email: umc.antioch@att.net
Website: umcantioch.org
Like us on Facebook:
United Methodist Church of Antioch
Please join us in person or online for worship.
Our current worship schedule is 8:30 and 10:00
am. On September 12th our worship schedule
will change to 8:30 and 10:30 with Sunday
School at 9:15. The link for the recorded service
can be found on our website at umcantioch.org.
The information is also shared on our Facebook
page. We continue to follow COVID protocols
and evaluate as needed. Please join us in person
or online for worship.

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:
May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister

