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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...
We have met some people in worship who
have changed what we’ve thought and how we interact with these characters. I think most people
have enjoyed this different approach to worship for
the summer, as sometimes a new way into the text
helps us see things in a new way and understand
things a little differently. I am grateful to those people who have agreed to
participate in these different approaches to the
Scripture. Your help is
greatly appreciated!
As we approach
August, I keep wondering
how this happened. There
were some milestone birthdays in my family in July
that caused me to ponder time in a new way. Additionally, starting my 20th year of service under appointment to The United Methodist Church has
added to these thoughts. Time continues to move us
into something new all the time. Sometimes we are
uncomfortable with changes and sometimes we are
excited for them. It really is a matter of our own
attitude and
how we approach
it.
The
Holy
Spirit is always moving – and if
we want to
stay with the
Holy Spirit, then we, too, have to move and
change. We cannot do things as we have always
done them and think things will be different. I
know this is hard – there are things I don’t like to
have change in my life – but I also know that the
things I want to be better won’t improve, either. All
of it takes some effort, and I invite us to be open to
new ideas and efforts.
I have heard from a few of you that seeing

the sermon has added something to the worship experience for you. I pray that this continues through
the summer. We have a few more of these firstperson experiences coming, through the summer.
Please, feel free to invite your friends, if you are
finding this helpful for you. It might also reach other people, as well.
I look forward to seeing you in worship!
August 7

Luke 12:32-40
Lesson Learned
Communion
8:15/10:00

August 14

Luke 12:49-56
Disagreements Matter
8:15/10:00

August 21

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
My Ministry Experiences
8:15/10:00

August 28

Luke 14:1, 7-14
Seating Arrangements
8:15/10:00

Pastor Katie Voigt
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COMING SOON TO A BOOKSTORE
NEAR YOU

NORTHERN ILLINOIS ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT

I’m not a book critic or reviewer; however, I
came across a soon to be available one that got my
attention. The Grand Betrayal, by Michael
O. Emerson and co-authored by Glenn Bracey is
about to be published. It’s the
result of a three-year study
that draws the conclusion that
there is now a new religion—
the religion of whiteness.
Three bible passages were used, and various ethnic groups were asked if they agreed or not
with the given interpretation. Used for the study, the
passages were about: 1) empowering minority
groups, Acts 6:1-7; 2) welcoming foreigners, Deuteronomy 24:14; and 3) confessing sins of their
group, Nehemiah 1:6. A fourth was used as a control, Ephesians 4:29. The study and forthcoming
book ought to provoke a lot of self-reflection. I’ll
pass on when it’s out and when I get a copy.

The 183rd Northern Illinois Annual Conference wrapped up on Friday, June 10th after
three days of worship, business, Bible study, ordination, and reconnecting with one another after being apart for three years.
Highlights
Day 1: The 2022 Annual Conference began
with a standing-room-only Laity Session, which
included worship and updates from
each district lay leader. The day included table talks led by the Annual
Conference Shepherding Team.
Day 2: The Retirement Service opened the second day by celebrating 16 retirees with a combined
364 years of service. Bishop Hopkins delivered his
Episcopal Address, asking if we are ready for a
“spiritual awakening.” He said, “Can we let the
Holy Spirit of Pentecost weave
us together and join with others
to spread spiritual holiness
across the nation? Are you ready
to go? Let’s do it! The afternoon
included a Bible study with Rev.
Jane Eesley, focusing on the story of the Philip and
Ethiopian Eunuch in Acts 8:26-49.
Day 3: The day continued with award
recognitions and the Bishop’s Appeal offering.
Churches and individuals
across the Northern Illinois Conference responded with overwhelming
generosity to this year's Bishop's Appeal to help support Ukraine through
Global Ministries relief efforts. A
total of $275,000 was raised!
Robin Kessell and I thank the United Methodist Church of Antioch for the opportunity to attend this conference.

Mike DiBenedetto, Lay Servant

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
•

•

•

•

As of June 30th, our total actual general contributions basically equaled the budgeted
amount for the first six months.
However, our total actual expenses exceeded the budget for the six
month period by $6,679.
In most areas actual costs exceeded the budget due to price increases.
The area where the biggest difference occurred
is in the cost of cooling/heating the church
building. Here the actual expense exceeded
budget by $6,342.
The Finance Committee

SMILE.AMAZON.COM
Did you know that the church has an Amazon Smile account? This means that anyone who
shops on Amazon can select The United Methodist
Church of Antioch to receive a percentage of their
total purchase. Shop at smile.amazon.com, login
with your usual Amazon login information, and
then choose United Methodist
Church of Antioch (make sure
to choose Antioch, Illinois!),
and Amazon will donate 0.5%
of eligible purchases to your
favorite charitable organization—no fees, no extra
cost.

Carol Dunn, Lay Member to
Annual Conference

MISSIONS
The next Missions Committee meeting will
be Tuesday, September 20th at 1:00 pm in Wesley
Hall.
The Missions Committee
thanks everyone who contributed to
the Essentials for Everyone project
for donations to Open Arms Pantry.
Rebecca Reckamp
2

MEETING SPECIAL PEOPLE

MISSIONS, continued
PADS

Good news! At least at this moment in time,
the rotating PADS sites will be reopening this
fall. We might be back in the business of making
sack lunches. That pesky COVID virus
can still change things, but it's looking
good for St. Mark Lutheran of
Lindenhurst to be a host site
beginning the end of September. Stay
tuned for more details.
We are still on summer break
with donations, but will be back in September.
Carol Cichonski

Bent Over Woman
Ask
Search
Knock

SPECIAL SUMMER MUSIC
Mary and Martha

Be a Good
Neighbor
Make a
Difference

Jerod
Howard

The Homeless
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The United Methodist Church of Antioch
848 Main Street
Antioch, IL 60002
Office: 847/395-1259
Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt
Office Email: umc.antioch@att.net
Website: umcantioch.org
Like us on Facebook:
United Methodist Church of Antioch
Our summer in-person worship schedule is Sunday
mornings at 8:15 am & 10:00 am. We also go live
on our Facebook page. The link for the recorded
service can be found on our website
at umcantioch.org. Please join us in person or
online for worship!

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister
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