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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...
As we enter into April, we are beyond the
mid-point in Lent. We are feeling the pull of how
long this season lasts. We are ready for Easter.
But! But, we know that we are not quite finished
with all that God has in store for us as we have
been learning about the grace
that we see demonstrated for us
in the story of Les Misérables.
I hope that you’ve
found something interesting
and challenging in this much
beloved story from long ago.
As we have discovered in the
weekly study, not everyone
had the same familiarity with
the story – some had actually
read Hugo’s 1400-page novel
in high school. (We gave them
extra credit points!) Some had
heard of the movie at its most recent release; some
had seen the musical live, on stage; some had sung
the songs over and over again – with or without the
songs that made them sad; and some had gone back
to watch the movie again because they knew they’d
seen it, but it had been a while and they wanted to
be more familiar. Whatever your familiarity, I pray
that you have found a bit of grace for yourself, and
a bit of grace for your neighbor – maybe even a
neighbor who the culture sets up to be your enemy.
We will continue with this series, The
Grace of Les Misérables, through Easter Sunday.
I pray you will join us for worship as frequently as
you can. During Holy Week there are a few more
opportunities – Holy Thursday and
Good Friday, we
will worship at 6:00
pm. Holy Thursday’s worship will
include Communion, as will Easter Sunday worship.

April 3

Song of Solomon 2:3-5;
John 15:12-13
Desire, Loyalty, and Greatness
Communion

April 10

Mark 11:1-11
Do You Hear the People (or Rocks)
Sing?
Palm/Passion Sunday

April 14

John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Bread That is Given
Holy Thursday
6:00 pm Communion

April 15

John 18:1-19:42
Sacrificial Love
Good Friday 6:00 pm

April 17

John 20:11-18
The Blessed Garden
Easter Sunday
Communion

April 24

Baptism

Pastor Katie Voigt

DOUBT AND BELIEF
An “oldies” station recently played Kitty
Kallen’s 1954 hit, Little Things Mean A Lot. The
last part goes, “Give me your hand when I've lost
the way. Give me your shoulder to cry on. Whether
the day is bright or gray, give me
your heart to rely on. Send me the
warmth of a secret smile to show me
you haven't forgot. Now and forever,
that always and ever, little things
mean a lot.” Before this came on, I
had been thinking about a book review. The author was positing that a person’s character was determined by how they dealt with the
little things in life. Examples given were returning
shopping carts, leaving close parking spaces for
people who might not be easily
mobile, leaving a larger tip for a
harried server, holding the door
open for a stranger. The premise
was, do we blow little things into
volcanoes? Do we not sweat the
small stuff? Or, do we do the little
things that might make life a little
easier or more pleasant for the rest of us?
So, men married to or living with a female,
how do you really handle the toilet seat issue?
Mike DeBenedetto, Lay Servant

MISSIONS
Afghan Refugee Fund Update
A gigantic thank you to all who were able to
contribute to the recent Afghan Refugee Fund
drive. In just three weeks our UMCA
family came together to raise
$1649.00. With this money we were
able to buy two microwaves, a refrigerator, and several new bed sheet sets.
These contributions helped make the
transition for some of our Afghan brothers and sisters easier. Thank you!

MISSIONS, continued
PADS

April 24th will be our collection date this
month; suggestions are listed below. Please remember microwavable
items with pop tops for which refrigeration is not required. Please contact
Carol Cichonski, 847/265-1214 or
ccichonski@comcast.net if you need pickup of your
donation. Thank you.
Food requests:
• Soups
• Pasta cups
• Individual sized juice/Water bottles/Gatorade
• Dried fruits, nuts
• Apple sauce, fruit cups
Non-Food Requests:
• Grocery store gift cards
• Fast food gift cards
• Men’s and women’s underwear/boxers
• Men's and women's white tube or crew socks
Carol Cichonski

OUR YOUTH
Sunday School
We
celebrated
Pretzel
Sunday
on March 13th! It's a long-standing tradition at UMCA for the Sunday School to go into the church
kitchen and bake pretzels during Lent. We
made some delicious treats and listened
to Brother Giovanni's Little Reward:
How the Pretzel Was Born by Anna
Smucker. This fun picture book imagines the pretzel
was invented by a monk trying to teach children to
say their prayers.

Dawn Vogel
PADS: Providing Advocacy, Dignity & Shelter
As much as $7.1 million of the $41 million
Federal Pandemic Recovery Funds for Lake
County will be used to build a centrally located PADS homeless shelter
with access to related services, per the
Daily Herald on March 11th. A 2019
study found that a permanent center,
rather than rotating locations, would
better serve the homeless.

Elisa Gueffier

OUR YOUTH, continued

IN THE GARDEN

Youth Group
The Youth are busy planning their next
group of “Acts of Kindness.” We need $250 for
this project, so any donations toward
it would be greatly appreciated. The
Youth have also agreed to take care
of the pollinator pocket during the
summer.
Thanks Youth you are a fantastic
group!!!

Spring is here, and we turn our thoughts
toward taking care of the gardens surrounding the
church. We will resume our
morning gardening sessions
the third Saturday each
month, April through September at 9:00 am. Those
dates are April 16th, May
21st, June 18th, July 16th,
August 20th, and September 17th. Anyone with
any level of gardening experience (including none)
is welcome to join in. Please
bring your own gardening
tools and plan on spending
an hour or two. Special
thanks to our Youth Group
that has volunteered to take
care of the pollinator pocket as a service project!
Please contact Heidi Gilday at 847/313-5342 or
heidianette@att.net with any questions.

Beth Stahl

UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH
United Methodist Women has a new name.
We are United Women in Faith!
Please join us for our April 6th
monthly meeting in Wesley Hall at 11:45 am
with your sack lunch and/or at 12:30 for the
business meeting and program.
All women are welcome.
Rebecca Reckamp

Heidi Gilday

WESLEY AFTERNOON CIRCLE

CHRISTIAN WELLNESS MINISTRY

We will meet in Wesley Hall at 2:15 pm on
Thursday, April 21st. There will be a program and refreshments. Anyone needing a
ride please call Anne Dickson at 224/8188725.
Peace and all good things!

CPR and First Aid classes will be held on
Wednesday, April 6th at the Antioch Fire Station
and Saturday, April 23rd at UMCA. A minimum
of ten people and a maximum of 20 are required to
hold these classes. A sign up
sheet is in Wesley Hall for
those who do not have access to a computer; for those
with email Sign Up Genius
will be sent to you. In order
to avoid confusion, the sign
up for the April 6th class only is currently active. The sign up for the April 23rd class will not
activate until April 3rd. You can take CPR only or
First Aid only or both classes! The class at the
Fire Station requires that you
be able to manage stairs. Specific information regarding
each class is available on a take
home sheet in Wesley Hall and
will be emailed with Sign Up
Genius. At the completion of
each course you will be CPR and/or First Aid certified for two years. These classes are open to our
church family and friends. Thank you for helping
to make our church a safer place! For questions,
call Carol at 630/399-0089.

Anne Dickson

UPPER ROOM
Bimonthly mailings of the Upper Room are
mailed to our shut-ins. If you have not been receiving these mailings and would like to get on the list,
please call or email the church office with your
mailing address. We would be happy to include
you.
There are extra copies of the Upper
Room available in Wesley Hall for anyone that
would like a copy.

Dawn Vogel

Carol Frazier, RN

REMEMBERING MARDI GRAS!

OPPORTUNITY
Book Study
IT'S NOT TO LATE! There is still time to
participate in a new book study group. The book we
will be reading and discussing
is White Fragility. With the introduction, it's only 154 pages long.
We will begin as soon as everyone
has the book and a time is set. We
will meet via Zoom once a week.
Contact Mike DeBenedetto by text
at 847/254-6767 or email dettos@sbcglobal.net.
Mike DeBenedetto

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
I pray for a friend of a friend many times
daily. Her name is Maia and she and her family live
in Kyiv, Ukraine. In the early days of the bombs
and shelling, they prayed together as a family that
their daughter would not have to give birth in a
bomb shelter. Miraculously Maia’s first
granddaughter was born last week in a
hospital, and they have found a pediatrician that will tend to her without fee.
Every morning I wake to see if Maia
has still been able to post about the
night before, often with pictures, that
with each passing day are more frightening. Their church has been able to meet in-person
for worship all four Sundays since the war began.
The church looks out for each other to try and get
food and medicines as needed. Their fear must be
overwhelming, yet Maia writes with courage and
boldness, calling out through her words the words
of the Psalms.
I don’t even have the words to pray except
for her safety, an end to the senseless violence, and
peace. From the first day of the war, the contemporary hymn, He Will Hold Me Fast (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BP0dtwXWQ_M&list=PLKpJ9VvBYbxkh0Pmo
b0o17fVLu6d89LKT&index=11) has rung inside
my mind until I often sing it aloud at the end of the
day. Many of you may remember that our youth
choir sang this song a few years ago.
When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will
hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, He will
hold me fast.
I could never keep my hold through life’s
fearful path;
For my love is often cold;
He must hold me fast.
Debbie Gillette

GLOBAL MINISTRIES
How is the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) responding?
UMCOR’s work in Ukraine is being funded
with gifts to Advance #982450, International Disaster Response and Recovery. Grants for
immediate relief have been given to United Methodist partners in Ukraine as well
as neighboring nations—Poland, Hungary, Romania and Slovakia—to support
those who remain in Ukraine as well as
those who have fled the violence. In addition, grants are being awarded to partners like ACT
Alliance, a global faith-based coalition working in
120 countries around the world. These grants are
providing humanitarian assistance in the form of
food, water, clothing, shelter and other necessary
supplies.
We are in continuous dialogue with UMC
entities and other partners throughout Europe to
identify additional ways UMCOR might assist. The
situation in Eastern Europe is evolving and Global
Ministries and UMCOR will continue to respond in
the months and years ahead.
How can I support those still in Ukraine and those
fleeing the violence?
At this time, all gifts to UMCOR’s International Disaster Response and
Recovery Advance will be used
to assist those who remain in
Ukraine and those who have fled
the violence to neighboring nations. Gifts can be
made in the following ways:
• Online at https://umcmission.org/advanceproject/982450
• By toll-free telephone call: 1-888/252-6174
• By check made out to Global Ministries/
UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine”
written on the memo line and mailed to Global
Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, P.O. Box 9068, New
York, NY, 10087-9068
• By check made out to Global Ministries/
UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine”
written on the memo line and given to any United Methodist church
Will UMCOR be sending kits and other supplies?
UMCOR does not ship relief kits or other
supplies internationally. While the need is great and
it is tempting to assist by shipping clothes, shoes
and diapers, the cost is high. Instead, we encourage
you to help us assist our partners in securing supplies in Europe. This is less costly than shipping
supplies, helps local economies and ensures that
materials received are the materials needed at any
given time. Your gift will allow us to procure materials and supplies locally.

GLOBAL MINISTRIES, continued
Can I Volunteer?
Thank you for your willingness to serve.
UMCOR does not recruit international volunteers to
assist in emergencies globally. Instead, we work with partners who
employ people or recruit volunteers
locally. .
How can I host refugees in my U.S.
home?
The U.S. is not yet receiving
Ukrainian refugees, except in cases
of family reunification. When it does, UMCOR will
be working with its long-standing partner, Church
World Service (CWS), to resettle those granted
permission to enter the country. In the interim, CWS
would welcome your help resettling Afghan refugees.
Is The United Methodist Church active in
Ukraine?
Now there are ten United Methodist Churches in Ukraine, strategically located in larger cities,
with a combined membership of approximately 500
people.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
DONATE THROUGH
OUR CHURCH, YOU
MAY GIVE TO UMCA
AND DESIGNATE YOUR
GIVING TO UKRAINE
PRAYER FOR UKRAINE
God of the past, the present and the future,
Our thoughts and prayers are with our sisters and
brothers in Ukraine and the surrounding countries
in their fear and distress.
We pray too for all other regions of the world
where there is conflict, unrest or oppression.
We pray that reconciliation will overcome hatred,
peace will conquer war, hope will replace despair
and that your plans for the region will be fulfilled,
God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The United Methodist Church of Antioch
848 Main Street
Antioch, IL 60002
Office: 847/395-1259
Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt
Office Email: umc.antioch@att.net
Website: umcantioch.org
Like us on Facebook:
United Methodist Church of Antioch
Our regular in-person worship schedule is Sunday
mornings at 8:00 am & 10:30 am. We also go live
on our Facebook page. The link for the recorded
service can be found on our website
at umcantioch.org. Please join us in person or
online for worship!

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”
John 14: 26
The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the animating energy present in all things and captured by none. Therefore we pray:

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God
may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways. May our own hearts burst
into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of
God within each of us. May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to
speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. May
the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the
church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence.
Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our
church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal
in your own life at this time for which you are praying.) —Sister Joan Chittister

