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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...
I want to start by saying “Thank you!” to so many
people who helped me while I was quarantined with COVID19. Some of you sent well-wishes, some of you dropped off
food – it was nice not to feel alone when I was stuck inside.
The exhaustion was real, friends. Thank you for your care and
concern.
Additionally, I want to remind you that my cell
phone is the emergency contact phone number you have for
me. I leave it on during the overnight hours, near my head
while I sleep, so that if something were to happen and you
needed me, I could respond. With that in mind, please be
aware of what time you are sending me text messages. Those
notifications go off overnight, as well. When people contact
me after 8/9:00 pm and before 8:00 am, my mind jumps into
emergency help mode. Many times these messages are not
emergencies and could wait until normal working hours. If
you are having an emergency and need your pastor, please
reach out. If there is a death, a major accident, or if you are
grieving in the middle of the night and need to talk something
out before it spirals out of control, these are examples of real
reasons to call, and I don’t want you to be afraid to do so. If,
however, it is a question about a schedule or some other benign topic, I encourage you to wait until normal business
hours.
June brings us into a couple of special celebrations
in the life of the church and then some vacation time for me.
Pentecost will be Sunday, June 5th and for this occasion we
invite everyone to wear red to worship. Pentecost is the celebration of the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church – also
known as the birthday of the Church. The Acts text tells us
that the Spirit arrived on every person gathered and looked
like tongues of fire setting on them. Hence, red is the color
for Pentecost, representing that fire that calls us forward into
our future. It will also be the last Sunday for our choir, so we
hope you will join us to celebrate all our blessings!
June 12th is Trinity Sunday and Peace with Justice
Sunday in The United Methodist Church. Trinity Sunday is
an ecumenical celebration that marks our belief in a 3-in-1
God. Now, to be real, the Trinity is one of the more complicated concepts of our faith, but it is also important for us to
continue to grow in our understanding. You might be asking,
“What is Peace with Justice Sunday?” UMC.org tells us,
“United Methodists relate to this special Sunday by seeking
peaceful solutions, creating and supporting peace-related ministries in their conference and learning about peaceful, just
efforts around the world. Our Social Principles call us to love
our enemies, seek justice, and serve as reconcilers of conflict.
We insist that the first moral duty of all nations is to work
together to resolve by peaceful means every dispute that aris-

es between or among them.
“The United Methodist Church, with its historic
commitment to peace and justice, can and should provide
leadership to this social transformation. The General Board
of Church and Society of The United Methodist Church
holds a non-governmental, consultative status with the United
Nations. This status allows us to participate in UN meetings,
consultations and conferences. We recognize and renew our
call for social transformation, for the quest to open the doors
of opportunity for all, to distribute resources more equitably,
and to provide better care for persons in need.
“Donations for this special Sunday support programs
and ministries to educate, equip and mobilize actions in support of identified Economic, Health, and Gender Justice Priorities. Each Annual Conference has a Peace with Justice
Coordinator developing local social justice ministries. Fifty
percent of the offering remains in your annual conference to
support this ministry.
“We achieve peace with justice efforts by working
with the World Council of Churches, interfaith and ecumenical bodies, and secular organizations for social-justice policies and programs that seek the wholeness of shalom for all of
God’s people. Your gift, joined with the gifts of others, makes
a significant impact in the lives of individuals and communities.”
(https://www.umc.org/en/content/peace-with-justicesunday-ministry-article). I hope you will prayerfully consider
participating in this offering.
The end of the month brings some vacation time for
me. Take a look at who is preaching for us in my absence!
You will all be in great hands! Thank you to our guest
preachers for covering in my absence.
June 5

Acts 2:1-21

Never Alone
Pentecost
Communion

June 12

Romans 5:1-5

Boasting in Hope
Trinity Sunday
Peace with Justice
Sunday

June 19

Pastor Katie on vacation – Rev. Darneather
Murph-Heath preaches

June 26

Pastor Katie on vacation –
Pastor Kathleen preaches

Pastor Katie Voigt

HAVE YOU SEEN ANY SPARROWS?
Our opening hymn on March 26th was
#2146, “His Eye Is On The Sparrow”. I thought
about it a lot in the weeks that followed. I wonder
how many of us knew the origins
of this hymn that is one of our
favorites here at UMCA.
The lyrics were written in
1905 by Civilia Durfee Martin.
She was born in Nova Scotia in
1866 but lived most of her life in
Atlanta, Georgia where she died
in 1948. She wrote several hymns
and gospel songs. She and her
husband Walter, a Harvard educated evangelist minister, had become close friends
to a Mr. and Mrs. Doolittle. Mrs. Doolittle had been
bedridden for most of 20 years and Mr. Doolittle
was an incurable cripple who needed a wheelchair
to get around. Walter once asked the secret to their
both being so upbeat and full
of hopefulness. And, how
could they bring such inspiration and comfort to so
many lives. Did they ever get
discouraged? Mrs. Doolittle,
without hesitation, replied,
“His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches
me.” She said her inspiration, enabling her to say
such a thing, was from Matthew 10: 29-31.
“Why should I feel discouraged, why
should the shadows come...”
Mike DeBenedetto, Lay Servant

MISSIONS
PADS: Providing Advocacy, Dignity & Shelter
Our Homeless Healthcare Advocacy Program (HHAP) addresses the significant health and
well-being issues that often lead to homelessness
and make it even more difficult to overcome. When
a person doesn’t know
where they’re going to
sleep at night or where their next meal will come
from, their health is often neglected. By eliminating the barriers that prevent clients from
seeking and receiving medical
care, clients are able to get the
diagnosis, treatment, and support
they need to improve their physical health.

MISSIONS, continued
PADS

Our Healthcare Case Manager provides
support that includes medical, prenatal,
pediatric, vision, dental, podiatric care,
and more. In addition, we work to eliminate logistical barriers to healthcare by
providing support with transportation to
and from appointments, prescription
assistance, and other important medical
resources. See more on the PADS website, www.padslakecounty.org.
Summer Break—Thank you all
for every item you have donated. The
PADS program changes during the
summer months and
we're going to take a
little break, too. We'll see how our
program changes in the fall. Who
knows...maybe we’ll be back to making lunches.
Carol Cichonski
Missions Committee
The next Missions meeting will be Tuesday,
June 7th, 1:00 pm in Wesley Hall.
Rebecca Reckamp

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
WESLEY AFTERNOON CIRCLE
The members of Wesley Afternoon Circle
will be attending the United Women in Faith end-of
-year luncheon on Wednesday, June 1st at 11:45
am. The location of the luncheon will be Anastasia's Restaurant in Antioch. The luncheon will
begin a long voyage in serving the Lord as a
"combined" group known as United Women in
Faith. Anyone needing a ride, please call Anne
Dickson at 224/818-8725.

Anne Dickson

OUR YOUTH

OUR YOUTH

United Methodist Preschool
The four year old preschool class learned
all about kindergarten. At the end of last week they
were treated to a surprise visit from a bus driver.
The children learned safety rules to follow at the
bus stop, how to enter and exit the bus safely, and
they took a short ride around the parking lot. May
26th was our last day of school. All of the children
enjoyed the year end picnic. Our four year old class
will have a ceremony to celebrate them moving on
to kindergarten.
I would like to thank all of our teachers for
their dedication and hard work: Our two year old
class is taught by Ms. Tammy and Ms. Candice.
Our three year old class is taught by Ms. Jackie
and Ms. Angie, and our four year olds were taught
by Ms. Kate and Ms. Melissa.
This preschool year would not have been as
successful as it was without the help of our wonderful substitute teachers. Ms. Emily R., Ms. Lauren, Ms. Heidi, and Ms. Emily K. were very reliable and fit in perfectly with all of the teachers. I
would also like to thank our preschool board for
all of their hard work: Heather Menzer, Heidi
Gilday, LouAnn Holmes, Margaret Zaller,
Carleen Wurster

Sunday School
We’ve wrapped up another year of Sunday
School! We truly appreciate Ms. Debbie for teaching the Sunday School kids some wonderful handbell music this year. For our last class, we used
craft sand donated by a generous, anonymous congregation member (thank you!) to create these
beautiful sand-art jars.

Kim Dodd

PRAYER FOR UVALDE AND ALL
MASS TRAGEDIES

Elisa Gueffier

Holy One,
Our thoughts and prayers are with the families and
friends of those in Uvalde, Texas.
We recognize, however, that this isn’t enough.
Mobilize us, God.
We do not want to be desensitized to violence.
Stir something deep within that empowers us to
stand up to violence of all kinds but most especially
to the violence that hurts your sweet children.
Give us words to speak truth to power.
Show us how to use our hands, our feet, and our
hearts because we know that you require more from
us in these times.
Provide us with the strength only you can provide
as we seek to protect all of your children.
We pray for the healing of those who are in critical
condition, for the parents and families who are
grieving, and for this community who has suffered
a great loss.
Amen
This prayer was written by Aimee Cox, director of children's ministry at Christ United Methodist Church, and was published on May 24th,
2022, by United Methodist Communications.
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[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister

