United Methodist Church of Antioch

PRELUDE

Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2025

How Far Is It to Bethlehem?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sun, Dec. 7

Mon, Dec. 8
Tues, Dec. 9

Wed, Dec. 10
Thurs, Dec. 11

Fri, Dec. 12
Sat, Dec. 13

Sun, Dec. 14

Worship 8am & 10:30am

Choir/Sunday School/Church Chat 9:15am
Handbells 11:45a

AA 8-9pm/White Rm 102

AA 6-7pm & 8-9pm/White Rm 102
UMCAP Board Mtg 2:15pm/Wesley Hall
Bible Study 4pm/Wesley Hall

AA 6-7pm/White Rm 102

AA 6-7pm & 8-9pm/White Rm 102

AA 6-7pm/White Rm 102

AA 6:30-7:30pm/White Rm 102

Kringle Pick Up 9am-12pm/Wesley Hall
AA 6-7pm/White Rm 102

Worship 8am & 10:30am

Choir/Sunday School/Church Chat 9:15am
AA 8-9pm/White Rm 102

~Please note, the worship service is recorded and streamed to the
internet, and there are large print bulletins, hymnals, and Bibles
available. See an usher if you would like one. Additionally, there are
handicap accessible restrooms located in Wesley Hall.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

-Advent is here! We still need people to read and help light the
Advent candles for the 10:30am Dec. 14", 8am service on Dec.
21%, and for the 5pm service on Dec. 24th. Please see the sign-up
sheet in Wesley Hall. When you sign up for a specific date, Hannah
will email you your corresponding reading and will have
hardcopies in the folder in the hall outside her office.

-Brian Hofius-Krampe is looking to make Christmas Eve a little
extra special this year with some treats following both services. He
is looking for some homemade cookie donations to pass out! If you
are interested in donating cookies or helping pass them out, please
contact Brian. He is planning to collect the cookie donations on
Dec. 21% and will have sealable tins to collect them in!

-We need 9 readers for our one worship service on December 28 at
9:15am. See the sign-up sheet in Wesley Hall!

-Join us on Saturday, Dec. 27" from 11:30a-1:15p at Feed My
Starving Children in Libertyville. We will help package food for
others. There are jobs for all. See the sign-up sheet in Wesley Hall!
For more info, contact Carol Cichonski.

-The Antioch Community Chorus invites our congregation to their
performance of The Messiah. The concert is Dec. 14" at 7:30pm at
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church in Antioch. See the flyer in
Wesley Hall for more details!

-The men in our congregation are invited to the Prairie Central
District United Methodist Men’s Advent Service from 9-11a on
Saturday, Dec. 13" at Barrington United Methodist Church. This
event will have breakfast, and an inspirational Advent Service.
Please email Jason Maxson at [smaxson@aol.com to RSVP.

-Our church now has electronic giving! See the flyer in Wesley
Hall or the back of the bulletin for the QR code to donate! Our new
e-giving system allows you the opportunity to give once, or set up
reoccurring giving! This will let you adjust your giving amounts
and frequency however you need, whenever you need. Once you
make a donation, you will be prompted to input your information.
Then, you will get an email confirmation and instructions to
establish a giving profile. Please login to your giving profile every
time you wish to make an online donation, this will prevent you



mailto:jsmaxson@aol.com

from having multiple giving profiles. If you have questions, please
contact Hannah in the church office.

-In regards to pledge cards, we believe some error has happened in
the postal system that has caused pledge letters/cards to not get
delivered. We are unsure what happened, but Hannah has printed
extral For those who wish to turn in a pledge, it is not too late!
Please feel free to grab one of the extras located on the Usher’s
stand.

-1f you ordered Danish Kringles, plan to pick them up in Wesley
Hall on December 13" from 9am-12pm. We have calculated
around $1,758.00 in proceeds toward Missions! Thank you to all
who supported the fundraiser! If you have any questions, please
contact LouAnn Holmes at (262) 287-1672.

-—

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES (Responsively)
8:00am service- Dawn Vogel & Leta Sathoff
10:30am service- Ed & Joyce Laudenslager

L: Advent reminds us that we are people who share a story,
the story of Jesus, who enacts peace by judging in favor of the
poor and deciding with equity for the meek of the earth. We
long for the day when “the wolf shall live with the lamb, the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion will
feed together, and a little child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6).
P: Today, we choose to live the story of peace, believing
that true peace comes when we seek the flourishing of all
God’s creation.

L: We light this candle of peace as a sign of our commitment
to bring Light to the places the world seeks to hide until that
day when all creation lives together in harmony and
abundance.



MISSION STATEMENT (Unison)
The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is

to grow in faith; to worship God following the teachings of
Jesus Christ, and to be instruments of God’s love through

the Holy Spirit as we reach out to our community and the

world.

*Invites you to stand as you are able or to sit with gusto!

*WE ARE WELCOMED TO WORSHIP (Responsively)
L: Beloved, we gather to remember who we are, not who the
world tells us to be.

P: We tell the story together of the day that all the earth
awaits.

L: We recall the story of God’s people, how God has called us
to live in peace and righteousness in a world full of conflict
and twisted morality.

P: We tell the story together of the day that all the earth
awaits.

L: We recount the story of our journey with God, the moments
of God’s provision, God’s prodding, and God’s prophetic
guidance.

P: We tell the story together of the day that all the earth
awaits.

L: We gather to repent and return anew to God’s story that
guides our lives to work for peace and flourishing for all
God’s creation.

P: We gather to tell the story of the day that all the earth

awaits. Thanks be to God! Amen.
(Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2025.)

*HYMN Red Hymnal #209  Blessed Be the God of Israel



*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)

Loving God, be to us as a bulldozer of the spirit. Clear
your road in us; clear a path through the detritus of
possessions and obsessions. Thrust aside our divided aims
and devious games. Topple the ramparts of pride and the
doubts that deride. Make a highway on which Christ may
come and take possession of the whole territory of our
being. To the glory of your name, we pray. Amen!

(Written by Bruce Prewer and posted on Bruce Prewer’s Home Page, http://www.bruceprewer.com/.
Reposted on the re:Worship blog at https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2012/11/opening-prayer-prepare-
way.html.)

CHILDREN’S TIME

HYMN Black Hymnal #2089
Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice

WE ASK FOR UNDERSTANDING (Unison)

Holy Child, the One for whom we are preparing, we ask
you to guide our thinking, our praying, and our hoping.
Focus our eyes and ears in these moments as we hear your
Scriptures read and interpreted so that we might have a
greater understanding. May our time together with you
help us all to be more prepared for your coming. Amen.

WE HEAR THE GOOD NEWS - Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet
Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.

299



Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather
belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around
the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by
him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Therefore,
bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,” for I tell you,
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore
every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and
thrown into the fire.

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one
who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the
granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

L: The word of God for the people of God.
P: Thanks be to God.

REFLECTION Signs & Stories Rev. Katie Voigt

CHOIR ANTHEM (10:30am Service) UMCA Choir
Advent Alleluia



MORNING PRAYERS

Joys/Concerns

Silent Prayer

Prayer of Confession (Unison): Most merciful God,
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole
heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have
not done your will, we have broken your law, we have
rebelled against your love, we have not loved our
neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(Pastor): Hear the good news: Christ died for us while
we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the
name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

(Unison): In the name of Jesus Christ, you are
forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.

Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION See Booklet
Hymns Sung During Receiving
#626 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent
#347  Spirit Song
#204  Emmanuel

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING See Booklet

OFFERTORY O Come, O Come Emmanuel

*DOXOLOGY #95
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

*WE DEDICATE OUR GIFTS TO GOD (Unison)
Persistent God of new paths, we have been called to
prepare the way — not with platitudes, but with changed
hearts and lives. In this season of turning and anticipation,
we offer these gifts as signs that we long to live by your
story. Use them and us to bear fruit worthy of repentance:
the fruit of justice, compassion, hospitality, and peace. Let
our generosity reflect the nearness of your kin-dom and
the urgency of your call. In the wilderness of fear and
want, may this offering clear a path for hope to be seen,
known, and shared. In the name of the one who is coming
and is already among us — Christ, our Lord. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN Red Hymnal #210
All Earth is Waiting



*WE GO FORTH WITH BLESSING (Responsively)

L: We go now in the blessing and inspiration of God to live
God’s story wherever we might be.

P: We will live so that our lives may be an invitation to
others to join in the journey to the day that all the earth
awaits.

L: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

P: And also with you. Amen.

*POSTLUDE Noel

Red indicates “The United Methodist Hymnal”
Black indicates “The Faith We Sing”

One License # A-739071

Worship Attendance/Giving for Sunday
November 30, 2025
8:00am-42 10:30am- 41
General Fund: $4,146.98 Missions: $116.50

Building: $317.50 Boiler: $100
Christmas Poinsettias: $130 UVC: $35
Memorial: $100 UMCAP: $10

Food Pantry: $10



Greeters
8:00am
10:30am
Ushers
8:00am
10:30am

Soundboard
8:00am
10:30am
Liturgists
8:00am
10:30am
Coffee Servers
8:00am

10:30am
Openers
Prayer Card
8:00am
10:30am

Communion
8:00am

10:30am

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

Dec. 7

Becky Johnson
Susan Antonelli

Jim Menzer
Tom Reilly
Tom Kessell

Denny Sathoff
Chris Shannon

Leta Sathoff
Caroline Adams

Marty Garrett

Pat Metz
Caroline Adams
Andrea Zachotina
Cichonski Family

Shelby Wais
Ron & Mary Kay
Giebelhaus

Carol &

Walt Cichonski
Robin Kessell
Nancy Rae

Dec. 14

Vi Kluth
Pat Calkins

Wayne Buck
Jerry Topcik

Walt Cichonski
Isaac Platzbecker

Mary Geier
Phil Georgia

Mary Geier

Jean Haling

Cheryl Collins

Joanna & Rick Carlberg
Cichonski Family

Shelby Wais
Ardy Lange




NOTES



UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ANTIOCH
848 Main Street, Antioch, IL 60002
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-2:30pm
Phone: 847-395-1259
Email: umc.antioch@att.net

Website: umcantioch.org
Follow us on Facebook!
Watch us on YouTube!

Pastor- Rev. Katie Voigt
Music Director/Organist-Debbie Gillette
Choir Director-Nicole Heyl
Custodians- Michelle M. & Kelly K.
Office Administrator- Hannah T.
UMCA Christian Preschool Director- Kim Dodd
(847) 395-1362

Scan below for Scan below to
December’s Newsletter give electronically!

Please Note:

Deadline for the Newsletter is the 15" of each month-for
the FOLLOWING month Send info in Word doc or body
of email to editorumca@gmail.com

Next deadline is December 15 for the January newsletter.

2 Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. g
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