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THE PASTOR PONDERS...What Needs To Go??
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. (Psalm 51: 10)
I’ve been spending a lot of time in my car
recently and listening to the radio helps to pass the
time. The 1/800-GOT JUNK commercial is a staple
of the drive, and there are days when I’m very
tempted to give it a call. The thought of pointing at
a pile of boxes and having them magically disappear
seems like the perfect solution to many of my problems. I often wonder what I would truly miss if that
happened.
I’m not quite sure how or when the idea of
spring cleaning came into being, but, as spring approaches (at least on the calendar!), it seems to be
something that we start to think about. Perhaps it
started way back when people carpeted their homes
with straw, heated their abodes with fire, and wore
fur for warmth. Spring just seemed like a good time
to clean out all the ashes and dust, rid themselves of
the vermin, and air out the musty smell that had developed over the winter. Houses were filled with
fresh straw, windows were uncovered to let the fresh
air and sunshine in, and colorful flowers completed
the decoration. And, since the ice had melted off the
rivers and lakes, I’m assuming that bathing was also
part of the yearly ritual.
Perhaps spring cleaning started with the Jewish tradition of the Passover, a festival which takes
place in the spring. During that time God’s people
were forbidden to eat anything with leaven or anything that had been fermented. Prior to the Passover
celebration, it was the custom to clean one’s house
from top to bottom to make sure nothing “unclean”
was hidden away in the corners.
No matter how it came into being, the idea
of spring cleaning remains. It’s a time for airing out
the house, cleaning out closets and other places
where “stuff” seems to accumulate, washing windows, and rearranging furniture. It’s hard work, but
it usually leaves us with a sense of accomplishment
and a new lease on life.

For followers of Jesus Christ, the season of
Lent is a time of spiritual spring cleaning as we are
invited to spend some time reflecting on and getting
rid of those things that tend to be cluttering up or
dirtying up our lives so that we can experience the
freedom and joy of Easter. However, as we get rid of
the “junk,” it also means that we have space to fill
with some new and beautiful things, as well. During
our Lenten time of reading scripture, prayer, fasting,
worship, and service, we clean our hearts of old anger, hurts, fear, disappointment, criticism, insecurity,
hatred, and anything else that stands in the way of
our relationship with God and others, and we fill
them with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, generosity, and self-control – the
delicious and pleasing fruit of the Spirit. Only then
can we truly be ready to celebrate the light and the
life that the Easter resurrection of Christ brings.
Wishing you a blessed and holy (and fruitful) Lent!

Pastor Char
If you enjoy praying Psalms,
hearing Lenten Scriptures,
singing a praiseful Hymn, and
offering Prayer
in the company of good people...
If you are moved by evening shadows
flickering candles,
a scent of incense, and
the sound of bells…
You are warmly invited to gather at
St. Ignatius, 500 Depot Street, at 6:00 pm
along with members of Antioch’s Tri-Parishes
—Antioch UMCA, St. Stephen ELCA,
St. Ignatius, Episcopal—
any or all of the Sundays of Lent,
March 1st through April 5th,
praying timeless and treasured
Evening Prayers at "Vespers."

...JUST WONDERING...
I spoke recently to a relative and asked
about her brother. Her reply was, “I still haven’t
heard from him,” Her brother Bill decided several
years ago that he no longer wanted any contact with
his sister or their mom. We’ve all heard similar stories or have experienced this first hand. We have
either been “discarded” or have removed someone
from our life. There are, without any elaboration,
persons that bring toxicity to a relationship. For
mental, physical, and/or spiritual health, separation
is the only way. I can positively attest that none of
that was the case with Bill, his sister, and mom. So,
my question is: Why do we remove some people
from our lives? Distance will obviously separate us
physically, but we all have cell or landline phones.
There’s still a USPS. If God works through relationships, then God purposefully puts people in our
lives. If, or when, that purpose is ever determined,
do we then discard? What if we’ve been we discarded? We can’t be discarded if we don’t want
to be discarded! Honor Christ and put others first.
(Ephesians 5:21, CEV)

MISSIONS
SAVE THE DATE!
Thursday, April 16th, 6:00 pm
Lowell and Claudia Wertz, Missionaries
Lowell and Claudia Wertz are missionaries for Joy in the Harvest. They have been serving in Tanzania, Africa. Claudia had surgery in
the US last year, and during this furlough the couple has been traveling the country telling about
their ministry.
This event will take place in Wesley Hall,
commencing with a potluck, and followed by a
DVD presentation and a time for questions.
The Wertzes are filling and shipping a
container to Africa in May and would appreciate
contributions of yarn or money. The United Methodist women in the refugee camps love it when
Claudia brings them yarn for the projects they
make and can sell.
Yarn conforming to the following would
be appreciated:
• Light or medium weight yarn (no wool)
• All colors accepted.
• It will be more transportable if in bags.

2020 BUDGET
At the February 11th Church Council meeting the 2020 budget was approved. With all the
changes going on with retiring/new pastor, selling/
buying parsonage, we did our best with what we
know today. As things become more clear, we may
need to "amend" the budget. As in previous years,
we have a faith-based budget, not a zero sum
(balanced budget).
We have budgeted $258,010 in income and
$282,492 in expenses, leaving us with a $24,482
deficit, hence the faith-based budget.

MISSIONS COMMITTEE MEETING
SCHEDULED
The next Mission Committee meeting
will be held on March 27th at 10:30 am in the
church kitchen.
Becky Reckamp

WALKING TO JERUSALUM
Linda Hensgen

Please remember to submit articles for
The Messenger by the 15th of the
month!

Our Walking to Jerusalem effort is now
underway! Pleased consider signing up and helping us rack up those miles that we so badly
need. Last year we doubled the miles
walked from the previous year to over 4,000
miles! We can work together and do it again
or maybe even exceed the grand total! Let's
get walking!

MISSIONS COMMITTEE SAYS THANKS
The Missions Committee would like to
thank everyone who has donated to and/or purchased items from our sale tables, and also all those who have
helped set up, price, and pack
these items.
We would especially like
to thank Walt Cichonski for taking our unsold household renovation/building items to the Habitat for Humanities Restore. We would also like to thank
Tamara Knodell and Greg Collins for moving
the items and tables in preparation for our Annual Dixie Dudes and Mardi Gras Celebration
Sunday. And thank you to Sally Rodgers for all
of her hard work on this project over the years.
Carleen Wurster

KIDS!
Confirmation Class WILL meet Wednesdays,
March 4th and 11th, 5:30-7:00 pm.
Confirmation Class WILL NOT meet March 18th
and 25th.
Confirmation Class WILL meet Wednesdays,
April 1st and 8th, 5:30-7:00 pm AND April 19th
and 26th, 5:30-7:00 pm.
Confirmation Class WILL NOT meet April 15th.
Pastor Char
____________________
Sunday School
Make a Joyful Noise!
Ms. Debbie has introduced a
wonderful new element to Sunday School music instruction—
handbells! The kids have been
having a great time with this colorful, easy-to-play set. We have
plenty of bells, so everyone can
play!
Pretzel Sunday, March 15th! In a Lenten
tradition,
on
March
15
the Sunday School kids will go
into the church kitchen to
make pretzels, a food steeped in
tradition that reminds us of
prayer. We invite all children to
join us!
Elisa Guiffier

The Best Preschool Under the Son
Our February Open House was very successful and has helped to boost registration for the
fall. Classes are beginning to fill.
We are currently running a
Butter Braid fundraiser. Order
forms can be found in Wesley Hall.
Do something good for us AND for
yourself; try them! They are delicious!
Kim Dodd, UMCA Preschool Director
UMCA Youth Group
The first weekend of February, our Youth
Group was busy making 77 sub sandwiches! We
hope that everyone found them delicious and
knows how much we appreciate your support! Over the last couple years the Youth Group
has conducted several fundraisers, and because of
your help is finally headed off this summer on an
amazing mission trip!
We will be taking a trip to the Midwest
Mission Distribution Center in southern Illinois
the last week of June. The Midwest Mission has
been showing God’s Love in practical ways
through the distribution of education, health, micro-business, and disaster relief supplies meeting
basic human needs around the world and around
the corner since 2000. Our youth are looking forward to the “hands-on” mission experience and
bringing hope to those receiving the supplies. If
you would like to read more about what we will
be doing please see http://www.midwestmission
.org. Thank you for helping to make this possible!
Aimee Bemis

NEW UMCA DIRECTORY!

FOREVER PLAID!

We are so excited about the new Church Directory and the photo shoots scheduled for March 3rd
through 7th. Most of you have signed up, and we
look forward to a productive photo shoot. If you
have yet to sign up, please call Barb Cantrell at
847/804-0361 for available time slots. If you are unavailable or out of town during these dates, please
call Nancy Rae at 847/226-7794. She will help guide
you to get a photo taken or submitted. If you are
available to help sign congregants up as they come in
on those dates, please call Carolyn Keller at 847/4097346 to schedule a time at the table. We could use
help during those days, so even an hour during March
3rd through 7th would be helpful. Thank you so
much.
Barbara Cantrell

Theater Returning to UMCA!
We are thrilled to announce that our Theatre
Ministry will present Forever Plaid—A Heavenly
Musical Hit in our very own Wesley Hall!

GRIEFSHARE
If you are grieving or know of anyone who
is, we offer a GriefShare group that meets every
Thursday afternoon from 12:30 to 2:00 pm in the All
Saints Room. It is a healing place where we discuss
our losses and come to realize that there is hope
through these difficult times. The sessions utilize
discussion, videos, a workbook, and listening. Currently we are in the sixth week of the thirteen week
course but welcome newcomers at any time. Grief
can be unbearable and should not be endured
alone. We ask for a $20 one time donation for the
workbook. If you are interested in attending please
contact Barb Cantrell at 847/804-0361.

Barbara Cantrell
____________________
UMCA
Mardi
Gras

What a blessing and an honor it is to be undertaking a reawakening of the Theatre Ministry established by the late Ken Smouse. The process of
bringing live theatre back to our congregation began
in September, 2019, when we applied for the rights to
a four-person musical about a close harmony quartet
that is given the opportunity to return to earth for one
final chance at musical glory. Rights and royalties
were granted to UMCA for a one weekend run
of Forever Plaid in November. Work began on finding the perfect cast and a two-piece band. The group
began rehearsals in January, 2020, and has been having a blast bringing nostalgic 1950s hits such as
Chain Gang, Catch a Falling Star, and Heart and
Soul to life. Coordination of all the elements of a full
stage musical has been challenging, but with God’s
blessings and our connections within our community
we have experienced rewards. It is going to be very
exciting to open our doors to the community and welcome them to our church and to some delightful family entertainment with a wonderful message. You
won’t want to miss it!
Tickets for the UMCA Theatre Ministry production of Forever Plaid can be purchased by visiting https://umcaforeverplaid.bpt.me or calling the
box office at 1800/838-3006. Tickets are $10 plus a
$1.50 processing fee. The show dates are March 13th,
14th, and 15th. The Friday and Saturday performances will be held at 7:00 pm and the Sunday matinee at 2:30 pm. Doors will open 45 minutes before
the start of the show. Please see Nicole if you need
help in purchasing tickets.
With a Song and a Dance,
Nicole Heyl

BIBLE STUDY
If you are not in a Bible study group, I
would like to encourage you to join one. Being part
of a Bible study offers participants the benefits of
learning about the Bible, as well as learning from
and about each other.
Members of the Monday Afternoon Bible
Study pick a book of the Bible to study. We
read and discuss what we have read. We usually
read two chapters a week. When we finish the book,
then we choose another. We have had some very
interesting discussions.
We have learned how their culture affected
many of the Bible characters we have studied. We
have also learned about our fellow Bible study participants. Everyone shares only what they want to
share. There is no pressure to say anything.
When the pastor's sermon refers to a book of
the Bible that we have read, it reinforces what we
have studied and gives us great satisfaction..
So please consider joining the Monday Afternoon Bible Study. We meet every Monday—
except the first Monday of the month—in the music
room from 1:30 to 2:30 pm. Everyone is welcome to
bring water, coffee or a beverage to drink. Sometimes someone will bring in a snack, but that is not a
requirement. Call me with questions, 847/356-3548.

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY
Elgin District United Methodist Men Lenten
Breakfast
Saturday, March 7, 2020, 8:30 - 11:30 am
First UMC of Crystal Lake
236 West Crystal Lake Avenue, Crystal Lake
Keynote: Rev. Lisa Kruse-Safford
Topic: What Do You Have?: How men can help
in the movement to minimize and eradicate hunger in our communities and the world. Part of the
offering will go to The Society of St. Andrew (an
organization that addresses the issue of hunger—
Potato Drop, etc.)
The breakfast and service will afford the
opportunity to get acquainted (or reacquainted)
with other men in the Elgin District, discuss new
ideas for men’s ministries, and participate in passionate worship.
All men are invited. Please respond asap
but before March 4th.
John Maxon, VP, Elgin District UMM
312/933-3239, jsmaxon@aol.com
____________________
Organ Melodies:
Phil Specter

Bible Study Quiz:
In biblical times, who was the Shulamite of
the family? What was the burden of Moab? Join us
at Monday Afternoon Bible Study, Mondays at 1:30
pm to find these answers and explore many other
mysteries of the bible.

Becky Reckamp

OPPORTUNITY
ALL men are invited to an outing
to Gateway Classic Cars, 9949 58th Pl. #400, Kenosha, WI on Saturday, March 3rd at 8:00 am. We
will meet for breakfast at Bristol 45 Diner, 8321
200th Ave. (Route 45), Bristol, WI. We will need
a definite confirmation from all men attending so we
can reserve space at the diner. There is no cost for
admission to Gateway Classic Cars, but you are on
your own for the cost of your breakfast. We will be
inviting the Men's Group from St. Stephens
Church. I suggest meeting at the Salem Library,
Rte. 83 at AH, for carpooling. PLEASE! Email
Dan Fluck, dfluck3743@aol.com or call
262/914/2939. Please join us for a morning filled
with fun and comradery.

UMW speaker:
Brooke Buzard,
from Cunnington Children's
Home in Urbana,
IL

The United Methodist Church of Antioch
848 Main Street
Antioch, IL 60002
847/395-1259
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Char Hoffmann
Email: umc.antioch@att.net
Website: umcantioch.org
Like us on Facebook:
United Methodist Church of Antioch
Join us on Sunday:
Worship: 8:00, 10:30 am
Church School 9:15 am
Youth Choir 8:45 am
Chancel Choir 9:15 am

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:
May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister

