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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...
We continue to walk our way through some
leadership issues in Scripture this summer. We’ve
struggled so far with peer pressure, expectations,
what our foundation is, and what to do with interruptions. All of these things had lessons to teach us
about how God wanted us to tackle these issues in
our family lives, in our work lives, as well as in our
life together as church family.
In July we continue to
think about this topic and what this
might mean for as us. We look
ahead to honesty and selfawareness. When we know ourselves and can see where we are
getting in our own way or where
some part of our past is getting in our way, that can
help us to lead into the future with integrity. Paul
ends up boasting in his weaknesses to help people
understand that it isn’t because he is so amazing that
people follow him, but ultimately because of how
amazing God is.
Then we will jump back to the First Testament. Some scholars have started to refer to the Old
Testament as the First Testament because many
think that “old” carries with it connotations that we
don’t have to pay attention to it any more. In fact,
I’ve heard people say things similar to that. “Oh, we
have Jesus now, so we don’t really need the Old
Testament.” Except the First Testament sets the
stage for us, gives us some
amazing context clues for
why the New or Second
Testament teachings mean
what they do. So, we’ll go
back to the story of David.
In this episode he is dancing when the ark of the covenant is brought in and set
in its rightful place. We’ll discuss the need to find
joy in our work and celebrate our accomplishments.
Sticking with David, we’ll move into the
question for any leader – What are you called to do?

Nathan helps David discern if he is to build a house
for God. At first it seems the answer is yes, but later
the answer seems to be no. Which job is for you to
do, which job is for me to do, and which jobs are for
us to do together? Each of us is called to something,
and how can we assist each other along the way
without taking on what isn’t ours to take?
For the final Sunday in July, we will look at what happens in
David’s leadership story when he
makes a large mistake. We’ve
heard the story about David and
Bathsheba, but we often forget
Uriah in the telling. (In fact, you
might be asking, Who is Uriah? He is Bathsheba’s
first husband.) We are not perfect leaders and we are
not perfect followers in our lives. And yet, David is
still counted as a good king. What do we do with
this information?
So much to think about during July. I pray
you will join us for worship, in whatever way you
are comfortable. A reminder that on Sunday, July
4th, we will have one worship service at 9:00 am, to
accommodate the community parade schedule.
July 4th

2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Leadership: Honesty & SelfAwareness Help
Communion

July 11th

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19
Leadership: Find the Joy in
the Work

July 18th

2 Samuel 7:1-14a
Leadership: Do the Job
You Are Called to Do

July 25th

2 Samuel 11:1-15
Leadership: Making Mistakes

Pastor Katie Voigt

ARE YOU MOSTLY HOMEBOUND?
Would you like Pastor Katie to visit? Now
that we are opening up more and more, and Pastor
Katie is fully vaccinated, she is more
comfortable with in-home visits. If
you would like to schedule one with
her, please call the church 847/3951259 or her cell phone 309/5073426, and she will set up a time that
works for both of you to come visit.
If you would prefer to be masked for
the visit, or if you would prefer that
Pastor Katie be masked, she is more
than willing to accommodate those kinds of requests. Please just let her know what you prefer.

KNOWLEDGE VS. SUSPICION
We all understand that knowledge and wisdom are not the same. Conventional wisdom is to be
clear about what we know and what we suspect. A
lot of facts and lessons came from the world’s experiences over the last year and a
half. So did a heap of speculation, taken as fact. What is done
with what was learned will define if knowledge or wisdom is
gained. In a recent Dallas
Willard daily devotional, I
came upon his thoughts on “Understanding
knowledge.” He writes, “Let me clearly state that
knowledge is the capacity to represent things as
they are on an appropriate basis of thought and experience. Knowledge is not present when a correct
guess is made. Also, the presence of a mound of
accurate data or evidence does not in itself constitute knowledge. Two conditions must come together
for knowledge to exist. The first is accuracy
(representing things as they are), and the second is
having appropriate thought and experience upon
which one’s conclusion (representation) is based.
When these two factors are present, knowledge is
attained.” I fear that with all the “knowledge” to be
gained from the pandemic, some will have learned
nothing.
Mike DeBenedetto, Lay Servant

EARLY ADOPTERS
Early Adopter’s Journey
In early March, a small team from our
church began Phase 1 of the Early Adopters Program. The Northern Illinois Conference recommended our church for this process
because they want to invest in and
strengthen our congregation. They
believe in our ministry and our future!
Led by Paul Nixon and Beth Estock of The
Epicenter Group, our church and team have:
• taken the Readiness 360 survey to assess our
readiness to move forward with new ministry
development;
• completed an audit of our current ministries and
trends with regard to demographics and finances
(Many thanks to Dawn Vogel for doing the leg
work of collecting the data for this!);
• explored community demographics using a tool
called Mission Insite.
Along the way, we are
thoughtfully and prayerfully discussing how we should move forward
coming out of the pandemic. A couple of common themes have emerged
that are on our hearts as a congregation. First and
foremost, we have all been yearning to worship and
serve together again. Second, the majority of us
feel strongly about reaching out to our community
and welcoming new folks into our church.
In a particularly thought-provoking meeting
with Paul and Beth, they shared just a bit about
practices and attitudes that healthy, growing churches
exhibit.
We have also
been warned
– there are
“growing
pains” and
God might
challenge us to do and see things differently in order
to more effectively minister to our community.
Our team has completed Phase 1 and we are
considering how best to move forward. We welcome your prayers, your questions (though we
might not have all of the answers), and your input.
How might God be calling the United Methodist
Church of Antioch to reimagine ministry in order to
fulfill our mission to grow in faith and reach out to
our community and the world?
Your Early Adopter’s Team: Pastor Katie,
Carol Cichonski, Dan Young, Tamara Knodell,
and Nikki Georgia

MISSIONS
PADS
Good news from PADS! There will be a
blended program of hotels and rotating shelter sites
beginning in
October,
2021. Hotels will continue
to help families and those at
higher health risk, and the
rotating sites will have fewer clients, but this is a large
step back toward normal. Hooray!!! We'll be back to making lunches
for the St. Mark Lutheran Church in
Lindenhurst this fall.
The PADS coordinator asked
that we focus on gift cards and cleaning
supplies this month. The drive will be
announced on Sunday, July 18th, and
July 25th will be our collection target. See below for some suggestions.
• Gift cards: gas, Walmart, Jewel, fast
food
• Cleaning supplies: bleach, disinfectant
wipes, laundry soap pods
• PPE: masks, gloves, hand sanitizer
• New undergarments: adult sizes
Please call the church office 847/395
-1259 or call/email Carol Cichonski 847/265-1214/
ccichonksi@comcast.net with requests for donation pick-ups, if you
are not able to bring your donation
to church.

MISSIONS, continued
Epiphany in July
On Sunday, July 11th, to commemorate the
day we celebrate the Wise Men bringing gifts to baby Jesus, we will be bringing gifts
to worship services to honor baby
Jesus, too. Please consider bringing
desperately
needed
baby diapers and
wipes which will be
donated to Open
Arms Mission to assist local families
in need. Especially needed are diapers
in sizes 5 and 6 (the larger sizes). Your contributions will be greatly appreciated.
Carleen Wurster
PEO Book Project for Open Arms
The Antioch chapter of PEO
(Philanthropic Education Organization)
would like to thank all members of our
congregation who donated books for their
upcoming book distribution. Book bags
containing age-appropriate books and special little
summer gifts will be turned in to Open Arms during
July.

Carol Cichonski

Missions Committee
The next Missions Committee meeting will
be October 5th, 1:00 pm at the church.
Becky Reckamp

Sue DeRoche
Please remember to submit articles for The
Messenger by the 15th of the month!

UNITED METHODIST PRESCHOOL

FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

Chicago Bears Ticket Auction!
The preschool is auctioning off four preseason tickets to the Chicago Bears vs. the Miami
Dolphins game on Saturday, August 14th, courtesy of Sally Rodgers. The auction sheet is now located on a table in Wesley Hall.
The auction will close at noon on
July 4th. Margaret Zaller has graciously volunteered to sit by the preschool sign outside the church during the parade if anyone would
like to submit a bid or check on the bidding.

Even though I was on vacation on June
27th, the opening day for congregational singing, I
have long anticipated the celebration of singing
together again. It is difficult to comprehend that it
has been about fifteen months since our treasured
hymn books have lined our pews.
The Lake County Department of
Health has now told churches that
singing for fully vaccinated congregants is safe. For those who are
not yet fully vaccinated, wearing a
mask and keeping distance is recommended. While during the last several months
we sought to “do no harm” to each other, not to
sing has been the most unnatural thing for all of us.
Keeping our voices quiet during the
singing of hymns has been difficult.
Listening to a hymn being sung, I
would sing loudly in my heart,
mouth the words, and drink in the
meaning of the text, but I yearned to
sing aloud.
As we find our voices again, let us all follow the command in Psalm 95:1-2, “O come, let us
sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the
rock of our salvation.” I love the phrase, joyful
noise; while not all of us are in the choir or blessed
with the voice of our beloved choir director, Nicole, we are still exhorted to make a joyful noise. Our voices after such a long
period of silence may not be able to sing
as high as we used to or as clearly. It’s
entirely all right if your voice cracks or
your breathing isn’t as deep. Take time
in your home or in your car and start
singing again. Warm up your vocal cords and celebrate with the rest of your church family that we
may sing together again. Perhaps the Lord will
open your heart to the possibility of joining the
choir. Let us make a joyful noise!

Preschool Summer Camp

Debbie Gillette, Music /director

STEP BY STEP

Children’s Sermon

Last service with masks

No masks for Vaxxers!

...and SINGING!

Paul Bleadow
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Please join us in person or online for worship.
Starting in June our in person worship schedule is
8:30 am & 10:00 am The link for the recorded
service can be found on our website
at umcantioch.org. The information is also
shared on our Facebook page. We continue to
follow COVID protocol and evaluate as needed.
Please join us in person or online for worship.

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:
May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister

