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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...
How in the world is it December already?!
We have one more month and we will have made it
through 2021, a year that we had
hoped would be exponentially better than 2020, but somehow only
made it a step or two. Time has
continued to march on and we
find ourselves squarely in the start
of our first new year of the season.
Advent started with the
last Sunday in November and we
took a step into a season of preparation, not only for a baby to be born in Bethlehem,
but also for Christ to come into our hearts again
this year and for Christ to come again, making all
things right. We aren’t just preparing for the arrival
of a baby thousands
of years ago, but also
for Christ to renew
our hearts for the
Second Coming of
Christ when Jesus
will bring the Kindom of God to earth.
This season of preparation is almost in defiance of what the world is
doing around us. The world is screaming
“Christmas!” and the church reminds us that we
must be prepared for what is to come and that waiting for the good things is still worth doing. We
don’t have to rush headlong into consumerism. We
can wait for God’s promises to be fulfilled in God’s
time. We have some work to do in ourselves in order to receive the
gift of Christmas.
We
will
have two opportunities for you to join
us for worship on
Christmas Eve. The
5:00 pm worship

service will be shorter and is designed to be more
active. If you join us for this service, be prepared to
participate! The 7:00 pm worship
service will be more traditional and
will have communion served.
I pray that you will join us
for this season of worship. Special
events are planned for many of
these worship services, and you
won’t want to miss any of them!
December 5

Malachi 3:1-4
& Luke 3:1-6
Prepare the
Way
Christmas Carol

Communion
Special Music in Worship (both ser
vices!) provided by Youth Group

December 12 Zephaniah 3:14-20 & Luke 3:7-18
Yet to Arrive
Sunday School Program during
10:30 am Service

December 19 Micah 5:26-5a & Luke 1:39-45
From Small Beginnings
December 24 5:00 pm Family-Friendly,
Participatory
Worship
ABCs of Christmas

Service

7:00 pm Isaiah 9:2-7 & Luke 2:1-20
Break the Yoke
Christmas Carol Communion
December 26 9:15 am
One Worship Service
Lessons & Carols
Pastor Katie Voigt

GOD BLESS US EVERY ONE

OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED

The phrase, “Tis the season,” is upon us once
again. I saw this simple but poignant cartoon recently. It sent me down so many paths. Initially, I
thought of why people attend church.
There is a phrase, “playing church,” and it
seems to be what the daughter is suggesting. We sometimes attend church because
we always have, we are expected to, or it
satisfies our sense of piety. Being in the Advent season, I also thought of the ‘‘Chreasters,” i.e., a portmanteau word for those who attend church only at
CHR-istmas and EASTER. Mostly, these have been
portrayed negatively in movies, literature, and by us
“mainstream” Christians. I plead guilty of ribbing
friends and family in the past. How sad, especially in
a season of joy. If I/we are to love our neighbor as
ourselves, we should be overjoyed with the
Chreasters’ willingness to acknowledge and share
with us the birth of Emmanuel. Isn’t welcoming
them once or twice and year better than not having
the opportunity at all? “...for the Lord does not see
as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance,
but the Lord looks on the heart,” 1st Samuel 16:7.

With the current discussion of GRATITUDE,
perhaps now is a good time to consider your service
to your church. If you are looking for a way to participate, there are many
opportunities. Some of
them are directly connected with the services
and include greeting,
ushering,
soundboard/
AV operator, liturgist,
and coffee server. If you are interested in volunteering or finding out more about any of these opportunities, ask one of the volunteers currently doing it and
give them your name and a contact number/email
address and they will direct it to the right person.
There are other opportunities, too. Bring it up at
church and someone will find you.

Mike DiBenetto, Lay Servant

GRATTUDE
We are working hard to complete our Gratitude Campaign for this fall. During the past weeks
you have heard from Pastor Katie, Cheryl Collins
and Phil Georgia, discussing how many of our ministries have affected their and their families’ lives.
Many church members have turned in their green
cards showing their commitment to support our
church and its ministries. If you have not
turned yours with your giving intentions,
please do so. Returning some of God’s
treasures will give you a great feeling and
help our many ministries to succeed. We
hope you had a great Thanksgiving and
are looking forward to the celebration of Jesus’s
birth. Any donation you can give will help.
Ken Graesser

Tom Kessell

IT’S THE TIME OF YEAR
TO SAY “THANKS!”
The Staff Parish Relations Team would like
to recognize and say thank you to all of UMCA's
many volunteers. Your steadfast giving of your time
and effort to make our church an outward giving
congregation are noticed
and appreciated. Antioch,
our country, and the world
have benefited by your outpouring of Christian love.
Also thank you to
all the professional workers
for our church. Pastor
Katie, TeKeesha, Debbie,
Christina, Rich, Nicole,
Kim, and all our UMCA
preschool staff we honor your gift of service and
faith sharing you do each week.
With our sincere thanks and praise,
The SPRC Team on behalf of the UMCA
congregation

MISSIONS
Mission Committee Thanks
I want to thank the congregation for supporting all of the mission projects we've had going on
this year. You have been GREAT! The next Missions Committee meeting will be January 11th, 2022
in Wesley Hall at 1:00 pm.
Rebecca Reckamp, Chairperson

MISSIONS

OUR YOUTH

Cookies, Stocking Stuffers, & Resale
This is just a friendly reminder that there
will be a cookie, stocking stuffer and Christmas
Resale Shoppe fundraiser at the
church Saturday, December 11th
from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. All proceeds will go to mission projects.
(We suggest six dozen cookies of
one variety.) Donations can be brought to the
church kitchen on Friday, December 10th between 4:00 and 7:00 pm.
Non-bakers can help by writing a
check to UMCA and
designating
for
Mission
Link,
(formerly Rainbow Covenant) cookie
sale on check memo. Invite your
friends, family, and neighbors to join
us. For more information contact the
church office at 847/395-1259 or Lou Ann Holmes
at 815/675-6552.

Sunday School
Sunday School has been busy learning and
getting ready for Christmas! After hearing and discussing the story of Daniel in
the lion's den, the kids created
some wonderful lion faces. The
Sunday School will be doing a
Christmas presentation of poetry, bells and singing at the second service on Sunday, December 12th. Also,
members of the
Youth Group will be
providing instrumental accompaniment to
the final hymn at
both services on Sunday, December 5th.

Christina Swanson

MORE ON MISSIONS
PADS
We are returning to monthly lunch food col.
lections to help PADS clients housed in motels. The collections will be announced
the third Sunday of each month, with the
collection date on the fourth Sunday. December 26th will be our collection date this month, and let's focus on
warm, hearty items. Please remember that you can
include microwavable items but that refrigeration is
not available. Gift cards to fast food
restaurants and grocery stores are always appreciated. Please contact Carol
Cichonski at 847/265-1214 or email,
ccichonski@comcast.net if you need pickup of your
donation. Thank you.
• Soup/Chili
• SpaghettiOs
• Banquet Meals
• Crackers w/Peanut butter or Cheese
• Canned/pouched Tuna fish or chicken
• Water

Elisa Gueffier
Youth Group
Our Youth Group has been busy practicing
instrumental accompaniments for the December
5th services.
For a very thoughtful project they made
signs for All Saints Day
in honor of the eleven
friends of our church who
passed away during the
past year.

THANK YOU, YOUTH GROUP
A heartfelt "Thank you" to the youth group
for making the saint sign for Jim and to the leaders
for delivering them. Love from the

Carol Cichonski

Holmes Family.

MORE ON OUR YOUTH
UMCA Preschool
November was a very busy month in our
preschool. We celebrated Veterans Day by learning about who veterans are and why we appreciate
them. We read
stories, and our
four-year-old
class watched a
short video that
explained how
Veterans Day
came to be. The
children made and decorated a sign thanking all the
veterans. We hung the sign in Wesley Hall for everyone to enjoy.
Prior to our Thanksgiving break all the classes enjoyed a friendship feast. We were blessed to
have parents
make
and
donate
all
the
food.
The teachers
and I are
very grateful
that we are
able to be
back working with the children this year. It was a
joy to hear the children talking about what they
were thankful for.
Speaking of being thankful, the preschool
staff and board would like to thank everyone that
has donated to the preschool. Your donations are
always put to good use. We appreciate monetary
donations that can
be made at Sunday services by
indicating on the
envelope that you
would like your
money to go to
the preschool, or
physical
donations of toys, art supplies, books, and gently used
children’s clothes (for those occasional accidents or
messy days).
The preschool was also very happy to be
able to provide $1000.00 to help offset the cost of
the new electronic sign for the church.
It has come to our attention that we will
need to put more woodchips down on the playground. If you know of any good deals please contact Kim at the preschool 847/395-1362, or umcapreschool316@gmail.com. Happy Holidays!
The Preschool Staff

HALLOWEEN
In Our Preschool

And at Our Altar

WESLEY AFTERNOON CIRCLE
We will celebrate Christmas together by
going caroling on Thursday, December 16th at
3:00 pm. Anyone who
needs a ride please call
Anne
Dickson
at
224/818-8725.
Anne Dickson

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Book Sharing
Terry King gave this report at the November
UMW meeting;
The name of the book is Traveling Light, by
Max Lucado. This book is about releasing the burdens that he says we were never meant
to bear. Some of these burdens are
guilt, worry, weariness, loneliness,
and envy. Max explains how we can
overcome the burdens of life by understanding what God is telling us in
the 23rd Psalm.
This book is very helpful as
well as entertaining. I liked it so much
that I’m buying a copy for myself before I return the
copy of Traveling Light to the UMW Library!
Terry King
UMW Meeting
UMW will meet on Wednesday, December
1st at 11:45 pm.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER
Father, we stand in awe of what we celebrate.
How can it be that the all-sufficient God of the universe
became a helpless child resting in a feed trough?
How can it be that the divine Word
reduced Himself to unintelligible sounds?
How can it be that the hands
that once sculpted mountain ranges,
now made flesh, reach to grab hold
of a loving mother’s finger?
We don’t know. Yet it happened. Jesus came,
the visible expression of the invisible God,
to bring God to us and us to God.
The darkness of this world
at times seems overwhelming,
but in midst of the darkness we again
see the Light of Christmas —
the Light that cannot be overcome.
Before Him, we bow down and worship.

GAME DAY!

The United Methodist Church of Antioch
848 Main Street
Antioch, IL 60002
Office: 847/395-1259
Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt
Office Email: umc.antioch@att.net
Website: umcantioch.org
Like us on Facebook:
United Methodist Church of Antioch
Please join us in person or online for worship.
Starting in June our in-person worship schedule
has been 8:30 am & 10:00 am The link for the recorded service can be found on our website
at umcantioch.org. The information is also shared
on our Facebook page. We continue to follow
COVID protocol and evaluate as needed. Please
join us in person or online for worship.

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:
May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister

