
   United Methodist Church of Antioch 

   Christmas Eve 
   December 24, 2025  

   7:00pm 

 
 

PRELUDE        Breath of Heaven 

        I Wonder as I Wander, alto saxophone 

 

~Please note, the worship service is recorded and streamed to the internet, and 

there are large print bulletins, hymnals, and Bibles available. See an usher if 

you would like one. Additionally, there are handicap accessible restrooms 

located in Wesley Hall. 
 

CHRISTMAS WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

-Please note: Pastor Katie will be on vacation from Dec. 25 through 

Jan. 3. The office will be closed during this time. If you need 

pastoral assistance while Pastor Katie is away, please contact Beth 

Stahl or Cheryl Collins. Also, please know Pastor Katie turns her 

cell phone off while on vacation, so she will not receive your calls, 

voicemail, texts, or email until she returns. Merry Christmas to all, 

and let us rejoice in the birth of our Lord and Savior! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Wed, Dec. 24 

Christmas Eve 

Worship  

      -5pm, Family-friendly interactive service  

      -7pm, Traditional Service with candlelight      

                 and Communion 

AA 6-7pm & 8-9pm/White Rm 102 

Thurs, Dec. 25 

Christmas 

Office closed 12/25-1/4 

AA 6-7pm/White Rm 102 

Fri, Dec. 26 AA 6:30-7:30pm/White Rm 102 

Sat, Dec. 27 Feed My Starving Children 

     -11:30am-1:15pm/Libertyville  

AA 6-7pm/White Rm 102 

Sun, Dec. 28 

 

Worship 9:15am 

AA 8-9pm/White Rm 102 



-Please note: Sunday December 28th, there will only be one 

worship service at 9:15am. 

-Planning to make an end-of-the-year gift? Please have it turned in 

by December 31st to ensure it is counted in the correct year. 

 
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

         Tammy & Becky Johnson 

 

L: Tonight, we gather to remember with the prophet Isaiah: 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 

rests upon his shoulders, and he is named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Great will be his authority, and there shall be endless peace for 

the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and 

uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 

onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 

do this (Isaiah 9:6-7). 

P: We gather to once again bask in the glory that visited a 

stable and a manger, shepherds watching their flocks, and 

a young couple cradling the newborn Messiah. 

L: We light the Christ candle as a sign of the glory that came 

among us in unexpected places and to unexpected people, that 

we may be people who seek and follow the glory of the Christ 

child here and now. 

MISSION STATEMENT (Unison) 

The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is 

to grow in faith; to worship God following the teachings of 

Jesus Christ, and to be instruments of God’s love through 

the Holy Spirit as we reach out to our community and the 

world. 

 

* Invites you to stand as you are able, or to sit with gusto! 



*OPENING HYMN      “Joy to the World”      UMH No. 246 

 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS AND WELCOME 

 

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison) 

Loving God, lead us to accept the gift, which you bring this 

night as we worship you and bow before you.  Show us that 

the star shines before us if we will but see it; that the song 

of great joy is sung for us if we will but hear it; that the 

Prince of Peace is born in our midst if we will but give him 

a place.  Teach us tonight to run with the shepherds, to 

kneel with the kings, and to sing your praises with all your 

saints.  Amen. 

 

*HYMN             “Away in a Manger”              UMH No. 217 

 

THE FIRST CHRISTMAS: A LOVE STORY 

(Scripture Readings with Commentary) 

 

A GALILEAN COUPLE           Matthew 1:18-23 

 

A LITTLE TOWN – BETHLEHEM  Luke 2:1-7 

 

HYMN     “Angels We Have Heard on High”   UMH No. 238 

 

THE SHEPHERDS SEE AND HEAR          Luke 2:8-20 

 

HYMN       “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”     UMH No. 240 

 

A CONSECRATED LIFE          Luke 2:21-32 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC           Judy Tetour 

   Sweet Little Jesus Boy 

 

 



Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

God of light, we are frightened by what you might expect 

of us if we get too close to the manger. Many enticements 

draw our attention away from this holy place. Our worldly 

passions have led us into comfortable ruts. We admit that 

some are mere time-killers but others seem to have real 

value to us. What more can a baby offer us? Of what use is 

a Messiah who ends up on a cross? O God, teach us what 

salvation is all about. Heal the emptiness that gives rise to 

our misplaced loyalties and distorted dreams. We want to 

be whole people, experiencing wholesome relationships, 

giving ourselves to worthy causes. Amen. 
 

The child of Bethlehem becomes for us the Wonderful 

Counselor whose life points us to new priorities. Away from 

our frantic busyness, we find true peace on our knees. The 

truth is dawning in us and among us. Good news of great joy 

fills us with hope. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 

forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to 

God in the highest heaven! 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL COMMUNION (See Booklet) 

 Hymns Sung During Receiving 

  #218      It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

  #219      What Child Is This 

  #229      Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
 

OFFERTORY  He Is Born, the Child Divine 
 

*DOXOLOGY 
 

*WE DEDICATE OUR GIFTS TO GOD (Unison) 

Loving God, thank you for sending Jesus to earth. He not 

only taught us about love, he lived love, and ultimately, he 

is love. Take what we freely give and multiply it for use to 

make your love known in our world today. Amen. 



*THE PROCLAMATION         John 1:1-5, 10-14 
 

*SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST     

(Please dip your unlit candle into a lit one) 
 

“Silent Night, Holy Night” 
 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round 

yon virgin mother and child.  Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; 

glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!  

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; 

radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming 

grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

*CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
 

*CLOSING HYMN           Silent Night vs. 4 

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 

with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; Christ the 

Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

*POSTLUDE  Adeste Fideles 
 

Red indicates “The United Methodist Hymnal” 

Black indicates “The Faith We Sing” -OneLicense # A-739071 

 

Thank you to tonight’s musical accompanists: 

Debbie Gillette, alto saxophone 

Isaac Platzbecker, trumpet 

Owen Richards, trombone 

Valerie Lapke, cello 

Judy Tetour, vocal solo 

Hannah Richards, flute 



2025 

 

Poinsettias for our sanctuary have been given by: 

 

Caroline Adams & Family in memory of Bruce Adams 

 

E. Russel Brearley in memory of Dolores & Andrew 

 

Meghan Burks in memory of Emily & John Yohman 

 

Walter & Carol Cichonski in memory of Chester, Anna, 

Stan, Lynne, & Hank Cichonski; Dorothy Slichenmyer, 

and Jason Shymanik 

 

Marty Garrett in memory of husband Terry Garrett 

 

Ron & Mary Kay Giebelhaus in memory of our parents 

Hank & Rose Jarvis and Irenne & Don Gable 

 

Karen Heinsohn in memory of Francisco Arrieta 

 

Linda Hensgen & Vi Kluth in memory of Ellen Petersen, 

 Judy Anderle, and Don Kluth 

 

Holmes Family in memory of Lou & Harriett Albano, 

Charles & Jule Holmes, Jim Holmes, Hariet Laws, and 

Tony Rogers 

 

Ardy Lange in memory of Ted Lange 

 



Poinsettias for our sanctuary have been given by: 

(continued) 

 

Ed & Joyce Laudenslager in memory of our mothers Mary 

Ellen, Mary & Shirley 

 

Rae Family in memory of Joyce & Walter Schultz and 

Susan Rae 

 

Sally Rodgers in honor of my Ohio Rodgers Family 

 

Chris Shannon in memory of Lisa Shannon and Terry King 

 

Evie Skidmore in memory of Don Skidmore & Steve 

Skidmore 

 

Gerold (Jerry) Topcik in memory of Erhard M. Lippert, 

Margariete Lippert Topcik, Aaron A. Topcik, Margaret 

Sisson, Joanne Sisson Topcik, Vern Sisson, Tiffany 

Topcik, Tracie Musich, Alan Topcik Sr., Micah Gerold 

Musich, Fred Gustafson, Jean Sisson, and Jan Sisson 

 

Pastor Katie in memory of Willis & Elizabeth Voigt; Ruth, 

J. Robert, & Kathryn Curtis; and Heather Voigt  

 

Carleen and Glinda Wurster in memory of Betty & John 

Sutcliffe, Carl & Doris Wurster, Richard Mitchell, 

Toodles, and Clara Stasior 

 

Margaret Zaller in memory of Earle & Myrtle Palmer 

 

Nancy Zitkus in memory of Lester Zitkus, Mr. & Mrs. Al 

 Swenson, Mr. & Mrs. Peter Zitkus 



 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ANTIOCH 

848 Main Street, Antioch, IL 60002 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-2:30pm 

Phone: 847-395-1259 

Email: umc.antioch@att.net 

Website: umcantioch.org 

Follow us on Facebook! 

Watch us on YouTube! 
 

Pastor- Rev. Katie Voigt 

Music Director/Organist-Debbie Gillette 

Choir Director-Nicole Heyl 

Custodians- Michelle M. & Kelly K. 

Office Administrator- Hannah T. 

UMCA Christian Preschool Director- Kim Dodd 

(847) 395-1362 

 

Please Note:  

Deadline for the Newsletter is the 15th of each month-for the 

FOLLOWING month Send info in Word doc or body of email 

to editorumca@gmail.com 

Next deadline is January 15th for the February newsletter. 

 

Scan below for 

December’s Newsletter 

Scan below to  

give electronically! 

  

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 

 

mailto:umc.antioch@att.net
mailto:editorumca@gmail.com

