FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...

The season after the Epiphany is one of
those seasons that pastors mark that others don’t
always notice. You see, for us pastors, we are on
watch for when Ash Wednesday is coming. This
year Easter is early, which means Ash Wednesday
is early — which means that it is a shorter season
after Epiphany...which means that there is not as
much time to catch one’s breath between the festiv-
ities of Easter and the penitence of Lent. So much
planning to do! All worth it, but so much to work
on!

I want to start by letting you know I’m go-
ing to offer a New Member’s Class starting on Sun-
day, February 22nd. The class will be at 2:00pm on
Sunday afternoons, for four weeks (March 1, 8, 15).
If you are interested, or if you know someone who
is, please have them let me know they are planning
to attend! Hopefully, this will work with people’s
schedules. If you are interested, and this doesn’t
work, please let me know and we’ll see what we
can work out.

February 15th will be one service of wor-
ship at 9:15am because it is Mardi Gras Sunday!
The Dixie Dudes will be here again to help us cele-
brate before we move into Lent. This worship ser-
vice happens in Wesley Hall, to make sure we have
room for all of us and the band!

Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, February
18th. We will gather for worship and the imposition
of ashes at 6:30pm.

On Sunday, February 22nd then, we will
start our Lenten dramas. We will put ourselves in
the courtroom for the season.

E Ash Wednesday

— Lent Begins
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Using scripts from The People vs. Judas
Iscariot, the punishment phase, each Sunday we
will hear from witnesses as the congregation be-
comes the jury. Judas has been convicted of the
crime of betraying Jesus,
but how should he be pun-
ished? These witnesses
will testify to whether Ju-
das should experience eter- -
nal punishment or whether
he should be granted mer- |
cy. At the end of the five K
weeks, we will vote to see
what our congregation thinks. Now, all of this is
not truly ours to decide. God holds those keys.
But, I believe our current worldly circumstances
put us in a place to wrestle with justice and mer-
cy in unique ways. [ hope you’ll join us!

As we turn our hearts to a season of re-
flection, my prayer for you this year is around
wrestling with justice and mercy. In our world
today, these words feel loaded, and almost like
we’re drawing battle lines. But they are im-
portant concepts for us to wrestle with.

Matthew 5:1-12
Jesus’ High Standard
Holy Communion

Matthew 5:13-20
Our Purpose is to Shine

Matthew 17:1-9

Shh!

Mardi Gras/Transfigura-
tion Sunday

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Justice & Mercy
Ash Wednesday

Hebrews 4:12-16 & John
6:63-71

February 1

February 8

February 15

February 18

February 22

Actsl



A MATTER OF TIME

The question from January: “What is time
exactly?” Several years ago, Seth G. Atwood, own-
er/curator of Rockford’s Time Mu-
seum (1971-1999) offered this -
“Time is an arbitrary human con-
struct. You can’t taste it, feel it,
smell it, or do anything with it, and
yet it’s necessary to our lives.” And
this from 4™ century theologian St.
Augustine — “What then is time? If
no one asks me, I know; if someone asks me to ex-
plain, I know not.”

Time is the past, the present, and the future.
It’s the same for all of us, yet has different meanings
of each of us. Even having a “good” or a “bad” time
is subjective to all but the one experiencing either or
both. By experiencing something in the past, we
‘resolve’ to replicate, improve and/or avoid the
same in the future.

Time can be manipulated. King
Numa Pompilus in Rome centu-
ries BCE pushed New Year’s up
o X from March to January. He added
" two months to the calendar and
placed the mythological Roman
god Janus at the head of the calen-
dar with the newly created “Januarius.” Myth has it
that the two-faced Janus could look back to the past
and forward to the future.

Time is ‘arbitrary’ only to humans, not God.
And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in
all things at all times, having all that you need, you
will abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8,
NIV

Michael DeBenedetto

MISSIONS

Midwest Veterans Closet

We will gather items for veterans the whole
month of February; they can use many things, from
food to clothing to household sup-
plies. Calendars with suggestions of — p-
donations are available at church.
Let’s help these folks who served " |
our country! Give them dignity and :
hope! To Ilearn more: http:/
www.midwestveteranscloset.org

Feed My Starving Children

Sign up at church to serve Saturday, Febru-
ary 28th, 11:00am-1:15pm! Jobs for sitting, stand-
ing, carrying! Turn hunger into hope! To learn
more: https://www.fmsc.org/get-involved

Ardy Lange

MORE ON MISSIONS

January Review

Open Arms

Our collection is continuing. We will post
pictures and total weight when we complete the
food drive.

PADS
Lunches were prepared on January 14"

s

Bishop’s Solidarity Fund Collection
To date $715 has been collected.

Mission Links Distribution

Great news! The funds collected from the
Kringle Sale, Resale Table proceeds and the loose
coins placed in
the offering
plate have al-
lowed us to
send $911.27 to
all of the fol-
lowing Mission ;
Links: Grace
Children’s | A ‘
Hospital, s v \M Ll
UMCOR, Tree of Life, Outdoor Retreat, Lake
County United, and Missionary Rev. Jane Susan
Eesley.

UMCA participates in connectional giving,
which helps us to be in mission with people and
congregations around the world—giving every
church, regardless of size, a larger mission foot-
print. Connectional giving includes apportionment
giving (Northern Illinois Conference Fund and
General Church) as well as Mission Link (The Ad-
vance)

Next Meeting
We will next meet on March 9®, 10:00am in

Wesley Hall.


http://www.midwestveteranscloset.org/
http://www.midwestveteranscloset.org/
https://www.fmsc.org/get-involved

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE

UMCA Preschool

In January we returned from our Christmas
break. The children were excited to share stories of
how they spent their time, and what they got for
Christmas. We were fortunate to have a couple of
days that we could take the children outside to play
in the snow. Do you remember the days of being so
bundled that you could hardly move, or better yet as
the parent who had to do all of the bundling? I chal-
lenge you to think of what it would be like to do that
with ten, twelve or fifteen children. Someone always
has to go to the bathroom after they have been wait-
ing for everyone else to be bundled up! By the time
they have everyone ready to go, the teachers are now
exhausted and want to collapse, but they are troop-
ers. They bundle themselves up and get everyone up
the stairs and out to the playground. We are all look-
ing forward to the warmer months.

As a reminder, the preschool is now accept-
ing registration forms for the fall. Registration forms
can be found on the church's website umcani-
tioch.org, or you can contact the preschool at
847/395-1362 or umcapreschool316@gmail.com.

OPPORTUNITY

Catholic Charities sponsors senior meals at
Maravella’s most Wednesdays of every month.
Any senior citizen 60 or over is welcome. The do-
nation for the delicious nutritious meal is $7.00. It
is not mandatory if you feel you can not pay.

You must call in your reservation at least
three business days before the Wednesday you
plan to attend (Friday before). Q
You may call in for the whole en.?
month with one phone call. &fw i
RSVP to 847/782-4170, spell -
your name, leave a phone number at which you
may be contacted, and give the dates that you plan
to attend.

There are times when meals are offered at
Lambs Farm; those fill up quickly, and there are
"special" meals offered on other days of the week
at Maravellas.

When you attend on a Wednesday,
you may pick up flyers for other meal/
entertainment offerings.

WHAT IS LENT AND WHY DOES IT
LAST FORTY DAYS?

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting
Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and
ends on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the An-
glo Saxon word /lencten, meaning “lengthen” and
refers to the lengthening days of spring. The forty
days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilder-
ness, enduring the temptation of Satan and prepar-
ing to begin his ministry.

Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and
preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of
self-examination and reflection. In the -early
church, Lent began as a period of fasting and prep-
aration for baptism by new converts and then be-
came a time of penance by all Christians. Today,
Christians focus on relationship with God, growing
as disciples and extending ourselves, often choos-
ing to give up something or to volunteer and give
of ourselves for others.

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty
days because each Sunday represents a "mini-
Easter" This is why you will see the designation
"Sunday in Lent" rather than "Sunday of Lent" in
the naming of these Sundays. On each Lord's Day
in Lent, while Lenten fasts continue, the reverent
spirit of Lent is tempered with joyful anticipation
of the Resurrection.
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Our Fall/Winter schedule will begin on September
7. We offer two services, one at 8:00 am and an-
other at 10:30 am. We also go live on YouTube.
The link for the recorded service can be found on
our website at umcantioch.org. Please join us in
person or online for worship!

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”

John 14: 26

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-
mating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and ... (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister



http://umcantioch.org/

