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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...
In January we will complete the Christmas
season by celebrating Epiphany. We welcome the Magi, the non-Jewish people, into the story of those who
come to follow Jesus, of those who are drawn to the
One who is known as King of the
Jews. Symbolically this brings the
whole known world of the time to
worship Jesus Christ, and we celebrate! What an amazing thing to
be able to celebrate, still, even this
year - that God would send God’s
very Son to earth to save the very people God created
from their own sinful nature. We are truly blessed.
On the second Sunday in January, then, we
will celebrate Baptism of Our Lord Sunday and remember our own. You are invited to have a small dish
of water with you as you join for our virtual worship
service this day. Water is so prevalent in our world
today, that sometimes we don’t even think about it –
or we wouldn’t if some fitness
guru wasn’t telling us to drink
our body weight in ounces of
water every day. (I suppose this
is what a turn of the new year
and a bunch of people focusing
on fitness New Year’s resolutions gets us…) But, in that
same water, when blessed by
God, we are welcomed in God’s
very family and God claims us
as God’s very own. This is pretty amazing when you
think about it! Some of us may not remember our baptisms, while others of us do. We only need to be baptized once, because God is taking on the primary role
in the act of baptism, but it can be a good thing for us
to remember – or think about – our baptism from our
side of the veil.
And then, on the last three Sundays of the
month, we are going to start to think about what God
is asking us to do with this new life that we are called
to. Jesus came to earth that we might have life, and
have it abundantly (John 10:10), so who did Jesus call
first? How did they live? How did people know they
were called? How do people today know they are

called? We will delve into questions like these by
looking at some Old Testament prophecies and some
New Testament call stories. I hope you will join us for
worship!
Human Relations Day is the first of the six
special Sundays of The United Methodist Church. We
will celebrate this opportunity to unite our giving with
others from across the denomination on January 17th.
“We are called to make an impact in communities
where our brothers and sisters in Christ lack the resources or tools to reach their God-given potentials.
Our gifts are part of building
beloved community through
faith-based volunteer programs, community developers, and programs that work
with at-risk teens. For more
than half a century, United
Methodists have observed
this churchwide special Sunday in recognition of the
message Jesus demonstrated during his life: Each of
God’s children is equally important”
[2021_hrd_pew_cards_3_up.ashx (resourceumc.org)].
Please prayerfully consider contributing to this offering. A portion of this offering will stay in the annual
conference and a portion will go to the general conference to be shared and distributed on a larger scale.

January 3rd

Matthew 2:1-12
Magi!

January 10th

Mark 1:4-11 What Does it
Mean to be Baptized?

January 17th

1 Samuel 3:1-20 & John 1:4351 God Calls, Do We Understand?

January 24th

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 & Mark 1:1420 Who Calls Us to Repent?

January 31st

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 &
Mark 1:21-28 Where Do Our
Authority Figures Come
From?

Fear Not,

THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW YEAR
Well, here we are! A new year dawning and
a past one put to memory. Really? That’s not the
case in this weird pandemic era. For those who
thought that 2020 would never end, congratulations,
it hasn’t. For those who thought 2021 would get us
back to “normal,” congratulations on your new understanding of normal. Inoculations of
a vaccine have begun
as I’m writing this.
There is that hope.
Even so, there are
still many questions
and uncertainties. For
traditionalists who want to look forward every January of a new calendar year, look to the promise of
the new vaccines; look to people going back to
work; look to visiting family and spending time with
friends; look to getting out to a movie, live theater, a
sporting event, or an outdoor fest in Chicago, Milwaukee, or Ravinia. For those who choose to reflect
on the year past, reflect on the herculean effort by
health care professionals putting the needs of the infirmed above their own; reflect on ordinary people
reaching out to strangers via food pantries, shopping,
volunteering, donating, etc. May our hope for 2021
be three fold: 1) That the altruism not end with the
pandemic of 2020; 2) That the vaccines bring
COVID-19 to an end; 3) That the separate realities
we Americans have been living this past year become closer to being one. My love to all my church
family, now and always.
Mike DeBenedetto, Lay Servant

MISSIONS
PADS

A special thank you
to the knitters and crocheters
of our church. We are taking
28 winter hats, four scarves,
and two hat and scarf sets
with our December food donation, just in time for the
cold January weather.
January will be cold,
so let's focus on warm foods
and fast food gift cards this
month. This drive will be
announced on Sunday, January 17th, with January
24th as the collection date. The hotels provide microwaves in their rooms but no refrigeration or cook
tops. Please shop with those restrictions in mind;
some suggestions follow:

PADS, continued
• Oatmeal cups
• Pop top lid soups, ramen noodles in a
bowl, rice bowls
• Hormel Complete Meals
• Pop top Spaghetti O’s, other pastas
• Microwaveable popcorn, healthy snacks, baked
chips, pretzels, nuts, granola bars, individually
packaged raisins
• Bottled water
• Powdered cocoa pouches
• Gift cards for McDonalds, Burger King, Wendy's, etc.
Please call the church office at
847/395-1259 or call Carol Cichonski,
at 847/265-1214 or email me at
ccichonski@comcast.net with requests
for donation pick ups if you are not able
to bring your donations to the church.
Carol Cichonski
Crop Walk
This is our final report for 2020 Crop Walk.
Our final numbers were pretty good for this crazy
2020 year. We collected $1220.00, with 25%
($305) staying locally at Open Arms Mission in Antioch.

Thank you to
the five Team Captains: Carol Cichonski, Walt Cichonski,
Lou Ann Holmes,
Sallie Stoner, and Pastor Katie. Thanks, also, to
those who walked with them: Anne Dickson, Sally
Rodgers, Chase Swanson, Christina Swanson,
Evan Swanson. And Shelby Wais, And, finally,
thank you to all our sponsors!
Walt Cichonski

PRAYER CARDS CONTINUE
Even though we are not yet meeting face-toface, we can still lift friends and family in prayer.
Prayer cards can be sent. Please email your requests
with name and address to: carleenandtoto2@att.net.
If you do not have email access, call me at 847/3955617 or text me at 847/707-5617. Privacy will be
maintained. Thank you.
Carleen Wurster

MORE ON MISSIONS

MORE ON MISSIONS

Rainbow Covenant, Dog Treat & Stocking Stuffer
Sale

Joy in the Harvest
Missionaries Lowell and Claudia Wertz, plan
to return to Africa as soon as they can be vaccinated,
which they hope will be in March.
The Wertz's have a container of
supplies ready to ship before they
head to Africa. They have 45 full
time staff members in Kigoma,
Tanzania, performing God's work
everyday. The program includes
teaching Africans "on the job" and enables the people to feed their families while learning new
skills. Areas of training include theological education, computer technologies, radio broadcasting,
construction, and business management. Their FM
station, Radio Joy, is reaching hundreds of thousands in a large geographical
area with the Gospel and high
quality programs. Over onethird of the listening audience
is Muslim. Being the only
radio station in the area, they
have a large, interested and
involved audience.
If you would like to make a donation to help
this missionary program, you may send donations to:
Lowell and Claudia Wertz, Joy in the Harvest,
P.O. Box 496, Lansing, Illinois 60438 Please make
checks payable to: Joy in the Harvest.

Kids Above All
Thank you to all who participated in Kids
Above All. It is so gratifying to know that our
church kindly provided Christmas gifts to 30 underprivileged children.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Celebrating Advent and Christmas this year
has been the perfect reminder of the power of hope.
Hope is just the right antidote to lead us forward into
2021. The Christmas Walk will be up through
Epiphany, so there is still time for you and your family to experience the Christmas story of hope. The
team that came together to create this gift to our congregation and community embraced this hope in a
very tangible way. I am so thankful for the creative
gifts of many; the synergy of hopeful spirit; the
bravery of donning a mask and shopping for lights,
cords, timers, yard signs, paint, etc. - highlights that
hope was the energy behind courage. A big thanks to
everyone who gave of their talent, time, and gifts to
create the Christmas Walk!

Mission Committee
The Missions Committee is scheduled to
meet Wednesday, January 27th, most likely via
Zoom.

CHRISTMAS WALK

LAY LEADERS 2021
Congratulations and thank you to our new
lay leaders!
Church Council
Chair
Vice Chair
Recording Secretary
Board of Trustees
Chair
Vice Chair
Chair Finance
Chair Staff-Parish
Programs
Annual Conference
Alternate
Lay Equalization
President UMW

Treasurer
Finance Secretary
Sunday School
Superintendent
Missions
Safe Sanctuary
Youth Leaders

Christia Wellness
Members at Large
Administrative Committees
Trustees

Debbie Gillette, Director of Music.
Wesley Afternoon Circle
We will not be meeting for the month of January as per the usual tradition of watching out for travel and weather problems. We continue to pray for all
of the needs of our congregation and we will stay in
touch with each other by phone and snail mail.
Anne Dickson

Bert Kibbler
Carol Dunn
Carol Cichonski
Sallie Stoner
Greg Collins
Jerry Topcik
Dawn Vogel

Carolyn Keller
Carol Dunn

Audrey VanSlochteren
Robin Kessell
Diane Franke
Elisa Guiffier
Becky Reckamp
Nancy Rae
Aimee Bemis
Beth Stahl
Carol Frazier
Caroline Adams
Ron Mathias
Walt Cichonski

Jim Menzer
Don Skidmore
Staff-Parish
Matt Saver
Heather Menzer
Mike DeBenedetto
Finance/Endowment/Stewardship
Andres Bemis
Ken Graesser
Tom Kessell
Memorial
Evie Skidmore
Clint Glover
Missions
Shelby Wais
Anne Dickson
Leta Sarhoff
Serving Ministry
Christian Wellness Carol Dunn
Caroline Adams
Anne Dickson
Carol Cochonski
Bible Study Leaders Becky Reckamp

Audrey VonSlochteren

Safe Sanctuary
Newsletter
Membership

Heather Menzer
Dawn Vogel
Sue DeRoche
Diane Franke

LAY LEADERS, continued
UMCA Preschool
Worship Team

Kim Dodd
Pastor Katie
Debbie Gillette
Nichole Heyl
Gratitude Team
Ken Graesser
Pastor Katie
Tom Kessell
Aimee Bemis
UMCA Preschool Board
Heather Menzer
LouAnn Holmes
Carleen Wurster
Kim Dodd
Angie Savers
Margaret Zaller
Heidi Gilday
Telecare
Leta Sathoff
Andrea Zachotina
Hospitality Point
Dawn Vogel
Audio-Visual
Mike Lapke
Joe Nance
Valerie Lapke
Phil Georgia
Tom Kessell
Chris Shannon
Walt Cichonski
Bob Raukohl
Nancy Rae
Bert Kibbler

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Pastor Robert Nikos of the Athens First
UMC of Athens, Ohio, presented thought-provoking
remarks regarding New Years resolutions:
“In order of most popular, here are the resolutions we make from year to year: Spend more time
with family and friends, exercise, lose weight, quit
smoking, enjoy life more, quit drinking, get out of
debt, learn something new, help others, and get organized.”
He proposes consideration of this sample of
alternatives:

“I will practice daily devotions, including reading
scripture and praying for myself and others.
I will prayerfully pledge to practice responsible stewardship of my God-given resources: my body, my
artistic abilities, my finances, and my intellectual
gifts.
Knowing that my body is the temple of God, I will
prayerfully plan my work and leisure time.
I will be faithful in attendance and participate in worship on a regular basis.
I will witness to my faith in Christ at least once each
day.
I will be intentional in recognizing and sharing with
others the “thin place moments” where God is made
present in my everyday life.
I will spend some time each month helping disadvantaged people in my community.

NEW PRESCHOOL FLOOR

I will express genuine appreciation to at least one
person each day.

We are proud to show off the new floor in
our preschool!

At least twice weekly, I will seek to offer compassionate service and encouragement to those outside
my normal circle of contacts.
When I go to a restaurant, I will encourage those who
are serving me.
I will faithfully participate in a small group where I
share how God is at work in my life and encourage
others in the group.

THANK YOU
A big thank you to
the Antioch Garden Club
for their contribution of this
beautiful wreath!

I will intentionally invite friends, neighbors, and coworkers to attend worship with me.”

The United Methodist Church of Antioch
848 Main Street
Antioch, IL 60002
Office: 847/395-1259
Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt
Office Email: umc.antioch@att.net
Website: umcantioch.org
Like us on Facebook:
United Methodist Church of Antioch
Please join us online for worship. Link provided
at www.umcantioch.org or on Facebook

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:
May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister

