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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...
I want to start by thanking everyone for the
warm wishes on my birthday last month. It was so
nice to be together and have people sing. I’m not
sure I’m quite ready for blowing
on a shared cake and having everyone eat it…I think some traditions may change for a while. But,
again, thank you for the card, thank you to the
youth group for the yard signs that completely surprised me, and thank you to everyone for sharing in
the celebration. It is a joy to be in a community that
finds ways to celebrate, even when the challenges
seem first and foremost. You are a blessing.
We will be continuing our sermon series,
Oldies but Goodies, this month. I hope you have
gotten something out of them thus far. My thanks to
Pastor Kathleen for jumping in and
playing along with the Holy Spirit in this
new and different direction for this season. We’re going to aim for Pastor Kathleen to preach once a quarter. It will help
Pastor Kathleen be able to keep those
preaching muscles flexed and it will help
me to find some extra time for planning and dreaming, or just catching up on what has fallen to the
side because the balance of finding the right
rhythms in our COVID era just keep changing.
At the end of the month we are bringing
back one of the more favored traditions in the life of
this congregation – Mardi Gras Sunday! On February 27th, there will be one worship service at 9:15
am, so please come and worship with the whole
congregation as we bring back the Dixie Dudes to
provide music. We will end the month doing all the
celebrating we can, right before we
enter into the season of Lent. Traditionally, families preparing to enter
into a serious season of fasting
would try to use up the fats – butters, oils, etc.— that they might be fasting from during Lent so that they wouldn’t be a temptation or

they wouldn’t spoil during their fast. Fat Tuesday,
or Mardi Gras, became the day for one last feast
before the fast. Our friends to the south have turned
Mardi Gras into a whole season of festivities and
the parades have, in fact, already started! Some
were even held in January!
They ramp up the closer we
get to March 1st this year,
though. So, join us as we
finish this journey of the
season after Epiphany and we have all the big celebrations, so that we will be ready to enter into the
season of Lent on Wednesday, March 2nd with our
Ash Wednesday service at 6:00 pm.
February 6

Matthew 11:25-30
Oldies but Goodies: Set It Down
Communion
Song: Lean on Me (by Bill Withers)

February 13

1 Corinthians 13
Oldies but Goodies: God’s Definition of Love
Song: Put a Little Love in Your
Heart (by Jackie DeShannon)

February 20

Deuteronomy 31:1-8
Oldies but Goodies: Final Words
Song: Stand By Me (by Ben E.
King)

February 27

Philippians 4:4-9
Oldies but Goodies: Stop Worrying?
Transfiguration/Mardi Gras Sunday
Song: Blue Skies (by Ella Fitzgerald)
Dixie Dudes playing
One Service at 9:15am

Pastor Katie Voigt

MODERN PARABLE SEQUEL

DONATE, continued

So many thoughts and life lessons came to
me in the story from last month that I can use each
in many a Messenger. Briefly; the
King kept killer dogs, overreacted to
any advice he didn’t like, and ten
years of faithful service meant nothing in the end. His minister, after his
one and only mistake, was sent to the
dogs. He was given ten days reprieve
and tended to the needs of his executioners. Unlike
the ungrateful king and with no history with the
minister, the dogs accepted this stranger’s kindness
and were so grateful that they couldn’t kill him. Not
given, as part of the story, was that the king replaced the dogs with crocodiles. My initial thoughts
were these: Are we the
narrow minded king, the
grateful dogs, the kind
minister, or the forgetful
crocs? Remember, the minister may have acted out
of kindness, but more so from self preservation.
Probably, we’re all the above at times. Regardless,
don’t we all question our motives? Oh, if only all
our motivation were faith-based.
“I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength because he considered me faithful.
So he appointed me to ministry.” 1 Timothy 1:12

The first step is to call your broker and explain you
want to donate stock, ETFs, or mutual funds. The
broker will likely want you to use their own forms.
Visit the Foundation’s website for forms and instructions:
UMFNIC.org/donate-securities.
The following information in bold is primarily what your broker will need: Please
tell your broker to memo the word
“GIFT.” DTC #0188 • Account #488-885
-638 • Tax ID #36-2317623 TD Ameritrade, Inc., Attn. DTC Transfers 200
South 108th Avenue, Omaha, NE 68154-2631 For
Further Credit to: United Methodist Foundation of
the Northern Illinois Conference, Inc. Please complete and send the “Securities Gift Instructions” form
on the Foundation website to our office via email,
fax, or mail. Once the Foundation receives the securities, we will liquidate the shares, pass-through the
proceeds to your church, and mail to you an
acknowledgement letter for your records. Thank you
for your generosity! *This letter is not intended as
tax, legal, or financial advice. Consult your personal
advisor regarding your specific situation.

Mike DeBenedetto, Lay Servant

A WAY TO DONATE TO OUR CHURCH
United Methodist Foundation of the
Northern Illinois Conference, Inc.
Suite 1820
77 W. Washington St.
Chicago, IL 60602
312/334-0703 Office 312/346-9730 FAX
cwalters@umfnic.org
Dear Faithful Member of the Church:
Donating appreciated securities is one of the
most tax-advantaged ways to express your generosity. Since 2017 the Foundation has facilitated gifts of
more than $1,000,000 of appreciated
securities at no additional cost to donors, churches, and partner organizations. Are you considering giving securities? The Foundation is here to
help. You can donate securities to the
Foundation, which will then passthrough the proceeds to your church.
By donating appreciated securities
you may bypass capital gains tax and
itemize your gift as a deduction.*

Submitted by Jerry Topcik

MISSIONS
Exciting Lenten Project Coming Soon!
The Missions Committee is excited to announce a unique Lenten project that
we want to share with our congregation. It’s fun and family friendly.
Please be praying for our Lenten project and how God wants to use each of
us in this Lenten effort to be more like
Jesus. “More like you Jesus, more like
you, fill our hearts with your desires and make us
more like you.”
Watch for more to be revealed in our March
Messenger.
Mary Kay Giebelhaus
Cookie Walk/Sale Donations
The Missions Committee was able to give
$345.27 to each of the following: Grace Children's
Hospital, UMCOR Disaster Relief, Tree of Life,
Journeys Road Home, and Waukegan 2 College.
Also, $345.29 was given to Joy in the Harvest
(Wertz) and to Emily Palm, a missionary. Kids
Above All was given $10, since the congregation
gave Christmas gifts with a value of $1,240.00.
These donations came from the proceeds of the
Cookie Walk and Sale Table. Thank you!
Rebecca Reckamp

MORE ON MISSIONS
PADS: Providing Advocacy, Dignity, and Shelter
It has been a while since we have talked
about what PADS is and does in our community. The following information is taken from the
PADS website and there is more to read
at www.padslakecounty.org. PADS was founded
in 1972 as a 24-hour telephone crisis hotline. As
the crisis telephone lines busied, so did the dedication of
PADS’ leaders and staff. What
they soon came to find out was
that if the lives and futures of
Lake County’s homeless were
truly going to be changed, it required more than a
switchboard. The PADS + Program was started in
the early 1980s and offered daytime shelter and
supportive services. On Christmas Eve, 1987,
PADS opened its first emergency overnight shelter
program at Wesley Free Methodist Church in
Waukegan. PADS opened its
Day Resource Center in 1992,
officially marking PADS as
the entry point and first step
for Lake County’s homeless
rejoining their community. In
1998 PADS began its journey
into long term housing with the establishing of the
HELP Center (Habits for Effective Life Planning). This provided another path for moving people from homelessness and/or substance abuse to
sobriety, permanent housing, and stability. The
HELP Center has evolved to be our permanent supportive housing program focused on chronically
homeless individuals with disabilities.
February Collection
February 25th will be our collection date
this month. Let's focus on lunch and dinner
items. Please remember microwavable items with
pop tops and that refrigeration is not available. Gift cards to fast food restaurants and grocery
stores are always appreciated. Please contact Carol
Cichonski,
847/265-1214
or
ccichonski@comcast.net if you need pickup of your donation.
Food donation requests:
• Individual, ready-made meals (i.e., Dinty
Moore)
• Tuna
• Ramen noodles, rice cups
• Chef Boyardee meals, mac and cheese cups
• Canned soup (with pop-tops)
• Instant coffee
• Water bottles/Gatorade

MORE ON MISSIONS
•
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Non-Food Items
Hand sanitizer
Latex gloves
Toilet paper
Cleaning supplies
Reusable shopping bags and boxes
Pocket-sized address books and calendar

Carol Cichonski
Open Arms

Missions Committee
The next meeting of the Missions Committee will be on May 3rd, 2022, 1:00 pm in Wesley
Hall.
Leta Sathoff, Anne Dickson and Shelby
Wais have fulfilled their terms of service
to the committee. The new Missions
Committee members are Mary Kay
Giebelhaus and Dan Fluck.
Rebecca Reckamp, Chairperson

WESLEY AFTERNOON CIRCLE
Wesley Afternoon Circle is scheduled to
meet on Thursday, February 17th at 2:15 pm in
Wesley Hall. However, due to COVID and other
reasons we will need to make the decision to have
the meeting that week, and members will be called
with that decision. Questions? Call me at 224/8188725 or dicksonann67@gmail.com. God bless you.
Anne Dickson

OUR YOUTH

MORE ON OUR YOUTH

Youth Group
The Youth Group made signs to wish Pastor Katie a happy birthday!

Sunday School
The Sunday School is doing some exploring! Ms. Debbie gave us a treat during music time
when she showed us all about UMCA's beautiful
pipe organ, built for the church by Fabry Inc.
(located right here in Antioch!) using parts that
came from organs in two different states. Did you
know Ms. Debbie uses specific shoes to play the
organ's foot pedals? (She says they're tap shoes
without the metal "tapping" parts.) Where will we
go next?
Elisa Gueffier

Sunday Schoolers and the Blue Box
Have you ever wondered what the Blue
Box is that is put out every Sunday next to the coffee service table?
The Story of the Blue Box
It all started with a Sunday School Class.
One Sunday morning we were discussing the wonders of our world. We then went on to discuss how
we need to take care of God’s world. How could
we accomplish this, what could we do? We talked
about recycling. We noted all the styrofoam cups
that were thrown in the trash after coffee hour every Sunday. Could these be recycled? Yes, that was
something we could do. Thus, the Blue Box appeared. Now that you know the story of the Blue
Box, please remember to put your empty coffee
cups in the Blue Box instead of the trash. Let’s all
do our part in taking care of God’s world!

Margaret Zaller

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The United Methodist Women will not
meet again until the first Wednesday in March,
March 2nd, 2022.
Rebecca Reckamp, Secretary

MORE ON OUR YOUTH

OPPORTUNITY

UMCA Preschool
January was a bit of a crazy month in the
preschool. We extended our Christmas break by two
weeks. It was our hope that if anyone was exposed
to COVID or was sick that the additional time off
would allow them time to heal. The children were
very happy to return on January 18th. They were
running up the sidewalk to greet their friends and
their teachers.
In February we begin our registration for the
fall. If you know of anyone that may be interested in
enrolling their child, please have them contact the
director, Kim Dodd, at 847/395-1362 or umcapreschool316@gmail.com.

The focus of Laity Convocation 2022 is
spiritual formation. In Romans 12, Paul tells us
“Don’t be conformed to the patterns of
this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds.” We can do
that by forming and growing our spiritual self, so join us on February 12th to
learn how and what you can do to grow
your spiritual life.
Join the Board of Laity online
for a morning of conversation with speakers:
• Kara Lassen Oliver - Associate Publisher
with The Upper Room
• Rev. Dr. Regina Bridges Davis - Spiritual Clinical Counselor & Ordained UMC Deacon
• George Groves - NIC United Methodist Men
President
Cost is $10. Registration deadline is February
11th. Go to https://www.umcnic.org/calendar/laityconvocation-2022 for more information. If you
need help, please call the church office.

A PRAYER FOR WINTER
Dear Lord of hope,
Be close to me through the winter months,
When days are shorter and darker,
Let me feel your presence.
When the winds blow stronger and colder
Let your Love warm and comfort me,
Keep me safe in my going out
And my coming in.
Let me always remember—
I never walk alone.

MANY THANKS...

Kim Dodd, Director

...to our unofficial official photographer, Sally
Rodgers, for all her fine contributions to the
Messenger.

The United Methodist Church of Antioch
848 Main Street
Antioch, IL 60002
Office: 847/395-1259
Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt
Office Email: umc.antioch@att.net
Website: umcantioch.org
Like us on Facebook:
United Methodist Church of Antioch
Our regular in-person worship schedule is Sunday
mornings at 8:00 am & 10:30 am. On February
27th we will have ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at
9:15 am. We also go live on our Facebook page.
The link for the recorded service can be found on
our website at umcantioch.org. We continue to follow COVID protocol and evaluate as needed.
Please join us in person or online for worship!

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:
May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister

