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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...
As we enter into November, we are firmly
in our Gratitude Campaign. We are so thankful to
so many people in our local church who make so
many things happen on a day-to-day basis. Thank
you for showing up and doing the work. Thank you for
praying for your siblings in
Christ. Thank you for giving
financially so that the work
of Jesus Christ can be carried
out by the United Methodist
Church of Antioch. Thank
you for serving the community and the world in the name
of Jesus Christ. Thank you
for sharing the stories of Jesus, for letting people know the reasons you do
what you do, for telling people that Jesus has made
a difference in your life. All these things matter.
You matter. Thank you!
Together we are able to
do all the things we promise in
our membership vows (serving
Christ through our prayers,
presence, gifts, service, and
witness), in addition to helping
to make our mission statement
come alive. Each week we say
that our mission is to grow in
faith, to worship God following the teachings of
Jesus Christ, and to be instruments of God’s love
through the Holy Spirit as we reach out to our community and the world. What a joy it is to know that
we are in this work together. None of us has
to do any of this alone.
Together we serve Jesus
Christ, by the power of
the Holy Spirit, bringing God’s Kin-dom to
bear on earth. We are

making a difference.
I pray that you will join us for worship this
month. We will remember our saints, finish our
gratitude campaign, look
back at our whole church
year, have an opportunity to
worship with our extended
community of faith for
Thanksgiving, and then
begin Advent! It will be an
eventful month in worship!
November 7

Isaiah 25:6-9 & Mark 12:3844
Thankful for Sacrifice
All Saints Sunday
Communion

November 14

Hebrews 10:11-25
Thankful for Community
Pledge Card Dedication

November 21

Seasons of the Gospel Service
Reign of Christ Sunday

November 21

Community Thanksgiving
Service 3:30 pm at St. Stephen Lutheran Church

November 28

Jeremiah 33:14-16 & Luke
21:25-36
There Will Be Signs
1st Sunday of Advent/United
Methodist Student Sunday

Pastor Katie Voigt

THANKSGIVING EVERY DAY

GIVING

When I was a child, the fall season was always my favorite, especially November. It was a
month with so much happening. Some doings were personal, centered on high
school activities, family
birthdays, and Thanksgiving
with as many relatives as
could come. November for Americans is the beginning of the holiday season starting with Thanksgiving Day. For
Christians, it’s the anticipation
of Advent. In November, we
gain an extra hour. We get inundated with ads, junk mail, and
flyers for Black Friday, which starts two weeks before and Cyber Monday, which starts on the weekend ten days before. Yet, for a time to celebrate our
blessings, to be grateful and give thanks, we have
one day. And, with all the preparation that takes
place on that day, it comes
down to one meal. Sometimes
a blessing narrows down even
further to a single prayer giving thanks for the food.
“Aren’t you glad that God
doesn’t give you only that which you remember to
thank Him for?” Max Lucado, In the eye of the
storm (1991)

At this time of the year we are asked to make
our financial pledge to the church. If you haven’t
done so already please consider a pledge at this time.
There are some alternative ways of giving,
too. If you have a selfdirected IRA you can make a
contribution directly to the
church from your IRA. The
donations are added to your
direct withdrawals to meet
the Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), while reducing your taxable income to the amount you use yourself.
Example: If your RMD is say $10,000, you
can donate $3,000 directly to the church from the
IRA and withdraw the balance of $7,000 for yourself. The 1099 will show a withdrawal of $10,000
(your RMD) but only $7,000 is taxable.
Of course, there is no itemized deduction for
the contributions from the IRA. Reducing your taxable income could have benefits in other places.

Mike DiBenetto, Lay Servant

GRATITUDE
Isn’t it amazing how much joy we find in
giving to others? It is a secret we wish more people
could discover for themselves: providing gifts that
support all our ministries that help our members
and communities in addition to missions worldwide! The Gospel really is good news – news that
we are called to share. Giving does not simply happen; it is a result of faith, trust, intentional choices,
and a life of discipline.
During the weeks ahead we will be hearing
how members benefit from the many ministries of
our church. We hope to create a culture of generosity that touches every person in our church so that
we can continue supporting our many ministries.
As Melody Beattie, a well known author, said,
“Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace
for today, and creates a vision
for tomorrow.” Let’s all join
together and show generosity in
supporting our ministries.
Ken Graesser

Jerry Topcik, Finance Committee

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS
The Staff Parish Relations Committee has
developed a paid staff self assessment tool. Our paid
staff will meet yearly with their SPRC liaison, Pastor, and chair of SPRC to celebrate strengths and set goals for
the coming year. Meetings with
Debbie and Nicole will occur in
October of this year. TeKeesha
and Christina's will be spring of
2022.
New ReTurn Team recommendations were
discussed. UMCA Preschool, staff,
and church volunteers working with
children will follow the Illinois
governor's mandate to be vaccinated or do a weekly COVID test that
must show negative results before
staff can work with children.
The last several meetings have centered on
recommendations for 2022 raises and completing the
UMCA Church Profile to be presented at
our Church Conference on November
30th. Come and join
us on the 30th at 7:00
pm to hear more and meet our new District Superintendent Rev. Jeffry Bross.
The SPRC Team

MORE ON MISSIONS

EARLY ADOPTERS
Game Day
Let's spend a couple of hours in fellowship
together while playing games following the second
service on November 7th. We will
have a variety of games, for all ages,
scattered about in Wesley Hall. Or
bring your favorite game. Snacks will
be provided. And yes,
we checked—no NFL conflicts; the
Packers play late afternoon and the
Bears are a Monday game. Sponsored by the Early Adopters Group.
(The Early Adopters Group is helping to guide
the dreaming of our future with the Holy Spirit).

MISSIONS
Cookie Walk
Fall is in the air, and it's time to think about
the Cookie Walk on Saturday, December 11th at
9:00 am to 1:00 pm. The day will be here before
we know it, so let's bring out our cookbooks and
come up with some fabulous recipes to share with
everyone! (We suggest six
dozen cookies of one variety.) Donations can be
brought to the church kitchen
on Friday, December 10th
between 4:00 pm and 7:00
pm. Non-bakers can help by
writing a check to UMC and designating in the
memo for Rainbow Covenant. All proceeds are
donated to mission projects for the year. Invite
your family, friends, and neighbors to join us!
Thank you. For more information contact Lou Ann
Holmes, 815/675-6552, or the church office
847/395-1259.

PADS

We are returning to monthly food collections
to help PADS clients housed in motels. The collections will be announced the third Sunday of each
month, with the collection date on the
fourth Sunday. November 28th will be our
collection date this month and let's focus
on breakfast items. Please remember microwavable items are fine, but refrigeration
is not available. Gift cards to fast food restaurants
and grocery stores are always appreciated.
• Cereal, hot and cold
• Granola/protein bars
• Yogurt
• Raisins/Craisins/dried fruit
• Fruit cups
• Water
Carol Cichonski
PADS Housewarming Thank You
Thank you everyone!!! I hope the pictures
show that generosity flows from our church, St. Stephens and St Ignatius. We rented a 10-foot truck to
make the first delivery. The PADS staff was thrilled
and a little awed with our donations.

Christina Swanson
Kids Above All
The Mission Committee is getting ready for
this year’s Kids Above All Holiday Gift Drive. Beginning on October 24th in Wesley Hall you can
pick up a card with name, age, and gift ideas to
sponsor. You are asked to spend approximately
$40.00 so that the gifts are equal. Restrictions: No
religious items, candy, or toys/clothing that replicate weapons. On November 14th bring unwrapped
gifts and card with child’s name to church. Two or
three drivers will be needed to help get the gifts to
Waukegan. Let’s love the little
children of the world as Jesus
would have us. Thank you.
Judy Degand

Carol Cichonski

MORE ON MISSIONS
Crop Walk
This is the second year of COVID-19, and
it has been one heck of a year. The Crop Walk was
a challenge this year; but we had some strong and
enthusiastic walkers: Pastor Katie; Lou Ann
Holmes; Christina, Evan and Chase Swanson;
the two Sallies (Sally Rodgers and Sallie Stoner);
Shelby Wais; Denny Sathoff; and Carol and Walter Cichonski, We were grateful to everyone who
supported us on this beautiful day. Thank you to all
who donated and to all who walked. The good
news is...we collected $1780, $440 for Open Arms.

MORE ON MISSIONS
Wertz Letter

Walt Cichonski, Crop Walk Coordinator

Open Arms

BRING SOCKS!!!

MissionsCommittee
The next Missions Committee meeting will
be on Tuesday, November 2nd at 12:30 pm in
Wesley Hall. We will be meeting at an earlier time
than usual.

Becky Reckamp

WESLEY AFTERNOON CIRCLE
Wesley Afternoon Circle will meet on Thursday, November 18th at 2:15 pm in Wesley Hall.
There will be a program and refreshments. If anyone needs a ride to the
meeting, please call Anne Dickson at
224/818-8725.

LAITY SUNDAY

Nikki Georgia

Anne Dickson

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Have you read any good books lately? If you
are looking for a good book, visit the UMW Bookshelf in Wesley Hall. It is located in the conversation
area.
There are books on many different subjects and interests. Come and
browse; you might just find a book you
have always wanted to read. I did!

Alex Young

Margaret Zaller

MISIC DEPARTMENT
In my small hometown church in Michigan,
the organist played the same three hymns every
week. As a child I never questioned this repetition as
all three hymns were great hymns;
yet as a musician I realize now that
this organist must have had a very
limited repertoire. While many
churches relegate the hymn, Now
Thank We All Our God, to the Thanksgiving season,
I was fortunate to sing of my blessings every week.
Now Thank We All Our God was written
nearly four centuries ago by a German archdeacon,
Martin Rinkhart, who had pastored during the Thirty Years War. First published in 1636, the hymn was
originally a mealtime prayer of the Rinkhart family.
Pastor Katie’s recent children’s sermon talked of
thankfulness in mealtime prayer. Imagine the melodious voices around the Rinkhart table!
But in the following year a devastating
plague ravaged the Rinkhart’s walled city of Eilenburg resulting in Rinkhart presiding in over four
thousand funerals, including one for his wife.
Through it all he wore a ring inscribed
with “My Trust is in Christ Alone.”
Many of us have lost someone close to
us in the last year and know only too
well the need to put our trust in Christ alone. Find
hope in the joy of the hymn’s words: Now Thank
We All Our God with hearts and hands and voices
who wondrous things has done in whom his world
rejoices.
Debbie Gillette, Music Director

Elisa Gueffier

Nicole Heyl
Paul Bleadlow

Our Choir

The United Methodist Church of Antioch
848 Main Street
Antioch, IL 60002
Office: 847/395-1259
Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt
Office Email: umc.antioch@att.net
Website: umcantioch.org
Like us on Facebook:
United Methodist Church of Antioch
Please join us in person or online for worship.
Starting in June our in-person worship schedule
has been 8:30 am & 10:00 am The link for the recorded service can be found on our website
at umcantioch.org. The information is also shared
on our Facebook page. We continue to follow
COVID protocol and evaluate as needed. Please
join us in person or online for worship.

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:
May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister

