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THE MESSENGER 
  “The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is to grow in faith,  

  worship God following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and be instruments of  
 God’s love,  through the Holy Spirit, as we reach out  

to our community and the world.”  
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  I hope you’ve been able to enjoy your sum-
mer, so far. There’s still some time left, but hope-
fully the worst of the heat is past us. Some of those 
days were pretty unbearable! 
                As we move into August, we’ll be finish-
ing our sermon series on the mission statements of 
The United Methodist Church and of the United 
Methodist Church of Antioch. For the rest of the 
month, though, we will move to, what I imagine at 
least some of you might find odd! 
                I keep records of my sermons. I have a 
running list of all the sermons I’ve preached (just 

ask me what number I’m 
preaching on any given Sun-
day – I can tell you what the 
number sermon it is of the 
ones I’ve preached here in 
Antioch, as well as what 
number it is overall…LOL!). 

I have those same sermons recorded by Scripture 
reference, so if I’m preaching on a text I can look 
up when I preached it last (if ever!) or how many 
times I’ve preached the same texts. Yes, I know… 
I’m a nerd. That second list, however, also will 
show me which books I’ve never preached from. I 
find this list a bit fascinating. As you might imag-
ine the list is mostly obscure, 
minor prophets, at this point 
– although not exclusively. 
As I write this, there are 12 
books of the Bible on the list 
of ones I haven’t preached 
from – yet! By the end of 
our next series, there will be fewer! 
                I hope you will join us through August, 
and into September for a sermon series I’ve crea-
tively titled: “Books I’ve Not Preached on Be-
fore.” Come hear about some of the more rarely 
heard from books of the Bible. Come ask yourself, 
Just what is this preacher thinking?? (I know I have 
asked that!) 
  
 
 

   
                Additionally, I want to plant a seed for 
some upcoming events. Mother Dawn from St. 
Ignatius Episcopal Church and I will be leading 
an “Uncomfortable Book Club” starting Septem-
ber 8th. We’ll be reading Poverty, By 
America, by Matthew Desmond. He 
has studied poverty extensively – by 
living in it. And, much of his re-
search was done just in our backyard 
– Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Meetings 
will be at the Antioch Public Library 
at 10:00am, starting September 8th 
and meeting every other week. 
                Secondly, Tom Reilly is so excited to be 
planning a men’s retreat for this Fall. All the men 
of the church (and friends, too!) are invited to this 
retreat. Be on the lookout for registration infor-
mation to come, but for now, save the dates for 
October 30 – November 1. 
                Third, just a reminder that we will be at 
one worship service at 9:15am through September 
6th. On September 13th we will return to our two 
service schedule (8:00am & 10:30am) and choir 
rehearsal will resume at 9:15am. 
                I look forward to all that the end of 
Summer will bring to us! 

August 2          James 2:14-26     
  Be Instruments of God’s  

   Love                     

  Holy Communion 

 August 9        Ezra 3:8-11           

  Books I’ve Not Preached  

   on Before:  

  Laying the Foundation 

 August 16       Jude 3-4                

  Books I’ve Not Preached  

   on Before:  

  Contend for the Faith 

  

 
   



 

 

PASTOR KATIE, continued 

August 23        Titus 3:1-7            

  Books I’ve Not Preached  

   on Before:  

  According to God’s Mercy 

August 30      Pastor Kathleen Krostal preaches 

 Pastor Katie 

A VERY GOOD QUESTION 

 I recently saw someone with a “WWJD” 
bracelet. Remember the “What Would Jesus Do” 
movement of some years ago? It reminded me of 
many discussions about emulating Jesus. In using 
that phrase to guide our decision making, it also re-

minds us of our limitations. We are limited 
in the miracles we can perform. It’s certain-
ly true that the results of our actions, e.g., a 
kind word, encouragement, a charitable act, 
an impossible cure, etc., are often seen as 
miraculous. God gave Jesus unique powers. 
He cured the uncurable, drove out demons, 

and revived the dead. A better bracelet would be 
“WWJND”, or What Would Jesus NOT Do?  He 
would not cast the first stone, withhold himself, or 
require someone to change before being loved. 

  Michael DeBenedetto 

MEN OF GOD RETREAT 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 

ANTIOCH 

Purpose 

To restore and build spiritual growth. To address 

and help men's challenges. Let men tell their story. 

To build a closer community of men in the UMCA. 

Build more confidence in their religious life. To 

show more ways they can contribute to the growth 

of the UMCA. To strengthen their personal life 

and family life. Investing in men's ministry is not 

about elevating one group above another. It is about 

caring for a neglected part 

of the body so all can func-

tion as God Designed. 

Leadership, ministry, and 

mission are the shared call-

ing of every member—each 

one indispensable. 

 

  
 
 

 

MEN’S RETREAT, continued 

 Men in their 50s-70s report having no 
close friends—a fivefold increase since 1990. A 
2024 Barna Poll found that nearly one in three 
GenZ adults (29%) frequently feels lonely—more 
than double that of older generations. 
 Men die by suicide at nearly four times the 

rate of women. They are more 
likely to be self-medicated with 
alcohol, withdraw from rela-
tionships, and suffer in silence. 
The stigma around vulnerabil-
ity is deeply entrenched, espe-

cially in working class and minorities. 
 At the opening statements at the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference, Rev. Kenda Creasy Dean 
encouraged congregations to focus on sacrificial 
love and diversity, focus on local ministries rather 
than institutional preservation to ef-
fectively reach people in a changing 
cultural landscape. 
 For the men at UMCA there 
are activities and classes that they can 
and should participate in: Church   
Chat on Sunday mornings; Tuesday night Bible 
Study; Wednesday afternoon Book Group. And 
there should be more, for instance, helping with 
and hosting the Lakes Area Community Band. I 
know many churches would love to have these 
kinds of associations coming their doors. 
 When I posed the question about having a 
Men of God Retreat to one of the respected leaders 
he said; "Our men are 
not ready for this." 
And this is why we 
should look at having a Men of God retreat. Have 
them grow more in their spiritual life. 

WHERE 
St. Benedict's Retreat Center, Benet Lake, Wis-
consin 

HOW LONG 
3days/2nights 

COST 
$285.00 

THEME 
Men of God 

Source: General Commission of United Method-
ist Men     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

MISSIONS, continued 

JULY RECAP 
Kids Above All’s Annual Back-To-School Back-
pack Drive   
 Kids Above All collects backpacks and sup-
plies for the school-aged kids in their programs so 
they are ready to succeed throughout the coming 
year. We will deliver these in early August, so check 
next month’s newsletter for pictures! 
(https://www.kidsaboveall.org/bts drive/) 
PADS  
 Lunch preparation and fellowship happened 
on July 8th, 11:00am in the church kitchen. We pre-
pared 40 sack lunches, then shared a meal with each 
other. See the pic of our volunteers. Next PADS 
lunch preparation will be in September, date to be 
determined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lake County Haven  
  The collection was delivered July 2nd; 
our groceries were delivered on July 19th to Hope 
House.  Learn more about Lake County Haven 
at https://lakecountyhaven.org/  

 

 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

CROP Walk for Church World Service is our Sep-
tember Focus. Ending Hunger One Step at a Time, 
October 11th Rain or Shine.  
Kids Above All Holiday Gift Drive. Resale Table 
 These will take place in October, : We are 
looking for gently used/like new fall decorations: 
September 14th at 9:30am. 

 Carol Cichonski 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Catholic Charities Luncheons at Maravela’s—See 
Rebecca Reckamp 
 
 
 
 

MISSIONS 

 No summer slowdown for our Missions 
Team: Finished projects, in progress projects, and 
future projects are described below. We hope and 
pray that you find something that moves your 
heart and hands. 

AUGUST EVENTS 
Veterans Housing and Recovery Program 
(Fairchild Hall) in Union Grove, Wisconsin  
 Our month-long collection of items for this 
veterans program will culminate with meal sides 
and desserts delivered in coordination with a meat 
delivery. The Desired Donation list will be in 
Wesley Hall. One particular item on the Donation 
list is a twin bed in a bag set – as these are needed 

for most college students; there 
may be some great bargains to be 
found. The meal plans are being 
finalized as I type and will be 
published in the weekly bulle-
tins. 
 Veterans Housing and 
Recovery Program is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to restor-
ing stability, dignity, and inde-

pendence to veterans in need. They provide safe, 
supportive housing along with access to recovery 
resources, health coordination, and life-skills de-
velopment to help veterans rebuild their lives. 
Learn more about this program at   
https://www.veteranshousingrecovery.org/ or con-
tact Charlene McClure (Veteran Coordinator) 
at Charlene.mcclure@lsswis.org. 
Feed My Starving Children  
 Sign up at church to serve Saturday, Au-
gust 15, 11:30am-1:15pm! Jobs for sitting, stand-
ing, carrying! Ask your friends 
how fast the time goes! Re-
member: leave jewelry at 
home and wear closed-toed 
shoes. 
 You may want to shop 
their Marketplace before or 
after our shift. Turn hunger 
into hope! To learn more:  
https://www.fmsc.org/aboutus 
Thrivent Water Filter and Solar Lights Assembly 
 August 9th during coffee hour we will as-
semble the water filter and solar lights kits, like 
last year. After assembly the kits are returned to 
Thrivent and sent on to needed areas. Not so good 
at assembly work? You can draw pictures or write 
notes of encouragement to go along with the kits. 
More information to follow. 
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The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

848 Main Street 

Antioch, IL  60002 

Office: 847/395-1259 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt 

Office Email:  umc.antioch@att.net 

Website:  umcantioch.org 

Like us on Facebook:     

       United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

Our Spring/Summer schedule will begin on Sun-
day, May 24. We offer one services at 9:15am. We 
also go live on YouTube. The link for the recorded 
service can be found on our website 
at umcantioch.org. Please join us in person or 
online for worship!  

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”      

John 14: 26 

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-

mating energy present in all things and captured by none.  Therefore we pray: 

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God 

may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways.  May our own hearts burst 

into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of 

God within each of us.  May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to 

speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others.  May 

the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the 

church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence. 

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our 

church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal 

in your own life at this time for which you are praying.)   —Sister Joan Chittister  

http://umcantioch.org/

