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  worship God following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and be instruments of  
 God’s love,  through the Holy Spirit, as we reach out  

to our community and the world.”  
                                                                                                                  January, 2026 

            Volume 10, Issue 1 

FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...  

 
 
 
 
 
      

  

 What a start to winter we’ve had this year! I 
know our plow company was grateful for some 
work this year, after a couple slower winters. We 

forget that there are whole industries 
that have been built around the like-
lihood that we will have snow fre-
quently throughout the winter, but 
there are those who are rejoicing 
every time it snows…School chil-
dren and I just wish it would choose 

to snow on a night other than Saturday! In all reali-
ty, friends, please make the wisest choices for your 
own health and safety, and if the weather is too 
cold or snowy for you, stay home with no guilt! 
 What a beautiful Advent and Christmas sea-
son we enjoyed. So much beautiful music – from so 
many people. We are truly blessed in our church 
with fabulous musicians, 
as well as people in our 
circle who are willing to 
come share with us. 
Thank you to those who 
were willing to share 
their gifts with Jesus and 
with us all. 
 As we turn our heads toward January, we 
start the month by finishing the Christmas season. 
The twelfth night of Christmas is January 5th and 
on January 6th is Epiphany. We move the observa-
tion to the first Sunday in January to make it easier 
to celebrate. 
 On the second Sunday of January we have 
our annual honoring of Jesus’ baptism. As we gath-

er for worship to remember 
Jesus’ baptism, we also re-
member our own. I pray that 
this is a helpful way for us 
to begin 2026, remembering 
that we have been claimed 

by Christ to be a part of God’s family, or hearing a 
call that it might be time for us to be baptized. 

 On Human Relations Day (January 
18th), one of the six special Sundays of The 
United Methodist Church, we 
honor Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s legacy by support-
ing programs that strengthen 
communities and empower 
vulnerable populations. Your 
generosity helps fund initia-
tives like youth organizing, 
community advocacy, and 
neighborhood development. 
We invite you to prayerfully consider an addi-
tional offering. 
 I hope you will join us through the winter 
– as it is safe for you – to worship Jesus. It is a 
blessing to all of us when we can gather to read 
Scripture together, to learn together, to sing to-
gether, to give glory to God – as a church family. 
I look forward to seeing you in worship! 

January 4 Epiphany Sunday  
  Matthew 2:1-12  
  We Will Follow 
  Holy Communion – Christmas 
   Carol Communion 

January 11 Baptism of the Lord   
  Matthew 3:13-17   
  I Need to Be Baptized 
  Baptismal Remembrance 

January 18 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
  John 1:29-42   
  Come and See 
  Human Relations Day 

January 25 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 
  Matthew 4:12-23  
  Throughout Galilee 



 

 

TAKE A BREAK FROM TECH 

 Another year! Where did 2025 go? New 
Years is the only holiday that celebrates, quite simp-
ly, the elusive and arbitrary* passage of time. This 
passage is perhaps why we become introspective 

with thoughts of self-improvement 
resolutions for the coming New Year 
as we toast the old and welcome the 
new. Humans got the partying and 
toasting down to a well-honed sci-

ence. Keeping resolutions remains another matter 
because we are so bad at it. While some statistics 
say that roughly 88% of us make well-intentioned 
resolutions, only 3% keep a New Year’s resolution. 
In 2026, I will join the 3%. For New Year’s celebra-
tion, I have resolved to:  A) gain weight; B) buy a 
sandwich I wouldn’t otherwise get just to get a sec-
ond one for free; and C) procrastinate more – start-
ing tomorrow.   
    I hope this starts your new year with a smile, 
and may this coming year bring all of us more ful-
fillment than disappointments. 
*As time goes on, the question is, what is time ex-
actly? With space restraints, more thoughts on time 
next month.  

 Michael DeBenedetto 

MISSIONS 

It’s a New Year of Mission Giving   
 We begin our Missions program of 2026 
with a calendar of items to be donated to Open 
Arms Mission.  Look for the poster and copies of 
the Wish List in Wesley Hall.  Bring in items as you 
collect them or wait until the end of the month.  This 
project was so successful last year, over 800 pounds 
donated.  Carol Cichonski (847/269-2287) is the 
contact and will be available to help get items from 
your car into the building.   
PADS Lunch Preparation   
 January 14th at 6:30pm is the date.  Come 
out and join us in the church kitchen.  This is an 
easy half hour time commitment to ensure lunches 
for 40 people.   
Soles for Jesus   
 There is a new collection box by the Wesley 
Hall entrance.   The mission of SFJ is to gather 
shoes and send them to Africa, mak-
ing a radical difference in the life of a 
child or adult. By collecting shoes that 
are hiding in closets and basements 
across our nation, we can provide 
hope and diminishing disease 
for thousands.  Donate new and used 
shoes in any condition. Learn more at https://
www.solesforjesus.org. 

 

 

MORE ON MISSIONS 

Human Relations Day   
 On January 18th  United Methodists will ob-
serve this churchwide special Sunday to honor the 
message Jesus lived out: Every one of God’s chil-
dren is equally important.    
 We are called to make a difference in com-
munities where our brothers and sisters in Christ 
lack the resources to reach their full, God-given 
potential. Our contributions support the creation of 
a beloved community through faith-based volunteer 
programs, community development initiatives, and 
efforts to assist at-risk teens.   

MISSION THANK YOUS 
Kringles  
 Thank you to all who purchased and helped 
distribute Kringles.  I think we all missed the 
Cookie Sale, but the Kringles were a wonderful 
substitute.  $1,758.00 was raised for our Mission 
Links partners.  We’ll publish the distribution num-
bers in January.    
Next Feed My Starving Children (FMSC)   
 Thank you for those who came out on De-
cember 27, 2025, to prepare food 
packs for FMSC We’ll have another 
workday scheduled in February.  
Come out and join our group and help 
feed children who desperately need 
food daily.  Learn more about volun-
teering at  www.fmsc.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emergency Solidarity Fund   
 Thank you for donations to the Bishop’s 
Solidarity Fund.  The donation amount will be 
published in next month’s Newsletter.   
Next Missions Meeting   

 January12, 2026 at 10:00am, Wesley Hall.   
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MORE ON OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE ON MISSIONS 

Final Word on Kids Above All Holiday Gift Drive  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

 December was such a fun time in the pre-
school. The halls were decked with Christmas lights 
and snowmen; Olaf from Frozen is always a big hit. 
Each classroom had its own Christmas tree with 
handmade decorations that the children made. 
Christmas music and stories were heard coming 
from each of the rooms, and the excitement from 
seeing the snow fall through the windows was felt 
by everyone. The anticipation of our annual birthday 
party for Jesus had everyone excited. It is always a 
wonderful time when the children can come together 
in celebration with their families. 
 With all the celebrations behind us the teach-
ers are hard at work putting their rooms back in or-
der and disinfecting toys before the children return 
on January 5th. There is always an adjustment peri-
od that happens when the children have been gone 
from school for two weeks, but everyone is happy to 
return. 
 It is only January, but it is already time to 
plan for next fall. Registration will be open to the 
general public starting on Tuesday, January 20th. If 
you know of anyone with a preschool aged child (2-
4) that may be interested in our program please have 
them call the preschool at 847/395-1362, or send an 
email to umcapreschool316@gmail.com. 
 
 Happy New Year from Kim and all the teach-
 ers: Ms.Tammy, Ms. Becky, Ms.Candice, 
 Ms. Kate, Ms. Angie, Ms. Jackie and Ms. 
 Marcy 
 

 

mailto:umcapreschool316@gmail.com


CHRISTIAN WELLNESS MINISTRY 

Golden Gems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL MESSAGE 

Dear Church Family, 

 Your kind expression of sympa-

thy is deeply appreciated and grate-

fully acknowledged.  

 For kitchen servers, Wesley Hall 

set up, communion stewards, ushers, 

all who contributed to our farewell to 

Ted & the funeral worship, thank 

you! 

 We found our church home 

here, and I am certain that God led 

us to this place at this time. Thank 

you for welcoming us and caring for 

us.  

 Your sister in Christ, 

 Ardy Lange & Family 
 

 

 

QUILTERS 

 On Sunday, November 23rd, the lovely 
pieces created by our quilters were displayed in 
the sanctuary.  Hands were laid on them, as Pastor 
Katie led us in prayer of dedication and for the 
children who will receive them. On December 1st 
the quilts were delivered to Lake County Chil-
dren's Advocacy Center. Children are brought to 
LCCAC when they are victims and/or witnesses to 
violence and crime. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPENINGS 

Band Concert 

 

 

 

 

 

AHS Madrigal Singers 





The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

848 Main Street 

Antioch, IL  60002 

Office: 847/395-1259 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt 

Office Email:  umc.antioch@att.net 

Website:  umcantioch.org 

Like us on Facebook:     

       United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

Our Fall/Winter schedule will begin on September 
7. We offer two services, one at 8:00 am and an-
other at 10:30 am. We also go live on YouTube. 
The link for the recorded service can be found on 
our website at umcantioch.org. Please join us in 
person or online for worship!  

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”      

John 14: 26 

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-

mating energy present in all things and captured by none.  Therefore we pray: 

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God 

may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways.  May our own hearts burst 

into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of 

God within each of us.  May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to 

speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others.  May 

the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the 

church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence. 

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our 

church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal 

in your own life at this time for which you are praying.)   —Sister Joan Chittister  

http://umcantioch.org/

