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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...
I want to start by thanking everyone who
participated in the Meet & Greets over the last few
months. It has been a great way for me to start to get
to know people and how they fit into our congregation. Since I haven’t been able to get to know our
congregation in its usual habit, this has been so helpful to me to start to get a feel for what brings us joy
and where our concerns are. Thank you so much for
taking the time to visit and share your thoughts. I
look forward to continuing to get to know you over
the years.
We started talking about some Basic Life
Skills last month, and as I started to look at the
Scriptures for October, the
theme kind of continued, so
during the first part of the
month I will continue that sermon series. We will jump to the
Epistle texts, the letters that were
written to local churches to encourage
them in their growth in the faith, to
help us continue exploring the theme,
but there are still some good thoughts
for us to dig into there. I hope you’ll stick with us.
Then, the third Sunday in October is Laity
Sunday. On this Sunday each year we honor all the
work that the laity do
to make the church
function. Our Lay
Leader and our former
Lay
Leader,
Rob
Weckler and Mike
DeBenedetto are working on a plan and we
all await whatever the
Holy Spirit leads them to do!
The last Sunday in October brings us to an
opportunity for all of our volunteers to rest. We still
need to worship, but the SPRC felt it was important
for all of our worship leaders, for our behind-thescenes tech people to have a chance to rest. All of
these folks have been working through the spring

and summer, making things happen
when tech that has worked week after
week falls apart, and whatever else
could fall apart. The conference leadership has provided us with a worship
service that we can provide for all of
you, and we will do that so worship will still happen,
but so that our volunteers can rest.
I pray you’ve been able to join us for worship in some way, either through our recording that
we post on both the church website and Facebook
page, in person – with your reservation at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b4aaba62aaa8united1 - or watching the livestream of our in person
worship on our church Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/UMCAntioch. If you have
questions about accessing any
of these resources, please feel
free to contact the church office, and if we can’t directly
help you ourselves, we will put
people in contact with you to be
able to help! We will do our very best!
October 4th

Philippians 3:4b-14 Basic
Life Skills: Look Forward

October 11th

Philippians 4:1-9 Basic
Life Skills: Keep Praying
and Serving Jesus

October 18th

Laity Sunday

October 25th

Worship Provided by Annual Conference

I look forward to seeing you in worship personally or virtually! It is a good thing for us to be
able to continue to worship our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, in as safe a way as possible, no matter
what is happening in the world.

Pastor Katie Voigt

THEATRE OF LIFE

IN APPRECIATION...

With so much going on for so long in
2020, are we becoming numb or simply tired of it
all? Does it, in some small way, seem surreal? It’s
beginning, for some reason, to feel that way to
me. Does anyone else feel like we’re watching a
live play, only we’re not in a theater? The drama
is happening all around us, and the actors are us.
It’s the middle of Act II
now. The setting from Act
I was the spring and summer of 2020. The characters were dealing with a
pandemic that is killing
unprecedented
numbers
and is wreaking havoc on
our healthcare systems and healthcare professionals. Civil unrest, massive protests, and a highly
divided and cynical society are threatening our
economy. Uncertainty prevails.
Act II is becoming very tiresome. The audience is understandably confused. We don’t
know where this play is headed or how it will end.
There’s no playbill to read ahead for the ending.
To make matters worse, the actors have no script,
or do we? What will the outcome be in Act III?
What can happen in Act III? Perhaps nothing.
Perhaps a few little changes. Or, perhaps major
changes the significance of which only history
will decide. As we look to Act III we must remember Thomas’s question to Jesus, “Lord, we
do not know where we are going, how can we
know the way?” Jesus did not answer, “Follow
me, or trust me and I’ll get you there.” He replied, I AM the way, the truth, and the life.” John
14:5, 6. That’s Act III.
We alone cannot bring the curtain down
and we won’t be alone on stage for the curtain
call.

On behalf our of Staff Parish Relations
Committee I’d like to offer a
huge thank you to Pastor Katie,
Debbie, Nicole, Elise, Ben, and
all those on camera and behind
the scenes who spend so much
time and energy each week to bring us our
church services - live, Facebook, and YouTube.
I’m sure many of us have no real idea of all
that’s involved, including how many things can
go wrong with all the tech we’re relying on! You
all do an amazing job though and we are very
blessed to be able to worship our Lord together
(in Spirit if not in person!).
Many thanks also to our
ReTurn Team who are putting in
countless hours finding ways to
keep us safe as we continue our
worship and ministry.
And most of all, thanks to God for His
love and guidance during this pandemic.

Mike DeBenedetto, Lay Servant

REMINDER FROM OUR TRUSTEES
The Trustees are asking once again for
donations for the new floor for the basement. The
urgency is due to concerns about asbestos. The
UMCA PreSchool is contributing $5000. We
need to raise approximately $16,000. In addition,
if anyone has any ideas for fundraising, please let
Kim Dodd, Pastor Katie, or one of the Trustees
know.
Sallie Stoner

Cheryl Collins, SPRC Chair

GRATITUDE 2020
We are now beginning work on this
year’s Gratitude campaign, We need help and
would like anyone who is willing and able to
help to contact me, Ken Graesser, at 847/4200241. We are looking for new ideas and needing
help with mailings. Churches are sustained by the good works and generosity of their members. Without this
giving there would be no resources
for ministries. We need time,
talent and treasures for the Church to
fulfill its mission. God calls us to be
giving people, but our sensitivity to that
calling is often diminished by the many
other aspects of life that put demands on us. This
year and its many challenges have placed additional demands on us. Our generosity gives God
the opportunity to supply us with more to give.
God wants us to be his channels. God’s love,
mercy, and grace flow through us. He never
stops giving to us, and he wants us to share our
blessings with others and to extend his kingdom. Pastor Katie
has some themes of sharing that
she will use during her messages
in November. I hope that we all
have the opportunity to hear Pastor Katie and take her message to heart.

MISSIONS
PADS
PADS clients continue to be housed in
hotel/motels in the area, and a search is underway
for a permanent facility. We can
help PADS by collecting food
and/or gift cards for food that
will be delivered to the clients
living in the hotels/motels.
In October let's focus on breakfast items, fast food gift cards, and travel-size personal hygiene products
(mouth wash without alcohol). This
drive will be announced on October
17th, with Sunday, October 24th targeted as the collection date. The hotels provide microwaves in their rooms but no refrigeration or cook tops. Please shop with those restrictions in mind. Some suggestions are listed
below:
• Gift cards for McDonalds, Burger King,
Wendy's, etc.
• Bottled water
• Cereal
• Oatmeal cups
• Fruit cups
• Granola bars
• Juice boxes
Please call the church office at 847/3951259 or call/email Carol Cichonski at 847/2651214/ccichonksi@comcast.net with requests for
donation pick ups, if you are not able to bring
your donation to the church.
Carol Cichonski
Lowell and Claudia Wertz
The Wertzes, missionaries
with Joy in the Harvest, will be returning to Africa soon.
Becky Reckamp

FROM ALEX YOUNG
Dear Mrs. Kibbler and Church Family,
Thank you so much for sending everyone’s favorite hymn! I haven't sung all of them
yet, but I will. It's so cool why everyone loves
their hymns. Thank you very much!
Sincerely,
Alex Young

Crop Walk

The annual CROP Walk will take place on
October 25th. This year because of the COVID-19
pandemic we will have to try a
different way to Walk for Hunger. We will walk but individually or with a small group and
report virtually. If you wish to
walk or get sponsors, register as
a team captain online using the CROP Walk Hunger website, www.crophungerwalk.org/antiochil. If
you would like to sponsor our walkers, you can donate to your favorite team.
This CROP Walk website will
track all the money that each
team collects. If you find computers daunting, call Walter
Cichonski at 847/265-1214, and he will help you
sponsor your favorite walker.
CROP Walk is an interfaith/community-led
fundraising event sponsored by Church World Service. “Ending Hunger One Step at a Time” is their
motto. We walk to be in solidarity with people
around the world that walk miles every day to get
clean water and food. Seventy-five percent of the
funds raised will go to
global communities and
25% will stay right here in
Antioch as a donation to
the Open Arms Mission
Food Pantry. Check out the Church World Service
website to see all the ways all our contributions will
help others, www.cwsglobal.org.
Walter Cichonski

GRIEFSHARE
We are ending another 13-week session
of GriefShare which we did on Zoom. It worked
out well even though it is much better to do in person at church. We
will be starting a new group hopefully by November 5th. If you or
someone you know would like to attend please contact us. I would hope you would
encourage them to join the group. Grief Share is
for thirteen weeks and utilizes a workbook, video, and sharing time. Hopefully, we can do inchurch meetings, but we are open to using Zoom.
With the holidays coming up there are issues that
people who are grieving need and want to discuss. Please contact Ken Graesser at 847/4200241 or Barbara Cantrell at 847/804-0361.
Ken Graesser

MORE ON MISSIONS
A SafePlace
All three churches in the Christian Wellness Ministry participated in the Donation Drive
for A Safe Place that took place on September
26th. A Safe Place is the only shelter in Lake
County that focuses on
domestic abuse of
women, children, and
men.
Unfortunately,
during the COVID pandemic, abuse has increased.
Our donations started early when
St. Stephen Lutheran
Church contributed 144 face masks for children,
while St. Ignatius Episcopal Church and UMCA
provided eleven backpacks for kids.
The message: WE DID GREAT! After the
drive concluded on Sept 26th, four cars from UMCA that were
packed to the
brim, and one car
from St. Ignatius
that included do.
nations from St.
Stephen also fully packed, drove
directly over to
the Zion office.
UMCA
provided 420 items from their Wish List that included items from every single category! Also
included were gift cards totaling $75. As we were
bringing the bags into their office, the manager
kept saying that she never expected so much and
how
grateful
they
were! One of their clients had just taken their
last package of paper
towels.
Thank you all so
very much for your
time and efforts in helping with the Donation
Drive! We had volunteers from the Youth Group,
one of whom volunteered their time to put up a
canopy, and CWM whose leaders organized and
documented the donations and then finally drove
our donations to A Safe Place. You made a big
difference in the lives of those who need help. Be
proud of your accomplishments!

Carol Frazier, RN

CHRISTIAN WELLNESS
Flu Shots
We are sorry to say that the date for the Flu
Vaccine Clinic needs to be moved to a weekday
toward the end of October. In addition we will
need everyone to sign up so that we can inform the
pharmacist about the number of doses needed. As
soon as we have a new date, it will be posted on
UMCA's Facebook page and announced at Sunday
services. We regret the need to move the date for
this vaccine clinic.
Antioch Walgreens will provide a pharmacist and the vaccine. The high dose vaccine will be
available for seniors.
Just bring your Medicare or insurance card,
complete a short form,
and get vaccinated! The
vaccine will also be
available for all ages 14
and older. Minors must
be accompanied by a
legal guardian. This will
likely be the easiest flu
clinic that you've ever
attended. Your doctor will be notified that you
have been vaccinated. There is no additional
charge.
It is even more important this year to protect ourselves from the flu. COVID precautions
will remain in place at our church, so remember to
wear your mask! Get protected so that you will be
less vulnerable to the flu!
Please call me if you have any questions
(630/399-0089).
Carol Frazier, RN

GARDEN VOLUNTEERS

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Rally Day was a little different this year
because we couldn't attend Sunday School in the
church building. We teachers wanted the children
to know that they were being thought of and
missed.
It was decided that if the children couldn't
come to us we would go to them. We had yard
signs made that said, "Your UMC of Antioch family loves you.”
On Sunday, September 6th, Pastor Katie
and the teachers set out to deliver the yard signs to
the homes of the Sunday School families. It was
so nice to see the children as we delivered the
signs to their homes.
We are looking forward to the day when
we can meet at church for Sunday School. In the
meantime we hope that the signs will be a reminder that we love them and are thinking of them.
The Sunday School Teachers.

WESLEY AFTERNOON CIRCLE
Wesley Afternoon Circle will meet on
Thursday, October 15th in Wesley Hall at 2:00
pm. There will be a program given by one of our
members. All are welcome! If you need a ride to
the meeting, please call me at 847/989-8617 or
email me at dicksonann67@gmail.com. Peace
and all good things!
Anne Dickson

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Singing From the Heart

My seat at the organ or piano has always
been the second-best seat in our Sanctuary. Easter
Sunday hearing every voice loudly exclaim Christ
the Lord is Risen Today never ceases to move my
heart to skip a beat. UMCA is a singing church, a
worshiping church. We have always loved music
and have a rich heritage. Lifting our voices to
God together in corporate worship has been something at which we are good and during this pandemic, the longing for this rich congregational
singing, the kind that just lifts the roof across Main
Street, is very real.
A few weeks ago, a tornado walloped
through my neighborhood, leaving mammoth trees
uprooted, twisted and crashed into houses and
cars. My young grandson was with us in the basement and quite scared as we listened to the storm
pass quickly overhead. After it passed, all of the
neighbors came out of their homes and looked
around in utter dismay. Yes, our porch furniture
was on its side and more than a few twigs from
neighboring trees were scattered all over the lawn,
but our home was miraculously spared from what
we saw all around us. Owen looked up at me and
said, “Grandma, I heard you singing to Jesus yesterday, that’s why our house was spared!” It was
sweet and for him this answer worked, but it reminded me of another truth. We can sing in our
homes, we can sing in our cars, we can sing in the
shower, we can sing with the Zoom and the Facebook Live, we can sing everywhere but with each
other in the church. Holding back from doing what
comes to us so naturally is an act of kindness to
our neighbor, a way to demonstrate Wesley’s Do
No Harm in a tangible loving way. Take heart, my
friends, this is only for a season, and then we will
be once again singing loudly and with more fervor
than ever before. In the meantime, sing in your
heart to the Lord as He is always listening. And
the best seat, in case you are curious, is always at
the throne of God!
Debbie Gillette, Music Director

Choir in the
Memorial
Garden

The United Methodist Church of Antioch
848 Main Street
Antioch, IL 60002
Office: 847/395-1259
Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt
Office Email: umc.antioch@att.net
Website: umcantioch.org
Like us on Facebook:
United Methodist Church of Antioch
Please join us online for worship. Link provided
at www.umcantioch.org or on Facebook
In person service, 9:00 am at church, reservation
required via Sign Up Genius or call Office

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:
May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister

