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THE PASTOR PONDERS … The UM Book pf Discipline — Friend or Foe
“choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the
River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will
serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24: 15)
From time to time I have been requested
to teach a class on United Methodist Polity
(how United Methodists structure and govern
themselves) or lead a workshop on Staff/Parish
Relations. One of my favorite lines is, “The
United Methodist Book of Discipline is meant to
be a tool, not a weapon of mass destruction.” I
truly believe that it was the intention from the
beginning that this book was to be used to give
some standardized guidelines to congregations,
while allowing diversity and autonomy based on
the context of the worshiping community.
In the early days of Methodism, there
weren’t enough ordained clergy to serve all of
the churches that were being formed. Clergy
rode “circuits” consisting of several churches
that they visited only a couple times a year. The
death rate of these clergy was pretty high, so
churches frequently faced getting to know a new
clergy person. The Discipline provided some
continuity, answered questions, and fostered
connection between congregations and clergy.
The Discipline was never meant to be
the UM Credo (a standard for what we are to
believe), unlike the Catholic or the Lutheran
Catechism. The Discipline was never meant to
replace honest and caring conversation when it
comes to conflict resolution. And, since provision is made for The Discipline to be revised
every four years, it was meant to be a living,
evolving document reflecting the evolution of
human beings and the times in which we live.
Unfortunately, we’ve all been in meetings where, instead of trying to find an equitable
solution to a problem, someone will point to a
particular paragraph in The Discipline in de-

fense of his/her side, effectively derailing conversation. We’re all aware of the language regarding LGBTQ persons that was not in The
Discipline for almost 200 years, but is now, and
is causing a lot of confusion and pain.
(Remember, The Discipline was never intended
to be the UM Credo).
Recently, UMCA has been entering into
some financial arrangements (buying/selling a
house, SBA/PPA Loan/Grant) where our organization’s by-laws, etc. have been part of the required paperwork. The Discipline is our bylaws and by following some of its guidance as to
how to structure our meetings, and providing
minutes which show we have been operating
under our by-laws, we have been able to meet
the paperwork requirements. There is a reason
why we elect a certain number of Trustees, have
rules for managing our finances, etc. In this
case, The Discipline, and following its guidance,
works to our advantage.
However, The Discipline does not make
provision for a quorum consisting of folks taking a vote via ZOOM, email, or other electronic
means. It assumed that there would not be an
occasion where the needed number of persons
could not be assembled in person. Therefore,
votes that are taken via ZOOM during this time
may not hold up in court should they be challenged. Sort of makes for an interesting dilemma, doesn’t it? Uphold The Discipline (in its
entirety) or … sin boldly (and apply for the
loan)?
Blessings! Pastor Char

HEALTH EMERGENCY OBSERVED
Per order of Governor Pritzker and Bishop Sally Dick, no church activities or events will
be taking place in the church building through the
month of May. Please watch our website, Facebook page, and email to stay up-to-date on worship, meetings, and other activities happening on
line or by conference call.
http://www.umcantioch.org.

BLESSED BE THOSE WHO WORK
FOR THE GOOD
A lot has happened since the last newsletter. What a long month from mid March, when
articles are submitted for April, to this writing. So
much has happened and so much has changed. A
lot of my cynicism has changed. The gravity of
this pandemic has seemed to reach and convince
even those early critics of its severity. This contagion, COVID-19, has brought the world to its
knees, both figuratively and literally. There is, for
sure, much anxiety about how all this will play
out and what the future will be like. Amongst all
the fear, we’ve seen a lot of good being done that
transforms the ordinary into extraordinary people.
There is hope. We’ve witnessed a change in people
during this crisis. People
seem to have gone from
“me first” self preservation, to realization, to
wanting to help. The efforts to treat, cure, and finally vaccinate the world
are monumental. We should all be tremendously
encouraged by those who work to care for and
protect us. It’s one thing to choose to do so as a
profession, but entirely something more when to
do so puts your own life in jeopardy. “And the
second (greatest commandment) is ‘you shall love
your neighbor as yourself’.” The one certain
thing to come from this pandemic is ‘change’.
When this is over, we will all have changed. Will
humanity be better, or back to the same old, same
old? May hope endure!
Mike DeBenedetto, Lay Servant

ANNOUNCEMENT
FROM FINANCE
Under the CARES Act recently approved
by Congress, we were able to procure a small
business loan under the Payroll Protection Act in
the amount of $37,400. There are specific qualified expenses that this money
must be used for. Assuming
we provide the appropriate
documentation,
the
loan
amount can be forgiven, making the money more of a grant
than a loan. This is a huge
win for UMCA. The process
was confusing since much
hadn't been defined. The bank helped us work
through the paperwork, and we are most appreciative. The church owes a huge debt of gratitude to
Robin Kessell, our Treasurer. Without her tenacity and expertise, we would not have been able to
meet the deadline before the money ran
out. Thank you, Robin.

Linda Hensgen

MISSIONS
Joy in the Harvest
The missionaries, Lowell and Claudia
Wertz welcome the idea of our congregation collecting light or medium weight yarn (no wool), all
colors, for them. Because of the Corvid-19 virus,
we had to cancel the potluck dinner.
They hope to be able to come to Antioch to
pick up the yarn and will let me know when that
will be. Carleen Wurster has volunteered to be at
the church to collect the yarn from the congregation. We will let you
know the date that your
yarn donation can be
dropped off at the
church.
To those that
would like to make a
donation to the Wertz's
ministry, checks should be made out to Joy in the
Harvest and sent to:
Joy in the Harvest, c/o Lowell & Claudia Wertz
P.O. Box 496, Lansing, Illinois, 60438.
Becky Reckamp

MORE FROM MISSIONS

UMCA PRESCHOOL

Sale Tables
We are not accepting donations for the sale
tables until further notice. Thank
you so much for donating and
purchasing items from the sale
tables to support UMCA needs
and mission projects.
Sally Rodgers

The Best Preschool Under the Son
Staying connected! The entire staff of the
UMCA Preschool were heartbroken when our preschool had to close its doors a few months shy of
the end of the school year. We had so much
planned for our students and this is the time of the
year we teachers begin to celebrate the growth and
successes of our year together. God
blessed us with our gifts to inspire
others; there is so much more to the
ministry to which God has led each
of us. It is so much more than "just
teaching" and our students needed us
now more than ever! So...we did
what teachers do and got creative in
an effort to calm our students’ fears and help them
continue to grow in faith and knowledge. Here are
just a few things that our teachers have done since
the lockdown:
• Messages were left in chalk outside our preschool doors, and a big banner was hung reminding our children to wash their hands and
say their prayers.
• Several teachers traveled to
students’ homes and left them
messages in chalk in their
driveways.
• Our Pre-K Teachers put together Easter baskets, and our
very own Easter Bunny, Ms.
Carole, drove and delivered
them to students’ doorsteps.
• The Enrichment
Program teachers had a
Zoom meeting to check in with their students
and are posting activities through the parent
communication app.
• Ms. Nicole sent personalized videos to let her
students know the sad news about the year ending and to give them encouragement.
• Ms. Nicole and Ms. Carole did curbside pickup
learning bags full of activities and are creating
video lessons so parents can do the lessons at
home with their children.
• Ms. Kim compiled teachers’ classroom photos
into a beautiful video and sent it to all the families. Ms. Kim mailed cards and stickers to all
the preschoolers.
• Ms. Kim mailed cards and stickers to all the preschoolers.
Our ministry lives on even though our
building is closed and we are looking forward to the
day that we open them again and laughter fills the
halls of UMCA Preschool! Our dedicated teachers
make us the Best Preschool Under the Son!!!!

Wesley Afternoon Circle
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, it is unfortunate to announce that the Wesley Afternoon Circle will not be able to bring their singing voices to
Victory Lakes Nursing Center on Thursday, May
21st. Both sides of the Annual Sing Along are "at
risk.” We encourage our circle members to reach
out to patients at Victory Lakes (and each other) with greeting cards of
good cheer! Pretty soon, we
will be able to offer a touch, a
smile, a kind word, a listening
ear, and small acts of caring,
all of which have the potential
to turn a life around. Until
then, "hug thoughts" from our Wesley Afternoon
Circle to you and your family circles!
Anne Dickson
Seamstresses Wanted!
I have a group of about eight women sewing masks. We have donated about 400 to Condell
Hospital and many to various other places. Now
we are sewing for Open Arms and for PADS. We
could definitely use more stitchers! We have material and elastic if needed. Please consider volunteering. Contacct me at 630/234-4593.
Gloria Stevens

PRAYER CARDS CONTINUE
Even though we are not meeting
face-to-face, we will still lift friends and
family in prayer, and prayer cards can be
sent. Please send your requests with name
and address to carleenandtoto2@att.net or
call me at 847/395-5617 or text me at 847/7075617. Privacy will be maintained.
Carleen Wurster

Nicole Heyl, Preschool Teacher

CHRISTIAN WELLNESS MINISTRY
Walking to Jerusalem
Many thanks to all of the walkers who continued to report steps and miles walked from Ash
Wednesday through Easter! You are to be commended for your commitment to
walking in faith. This pandemic
and the resulting need to shelter
in place really hurt our efforts—
big time. Right now staying safe
is more important than any other activity so no one
should feel badly. We each have done the best that
we can. Next year we will try harder! God knows
that we tried to complete the walk.
The grand total walked by UMCA is
1180.91 miles!
Carol Frazier

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Like all of you I have been looking forward to Pastor Char’s daily Facebook journal. I
can relate to her frustrations, as well as the small
joys, and I always look forward to her ending portion that includes some Bible verses for meditation and prayer. My time spent listening to what
God has to say to me has definitely increased. I,
too, have kept a journal of sorts but I don’t write
it down as faithfully, and I’m not sure I would
want to share it with all of you on Facebook!
I have always been a planner; it comes
hand-in-hand with the teaching profession. And
in addition to the “must do” items, I have always
had a list of “if I just had the time I would do
this.” A big joy of this time is
that I have been able to spend
much time in the yard readying
my gardens and preparing a new
one, transplanting raspberry
plants, and even washing the
siding on the northwest side of
the house that had decided to
grow algae to the point of turning our light siding
to the color green. I have sent a few cards to
friends and family that were on my heart. All
three of my children have had their birthdays during this time inside and we have “met over
Zoom” each time from four different houses and
two different time zones to sing to our birthday
honoree and share stories. We are all musicians
so it has been fun to hear how each of us is feeding our soul with music. Sara is teaching elementary music online, even making video music

lesson plans for kindergarteners; I watched one five
times it was so much fun! Peter, my trumpeter, is
learning the electric
guitar and shares his
progress with us.
Charley, always preparing for future orchestral
auditions,
has used this time to practice long hours and taken
up running and YouTube
workouts. I am going to start
practicing my saxophone again,
have enjoyed practicing new
piano music, taking walks and
bike rides with Dave, and love
the daily postings of such musicians as Yo-Yo Ma
and Jonathan Biss.
Maybe it has taken an enforced slowdown
for me to see that some of the things that I have
had on the “if I just had time” list really belonged
on my “must do” list. I plan to spend May reordering my lists, anticipating worship in our beautiful
sanctuary again, and in thankfulness for the many
blessings God has bestowed on me.
Debbie Gillette, Director of Music

CHURCH DIRECTORY
The church directory, like many other
things in life, has been put on hold until the risk
from the coronavirus has passed. Lifetouch is not
working from their offices right now and cannot
give the technical support needed to finish quite
yet. I understand many of you
have received your photos already and I hope you are happy
with them. A few photos have
been sent to the church, without
names of participants on the outside, so if you have not yet received your photos, please call
Barb Cantrell at 847/804-0361. We can make arrangements to get them to you.
Thank you to all who have participated in
helping with the photographs. There were many
people who volunteered their time to sit at the signup table and they were all wonderful! I hope you
all are well and able to stay indoors until this passes. God bless!
Barbara Cantrell

REMINDER
Until further notice church services
will continue to be online each Sunday. The
link can be found on our Facebook page or
on the website. Each service includes a Bible story for the kids and an activity which is
printed at the end of the bulletin. The bulletin can be downloaded from the website. Go to the Newsletters and Bulletins tab on the left side:
ww.umcantioch.org

PRESCHOOL CONNECTIONS

SOME THOUGHTS…
From Jim Patterson, UM News
The United Methodist Church is scrambling
to meet the threat of COVID-19, and some church
leaders say changes prompted by the crisis may be
worth
holding
onto
after
it
passes.
“The other day I said to one of my colleagues, ‘That is such a pre-coronavirus perspective,’” said Bishop Sally Dyck, resident bishop of
the Chicago area. “I hope we apply a postcoronavirus perspective that life is fragile and life is
random.
“We’re not in control,” she said. “We have
wanted to control the church. We have wanted to
control God. We have wanted to control each other.
And controlling is a pre-coronavirus perspective.”

Technology has played the most visible role
for the church in addressing the pandemic.
Activity Bags

(For the full article see UM News, April 20, 2020)

STAY

SAFE
Easter Baskets
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[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:
May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister

