United Methodist Church of Antioch
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025

PRELUDE In the Bleak Midwinter

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sun, Dec. 21 Worship 8am & 10:30am
Choir/Sunday School/Church Chat 9:15am
AA 8-9pm/White Rm 102
Mon, Dec. 22  AA 6-7pm & 8-9pm/White Rm 102
Tues, Dec. 23 AA 6-7pm/White Rm 102
Wed, Dec. 24  Worship
Christmas Eve -5pm, Family-friendly interactive service
-7pm, Traditional Service with candlelight
and Communion
AA 6-7pm & 8-9pm/White Rm 102
Thurs, Dec. 25  Office closed 12/25-1/4
Christmas AA 6-7pm/White Rm 102
Fri, Dec. 26 AA 6:30-7:30pm/White Rm 102
Sat, Dec. 27 Feed My Starving Children
-11:30am-1:15pm/Libertyville
AA 6-7pm/White Rm 102
Sun, Dec. 28 Worship 9:15am
AA 8-9pm/White Rm 102

~Please note, the worship service is recorded and streamed to the
internet, and there are large print bulletins, hymnals, and Bibles
available. See an usher if you would like one. Additionally, there are
handicap accessible restrooms located in Wesley Hall.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

-Please note: Pastor Katie will be on vacation from Dec. 25 through
Jan. 3. The office will be closed during this time. If you need
pastoral assistance while Pastor Katie is away, please contact Beth
Stahl, or Cheryl Collins. Also, please know Pastor Katie turns her
cell phone off while on vacation, so she will not receive your calls,
voicemail, texts, or email until she returns. Merry Christmas to all,
and let us rejoice in the birth of our Lord and Savior!

-Brian Hofius-Krampe is looking to make Christmas Eve a little
extra special this year with some treats following both services. He
is looking for some homemade cookie donations to pass out! If you
are interested in donating cookies or helping pass them out, please
contact Brian. He is planning to collect the cookie donations today,
Dec. 21% and will have sealable tins to collect them in!

-Please consider giving to the Bishop's Emergency Solidarity Fund,
to follow Jesus's commandment to love our neighbors. Mark your
donation envelopes "Solidarity Fund" or give online at:
https://www.umcnic.org/ SolidarityFund

-The Bible study group is not meeting for the remainder of
December. Their next meeting will be on Tuesday, Jan. 6%

-Join us on Sat., Dec. 27" from 11:30a-1:15p at Feed My Starving

Children in Libertyville. There are jobs for all. See the sign-up

sheet in Wesley Hall! For more info, contact Carol Cichonski.
<

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES (Responsively)

8:00am service- Denny Sathoff & Dick Schlake

10:30am service- Owen Richards & Sophia Rae

L: Today, we come face to face with the scandal of Advent:
Mary, the unmarried mother; God Incarnate growing in
Mary’s womb as a vulnerable baby; Joseph contemplating
leaving Mary because of her pregnancy; God’s love at work in
ways that society and propriety could not understand; God
calling Mary and Joseph to faithfulness despite the fear of
disgrace.



P: With Mary and Joseph, we choose to wait, watch, and
listen for the way of Love instead of responding in fear to
the world’s judgment.

L: We light this candle of love as a sign of our faithfulness as
we seek, find, and follow Emmanuel, God with us.

MISSION STATEMENT (Unison)
The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is

to grow in faith; to worship God following the teachings of
Jesus Christ, and to be instruments of God’s love through

the Holy Spirit as we reach out to our community and the

world.

*Invites you to stand as you are able or to sit with gusto!

*WE ARE WELCOMED TO WORSHIP (Responsively)
L: Beloved, God calls to us — like Joseph — through angels and
messengers, inviting us to listen for the Spirit’s guidance in
the midst of half-truths and distractions.

P: We listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awaits.
L: Sometimes, angels surprise us (as they did Mary) with good
news too fantastical to believe and yet too real — realer than
real — to ignore.

P: We listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awalits.
L: For generations, God has sent signs of God’s coming kin-
dom in unexpected places — the birth of a child, the wisdom of
the lowly, the faithfulness of a carpenter.

P: We listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awaits.
L: Come! Let us worship God who calls out to us, inviting us
to faithfulness as we watch, wait, and work for the day when
the whole world knows the abundant love and grace of
Emmanuel, God-with-us.

P: Come! Let us worship as we listen faithfully for the day

that all the earth awaits.
(Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2025.)



*HYMN Red Hymnal #203 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)

O Christ, we long for your coming. Hasten that day when
those who seek you in every nation will come from the east
and the west, from the north and the south, and sit at the
table in your kin-dom. Hasten the day when your kin-dom
will come in all its glory, and suffering, pain, sickness,
oppression, and death will be overcome forever. Hasten
the day when we will be resurrected as a great
multicultural family and live in hope, peace, joy, and love

together in your kin-dom.
(Adapted from a prayer written by Christine Sine on Godspace. Re-posted on the re:Worship
website at https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2015/12/advent-intercessions.html.)

CHILDREN’S TIME
HYMN Black Hymnal #2092  Like a Child

WE ASK FOR UNDERSTANDING (Unison)

Holy Child, the One for whom we are preparing, we ask
you to guide our thinking, our praying, and our hoping.
Focus our eyes and ears in these moments as we hear your
Scriptures read and interpreted so that we might have a
greater understanding. May our time together with you
help us all to be more prepared for your coming. Amen.

WE HEAR THE GOOD NEWS- Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but
before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from
the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to
divorce her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this,



an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth
to a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took
her as his wife but had no marital relations with her until she
had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

L: The word of God for the people of God.
P: Thanks be to God.

REFLECTION Signs & Faithfulness
Rev. Katie Voigt

CHOIR ANTHEM (10:30am Service) UMCA Choir
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Accompanied by Bill McGee, trumpet

MORNING PRAYERS
Joys/Concerns
Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer



THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY UMCA Handbell Choir
Do You Hear What | Hear?

*DOXOLOGY #95
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

*WE DEDICATE OUR GIFTS TO GOD (Unison)
Faithful God of unfolding plans, when our certainty falters
and our expectations collapse, you are still at work,
inviting us into grace that redefines and redeems. Like
Joseph, we bring our gifts and lay down our plans, trusting
that your Spirit can shape our offering into something
greater than we imagined. Let these gifts and our lives be
signs of obedience, humility, and hope. May they help
carry Christ into a world still longing for peace, hungry
for love, and needing redemption. We pray in the name of
the one who is Emmanuel — God with us. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN Red Hymnal #234
O Come, All Ye Faithful vs. 1, 2, 4,5
Accompanied by Bill McGee, trumpet



*WE GO FORTH WITH BLESSING (Responsively)

L: We go now in the blessing of God to watch and wait.

P: We are ready to receive the angels among us and to
faithfully follow where God leads.

L: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

P: And also with you. Amen.

*POSTLUDE Julian DuClos, organ
Carol of the Bells

Red indicates “The United Methodist Hymnal”
Black indicates “The Faith We Sing”

One License # A-739071

Thank you to all who shared their musical talents with us in
worship today!



Worship Attendance/Giving for Sunday

December 14, 2025

8:00am-30  10:30am- 47
General Fund: $9,823.25 Missions: $130.15

Building: $210

AC Replacement: $650

Christmas Poinsettias: $150 UVC: $1

Memorial: $250
Christmas: $300

Solidarity Fund: $100
Fellowship Hour: $200

Greeters
5:00pm
7:00pm
Usher
5:00pm
7:00pm

5:00pm
7:00pm

Worship Leadership-

Soundboard

Communion
7:00pm ONLY  Carol and Walt Cichonski

Christmas Eve
December 24

Dawn Vogel
Nancy Rae

Dick Paddock
Tom Kessell

Isaac Platzbecker
Walt Cichonski




Greeters
8:00am
10:30am
Ushers
8:00am
10:30am
Soundboard
8:00am
10:30am
Liturgists
8:00am
10:30am

Coffee Servers
8:00am

10:30am

Openers
Prayer Card
8:00am
10:30am

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

Dec. 21

Leta Sathoff
Joanne Rae

Jim Menzer
Valerie Lapke

Denny Sathoff
Phil Georgia

Dick Schlake
Tom Reilly

Carol & Walt
Cichonski

Cathy & Tom Reilly
Carol Frazier
Sathoff Family

Nancy Colby
Ron & Mary Kay
Giebelhaus

December 28
(9:15am ONLY)

9:15am- Shelby Wais

9:15am- Walt Cichonski

9:15am- Chris Shannon

9:15am- Rick Carlberg,
Denny Sathoff, Carol
Dunn, Nikki Georgia,
Judy Tetour, Joanne Rae

9:15am-
Leta & Denny Sathoff
Karen Heinsohn

9:15am- Metz Family

9:15am- Nancy Colby




UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ANTIOCH
848 Main Street, Antioch, IL 60002
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-2:30pm
Phone: 847-395-1259
Email: umc.antioch@att.net

Website: umcantioch.org
Follow us on Facebook!
Watch us on YouTube!

Pastor- Rev. Katie Voigt
Music Director/Organist-Debbie Gillette
Choir Director-Nicole Heyl
Custodians- Michelle M. & Kelly K.
Office Administrator- Hannah T.
UMCA Christian Preschool Director- Kim Dodd
(847) 395-1362

Scan below for Scan below to
December’s Newsletter give electronically!

Please Note:

Deadline for the Newsletter is the 15" of each month-for
the FOLLOWING month Send info in Word doc or body
of email to editorumca@gmail.com

Next deadline is January 15™ for the February newsletter.

2 Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. g
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