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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...
2022?! Who would have thought that we made it
here already? It has been a strange season for us for so
long. We are so desperate for life to be what we want it
to be, rather than being driven by
illness and disease. Unfortunately,
we still aren’t there. I keep thinking
back to those early days in March
of 2020 when we all thought that a
couple weeks of disciplined lockdown would have this whole thing taken care of. Oh, the
things we didn’t know then, and oh, how the virus has
mutated since then! We continue to adapt and change
and live into the current reality, as best we can, as often
as we can adapt.
We never stopped doing ministry, and we still
won’t now. We have continued to get creative about
how we serve Jesus Christ in our community, and we
will keep that up. We will continue to watch things, we
will continue to put in place the best mitigation factors
that we can in order to do the best we can to keep one
another safe. Jesus teaches us to love
our neighbors, and in that vein, we
continue to encourage you to seek
out vaccinations, if you haven’t done
so yet. Sometimes these community
health conversations challenge us to
look at our own health, yes, but also to look beyond our
health to see the impact that our decisions might have on
the health of other people.
Sometimes we get lost in thinking that the only
place our faith is relevant is at church, and oppositely,
thinking that nothing in the world has impact on our
faith. We put the two areas of our lives in two buckets
and think that they never mix and never have an impact
on the other area. Unfortunately, this thinking couldn’t
be farther from the truth, but we
get stuck in it all the time. To
help us work on building a bridge
between these two worlds, worship starting in mid-January and
continuing into February has been
designed to help us look into one area of the world and
see what we can learn or see what we can glean about
our faith from something that wasn’t necessarily intended for that purpose. We will be helping us all to start

asking, ‘Where do I see God in my everyday life?’ so
that, hopefully, we all get a bit more practice with that,
and are better able to do that, even after the sermon series is over. I hope you will join us as we look to some
Oldies But Goodies – both in Scripture and song.
January 2

Isaiah 60:1-6 & Matthew 2:1-12
From Far Away
Communion
Epiphany Sunday

January 9

Isaiah 43:1-7 & Luke
3:15-17, 21-22
Water That Redeems
Baptism of our Lord/
Reaffirmation of our
Baptismal Vows

January 16

Jeremiah 29:10-14
Oldies But Goodies: Who Will Prosper?
Human Relations Day
Song: A Change Is Gonna Come
(by Sam Cooke)

January 23

John 3:16-20
Oldies But Goodies: God’s Gift of
Jesus
Song: Like a Bridge Over Troubled
Water (by Simon & Garfunkel)

January 30

Psalm 23
Oldies But Goodies:
Pastor Kathleen
preaching
5th Sunday ChildServ
offering
Song: What a Won
derful World (by
Louis Armstrong)

Pastor Katie Voigt

MODERN PARABLE
A king had ten wild dogs. He used them to
torture and kill any minister that misguided him .A
minister once gave an opinion which was wrong and
the king didn’t like it. He ordered the
minister to be thrown to the dogs. The
minister said, “I served you loyally for
ten years and you do this?” The king was
unrelenting. The minister pleaded,
“Please give me ten days before you
throw me to the dogs.” The king agreed. The minister went to the keeper of the dogs and asked to
serve the dogs for the next ten days. The
guard agreed. So the minister started feeding
the dogs, caring for them, washing them, and
providing all sorts of comfort for them. When
the ten days were up, the king ordered the
minister be thrown to the dogs as sentenced. When
he was thrown in, everyone was amazed. The dogs
were wagging their tails, playing with the condemned minister, and licking his feet. The king was
very surprised. “What happened to the dogs?” he
growled. The minister said, “I served the dogs for
only ten days and they didn’t forget my service. I served you for
ten years and you forgot all but
my first mistake!” This was sent
to me as a joke; the punch line was silly. I read it as
a metaphor for much more...until next month. BTW,
keep the boss close, but the dogs closer!
Mike DiBenetto, Lay Servant

RECORD KEEPING
It’s that time of the year again when many
people make extra or special donations to the
Church or charitable organization of their choice.
For those who itemize deductions on their tax returns or exclude from an IRA distribution, contributions in excess of $250 require a written
receipt from the organization. The church
often receives distributions from IRAs
with NO indication as to whose account
they’re coming from. Without a name on the check
stub or the check itself your account cannot be
credited with the contribution. When making contributions from an IRA, please be sure
your name is being put on the transmittal or notify the church office that
you have requested a check be sent, and indicate
the financial institution and trustee issuing the
check. If you're not sure on checks issued during
the past year, please give TeKeesha Fisher a call to
at 847/395-1259, as the annual giving statements
will be issued in January.
Jerry Topcik

ReTURN TEAM
GREETING AND UPDATE
Happy New Year to UMCA! The ReTurn
Team has been watching the positivity
rate in Lake County and keeping track
of the CDC recommendations.
If you have not been vaccinated, please talk with one of us to share
any concerns and questions you might
have. If we don't know the answer we
will contact someone that does. We want to encourage you highly to be vaccinated now. It is imperative
to get the booster vaccine, as well, to
deter serious illness and hospitalization due to the new Omicron variant
that was discovered in November.
We are aware that steps will
have to be taken if the positivity rate continues to
climb. Please do your part to help us all to be able to
continue worshiping in person.
The ReTurn Team: Pastor Katie,
Bert Kibbler, Debbie Gillette,
Heather Menzer, Tom Kessell, Carol Dunn,
Dawn Vogel

MISSIONS
Cookie Sale/Resale Shoppe
We had another successful year at the Cookie
Sale & Christmas Resale Shoppe! Thanks to everyone who came out to buy the cookies, stocking stuffers, dog treats and Christmas items. Also special
thanks to my bakers, set up helpers, workers the day
of the sale, clean up crew and people who made donations. We made a total of $2,232.85 that will be
donated to Mission Projects.

LouAnn Holmes

MORE ON MISSIONS
PADS

Thank you to all who donate. I need to
make a couple of call outs to Anne Dickson for
health kits and Pat and Irv Metz for hats and gloves
donations, and Kathy Wurster for
dishes for the housewarming project. The staff are always so appreciative of what we bring.
January
23rd
will be our collection
date this month, and
let's focus on breakfast
items. Please remember
microwavable items are acceptable, but
refrigeration is not available. Gift cards to fast
food restaurants and grocery stores are always appreciated.
Please contact Carol Cichonski,
847/265-1214 or ccichonski@comcast.net if you
need pickup of your donation. Thank you.
• Hot/Cold Cereal
• Granola Bars
• Fruit cups
• Muffins, donuts, Pop Tarts (Items should have a
longer shelf life than bakery time goods.)
• Juice cups/boxes

OUR YOUTH
Sunday School
It was a wonderful December at UMCA
Sunday School! We learned so much about
the Annunciation, Mary and Elizabeth, and, of
course, the birth of Jesus. The kids are doing a fantastic job finding each week's passages in their Bibles. Crafts included an angel ornament to brighten
families' Christmas trees. And, of course, on December 12th the kids gave a lovely gift to the congregation with their Christmas presentation. In particular, Aria did a beautiful job singing The Friendly Beasts, accompanied by Paul on the guitar. Special thanks to Nicole for creating a wonderful backdrop for the presentation...Bethlehem is everywhere!

.

Carol Cichonski

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
United Methodist Women will not meet
again until March 2nd, 2022, a Wednesday, at 11:45
am in Wesley Hall.
All women of the church are welcome. We bring
our own lunch and have fellowship eating lunch together. The hostess for the
month will provide a dessert.
Margaret Zaller is the hostess for March. Shelby Wais
will provide devotions.

Rebecca Reckamp

Elisa Gueffier

MORE ON OUR YOUTH

MORE ON OUR YOUTH

Youth Group
The Youth Group decorated the grounds
of the church.

UMCA Preschool
The preschool has been closed the last two
weeks because of a positive case of COVID. We
will return on January 4th. During the interim the
staff worked very hard preparing and distributing
activity bags for each of the children. They also
conducted Zoom stories and music times. The
amazing staff also cleaned and disinfected all of
the toys and supplies in their classrooms. We appreciate your continued support and prayers.

The Youth Group also performed instrumental pieces at both services during a Sunday in
Advent.

WESLEY AFTERNOON CIRCLE
Wesley Afternoon Circle will not meet in
the month of January. However, please be diligent in your efforts to reach out
to one another with cards, letters
and phone calls throughout the
winter.
Peace and all good
things!
Anne Dickson

CHRISTIAN WELLNESS
COMMITTEE
Emergency Preparedness
CWM will be coordinating CPR and First
Aid classes with the Antioch Fire Department in
January. We don't want anyone inside our churches
to have an accident or sudden
loss of consciousness; hopefully, these would be rare
events. If an emergency were
to occur would you be able to
help? The minutes until the ambulance arrives are
precious and could make a difference in the outcome for the injured person. We need to be prepared for emergencies. Each class is four hours in
duration and will cost $40. The times and locations
have not been finalized. Check the Sunday bulletins in January for updated information. Please call
Carol Frazier if you have any questions (630/3990089).
Christmas Craft Class
CWM held a craft session at UMCA on December 17th to make evergreen centerpieces. Eight merry ladies got into the holiday spirit
and had fun making wonderful creations! Do you
see the antlers? Hope to see more ladies next year!

HIGHLIGHTS OF DECEMBER
Lighting of Advent Wreath

Community Band Hosted by UMCA

Starring Our Own Pastor Katie Voigt!

NEW YEARS PRAYER

Carol Frazier

The United Methodist Church of Antioch
848 Main Street
Antioch, IL 60002
Office: 847/395-1259
Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt
Office Email: umc.antioch@att.net
Website: umcantioch.org
Like us on Facebook:
United Methodist Church of Antioch
Our regular in-person worship schedule is Sunday
mornings at 8:00 am & 10:30 am. On January 2nd
we will have ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at 9:15
am. We also go live on our Facebook page. The
link for the recorded service can be found on our
website at umcantioch.org. We continue to follow
COVID protocol and evaluate as needed. Please
join us in person or online for worship!

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:
May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister

