
United Methodist Church of Antioch 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 14, 2025 

 

PRELUDE     Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 
 

 

~Please note, the worship service is recorded and streamed to the 

internet, and there are large print bulletins, hymnals, and Bibles 

available. See an usher if you would like one. Additionally, there are 

handicap accessible restrooms located in Wesley Hall. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

-Advent is here! We still need people to read and help light the 

Advent candles for the 8am service next week! Please see the sign-

up sheet in Wesley Hall. When you sign up for a specific date, 

Hannah will email you your corresponding reading and will have 

hardcopies in the folder in the hall outside her office. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sun, Dec. 14 

 

Worship 8am & 10:30am 

Choir/Sunday School/Church Chat 9:15am 

The Messiah choral concert 7:30pm/ 

       Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church 

AA 8-9pm/White Rm 102 

Mon, Dec. 15 AA 6-7pm & 8-9pm/White Rm 102 

Tues, Dec. 16 AA 6-7pm/White Rm 102 

Wed, Dec. 17 AA 6-7pm & 8-9pm/White Rm 102 

Thurs, Dec. 18 Private Group 9am-3pm/Wesley Hall 

AA 6-7pm/White Rm 102 

Fri, Dec. 19 AA 6:30-7:30pm/White Rm 102 

Sat, Dec. 20 AA 6-7pm/White Rm 102 

Sun, Dec. 21 

 

Worship 8am & 10:30am 

Choir/Sunday School/Church Chat 9:15am 

AA 8-9pm/White Rm 102 



-Brian Hofius-Krampe is looking to make Christmas Eve a little 

extra special this year with some treats following both services. He 

is looking for some homemade cookie donations to pass out! If you 

are interested in donating cookies or helping pass them out, please 

contact Brian. He is planning to collect the cookie donations on 

Dec. 21st and will have sealable tins to collect them in! 

-We need readers for our one worship service on December 28 at 

9:15am. See the sign-up sheet in Wesley Hall! 

-The Bible study group is not meeting for the remainder of 

December. Their next meeting will be on Tuesday, Jan. 6th.  

-Join us on Saturday, Dec. 27th from 11:30a-1:15p at Feed My 

Starving Children in Libertyville. We will help package food for 

others. There are jobs for all. See the sign-up sheet in Wesley Hall! 

For more info, contact Carol Cichonski. 

-The Antioch Community Chorus invites our congregation to their 

performance of The Messiah. The concert is today at 7:30pm at 

Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church in Antioch. See the flyer in 

Wesley Hall for more details! 

-If you ordered Danish Kringles and did not pick them up 

yesterday, you can pick them up today! They will be located in the 

kitchen freezer with your name on it. Thank you to all who 

supported the fundraiser! 

-The NIC Committee on Discipleship and Spiritual Formation is 

inviting congregations to join together in making reading of the 

Scripture a regular practice for 2026. Their goal is to help provide a 

plan and support to read the entire bible over the course of the year! 

They will provide a daily reading guide and hold Zoom support 

meetings on the second Wednesday of the month from 7:30-

8:30pm. An orientation meeting will take place on Wednesday 

December 17th at 6pm. For more information about the reading 

plan or to sign up, visit: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbqqlp7YtJvDS5vL0

burwbwG5IjzghMVmi8waY4o-0FKQegw/viewform 

 

  



LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES (Responsively) 

8:00am service- Carol Cichonski & Linda Hensgen 

10:30am service- Mary Kay & Ron Giebelhaus 
 

L: In the midst of our waiting and longing for God to make the 

world right again, we cling to the truth that God has saved, 

God is saving, and God will save. So today, we join our voices 

with the prophet Isaiah, who calls us to live in the joy of the 

truth of God’s salvation. 

P: We choose to believe that the day is coming when “the 

ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with 

singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they 

shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 

flee away” (Isaiah 35:10). 

L: We light this candle of joy as a sign of the Truth that sets us 

free to live in joy as we wait and work for the day when all 

creation will flourish together. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT (Unison) 

The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is 

to grow in faith; to worship God following the teachings of 

Jesus Christ, and to be instruments of God’s love through 

the Holy Spirit as we reach out to our community and the 

world. 

*Invites you to stand as you are able or to sit with gusto! 

 

*WE ARE WELCOMED TO WORSHIP (Responsively) 

L: Beloved, we gather to rejoice in God who does wondrous 

things, who promises that someday all manner of things shall 

be well. 

P: We rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth 

awaits. 



L: We worship with joy now, confident that God will not stop 

until all creation is at peace. 

P: We rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth 

awaits. 

L: We lift up our voices in song and story, in prayer and 

praise, as we remember and rejoice in all that God has done 

and will do among us. 

P: We rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth 

awaits. 

L: Come! Let us worship God with joy as we work with God 

toward the day when all of creation lives in everlasting joy. 

P: Come! Let us rejoice in the truth of the day that all the 

earth awaits. 
(Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2025.) 

 

*HYMN Red Hymnal #202 People Look East 

 

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison) 

Holy God of Joy, we rejoice in the reality of who you are. 

We live within the joy of your love for us. Our 

contentment comes and goes. Our happiness ebbs and 

flows. Our feelings depend upon our circumstances, our 

physical health, our brain chemistry. But our joy is deeply 

rooted in our identity as your beloved children. And we 

give you thanks. Amen. 
(Written by Joanna Harader and posted on Spacious Faith, http://spaciousfaith.com/. Reposted on the 

re:Worship blog at https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2015/12/call-to-worship-prayer-for-advent.html.) 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME   

 

HYMN Red Hymnal #198    My Soul Gives Glory to My God 

 

 

 



WE ASK FOR UNDERSTANDING (Unison) 

Holy Child, the One for whom we are preparing, we ask 

you to guide our thinking, our praying, and our hoping. 

Focus our eyes and ears in these moments as we hear your 

Scriptures read and interpreted so that we might have a 

greater understanding. May our time together with you 

help us all to be more prepared for your coming. Amen. 

 

WE HEAR THE GOOD NEWS  

    – Isaiah 35:1-10 & Matthew 11:2-11 
 

 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly 

and rejoice with joy and shouting. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, 

the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands 

and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

“Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 

He will come and save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness 

and streams in the desert; 

the burning sand shall become a pool 



and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; 

the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

A highway shall be there, 

and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 

but it shall be for God’s people; 

no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

No lion shall be there, 

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return 

and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he 

sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one 

who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus 

answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the 

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin 

disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 

poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone 

who takes no offense at me.” 

 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A 

reed shaken by the wind? What, then, did you go out to see? 

Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft 

robes are in royal palaces. What, then, did you go out to see? 



A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is 

the one about whom it is written, 

 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’ 

 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has 

arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

 

L: The word of God for the people of God. 

P: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM (10:30am Service)     UMCA Choir 

 A Light Will Shine! 

 

MORNING PRAYERS 

Joys/Concerns 

Silent Prayer 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen.  

 

REFLECTION          Signs & Truth          Rev. Katie Voigt 



OFFERTORY       Immanuel 

 

*DOXOLOGY #95   

 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 
*WE DEDICATE OUR GIFTS TO GOD (Unison) 

Gracious God of deep joy, even when storms rage and 

doubts rise, you call us to see with kin-dom eyes – to look 

for healing, hope, and signs of your grace breaking in. In 

this Advent season of expectation and weariness, we bring 

these gifts as expressions of joy, rooted not in ease but in 

trust. May our giving bear witness to your good news: that 

the blind still see, the lame still walk, and the poor still 

receive care. Use these offerings and us as signs of your 

coming reign, lights in the storm, and carriers of joy. In 

the name of Jesus, our hope and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN Red Hymnal #211   

 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel vs. 1, 4, 5, 6 

 

*WE GO FORTH WITH BLESSING (Responsively) 

L: We go now in the blessing of God’s joy, confident that the 

day we await is close at hand. 

P: We are ready to cooperate with God in building the kin-

dom of God on earth as it is in heaven. 

L: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

P: And also with you. Amen. 

 

*POSTLUDE  Pat-A-Pan 
 

Red indicates “The United Methodist Hymnal” 

Black indicates “The Faith We Sing”  

One License # A-739071 



 

 

Worship Attendance/Giving for Sunday 

December 7, 2025 

8:00am- 23      10:30am- 40 

General Fund: $3,986.08 Missions: $131.11 

Building: $182.50 Boiler: $25 

Christmas Poinsettias: $625 UVC: $50 

Memorial: $1,050  

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 

 Dec. 14 Dec. 21 

Greeters  

8:00am 

10:30am 

 

Vi Kluth 

Pat Calkins 

 

Leta Sathoff 

Joanne Rae 

Ushers 

8:00am 

10:30am 

 

Wayne Buck 

Jerry Topcik 

 

Jim Menzer 

Valerie Lapke 

Soundboard 

8:00am 

10:30am 

 

Walt Cichonski 

Isaac Platzbecker 

 

Denny Sathoff 

Phil Georgia 

Liturgists 

8:00am 

10:30am 

 

Mary Geier 

Phil Georgia 

 

Dick Schlake 

Tom Reilly 

Coffee Servers 

8:00am 

 

10:30am 

 

Mary Geier 

Jean Haling 

Cheryl Collins 

Joanna & Rick 

Carlberg 

 

Carol & Walt Cichonski 

Joe Rossdeutcher 

Cathy & Tom Reilly 

Carol Frazier 

Openers Cichonski Family Sathoff Family 

Prayer Card 

8:00am 

10:30am 

 

Shelby Wais 

Ron & Mary Kay 

Giebelhaus 

 

Nancy Colby 

Ron & Mary Kay 

Giebelhaus 



UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ANTIOCH 

848 Main Street, Antioch, IL 60002 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-2:30pm 

Phone: 847-395-1259 

Email: umc.antioch@att.net 

Website: umcantioch.org 

Follow us on Facebook! 

Watch us on YouTube! 
 

Pastor- Rev. Katie Voigt 

Music Director/Organist-Debbie Gillette 

Choir Director-Nicole Heyl 

Custodians- Michelle M. & Kelly K. 

Office Administrator- Hannah T. 

UMCA Christian Preschool Director- Kim Dodd 

(847) 395-1362 

 

Please Note:  

Deadline for the Newsletter is the 15th of each month-for 

the FOLLOWING month Send info in Word doc or body 

of email to editorumca@gmail.com 

 

Next deadline is December 15th for the January newsletter. 

 

Scan below for 

December’s Newsletter 

Scan below to  

give electronically! 

  

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 

 

mailto:umc.antioch@att.net
mailto:editorumca@gmail.com

