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The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

THE MESSENGER 
  “The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is to grow in faith,  

  worship God following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and be instruments of  
 God’s love,  through the Holy Spirit, as we reach out  

to our community and the world.”  
                                                                                                   September, 2022 
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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...  

 What an amazing summer to be able to 
meet so many different people and hear their stories 
in a different way. I hope that you were able to par-
ticipate and absorb something a little differently 

because of this summer series. You just 
never know who you will meet at 
church! 
 I’ve been asked a couple ques-
tions about what is happening at the de-
nominational level because we are hear-
ing things from all different directions—
and from various parts of the world that 
may have strong feelings about the pos-

sibility of leaving The United Methodist Church. 
Some have heard that places are taking votes about 
maybe leaving and joining the Global Methodist 
Church, which is a more conservative denomina-
tion. The only reason someone would need to take 
a vote at this point in time is if they desire to leave. 
I have not heard one person mention this as a pref-

erence since, maybe, the first 
few weeks I was here. Since 
then, the overwhelming ma-
jority of people have spoken 
of a desire to not only stay in 
The United Methodist 

Church, but some are interested in helping do the 
work to move us to a more inclusive church in the 
future. Because of this, we have no need to decide 
anything at this point in time. If that changes, I will 
certainly keep you informed. 
 Our next sermon series will help us think 
about this faith that maybe we’ve seen shared this 

summer in a way that reflects 
in our lives. It is so easy to 
think that we can just speak 
our faith into the world 
(maybe even whisper it if 
we’re lucky—am I right?!) 

and call it close enough. Except that Jesus wants 
more than just our words. In fact, he wants more 

than just our actions, too. Jesus wants our words 
and actions to match, reflecting the love that he 
first gave us. He calls us to step out of our comfort 
zone and live the faith we believe. 
 To this end, we will look at 
some of the actions that our Scripture 
calls us to take and how that might 
play out in our lives—everything from 
that dreaded word (Evangelism!) to prayer to grace, 
and more. I hope that you will step up and accept 
the challenge of a matching life, where words and 
actions work together. 
 Also, please note that we will return to our 
Fall/Winter worship schedule on Sunday, Septem-

ber 11th. Sunday School and Choir 
will begin that day at 9:15 am. If you 
have questions about Sunday School, 
please contact Elisa Guiffier, and if 
you are interested in the choir, please 
contact Nicole Heyl. 

 I look forward to seeing you in worship or 
hearing that you’ve watched the Facebook Live or 
recorded services! 

September 4  Philemon 1-21   
   Story Telling  
   Communion  
   8:15/10:00 

September 11  1 Timothy 1:12-17  
   Gracious Living  
   Sunday School/Choir Start
   8:00/10:30 

September 18  1 Timothy 2:1-7 
   Devout Praying 
   8:00/10:30 

September 25  Phil Georgia preaches 
   8:00/10:30 
 
 Pastor Katie Voigt   
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WHAT GOD IS SEEING? 

 I don’t know how any of you who would 
read this feel about how discouraging things have 
become on Capitol Hill. We’ve all wondered, I’m 

sure, just how bad will the ugliness be-
tween political parties get before we see 
any glimmer of hope that things will get 
better. Hope, of course, is based in faith. 
Searching for any answer that might re-
juvenate hope in our political system, I 
come up empty most often. I came upon 

this that, at first, I believed would help. It’s from a 
1991 book by Ben Patterson titled, Deepening Our 
Conversation with God. It states, “When we lose 
God’s view of things, we lose perspective on every-
thing else, too.” There it is, the pathway for our 
thoughts! We must view things as God does. Now 
all we have to figure out is what exactly is God’s 
view of how our leaders are supposedly leading!  
Anyone? I’m all ears! 

Mike DeBenedetto, Lay Servant 
 

RALLY DAY—SEPTEMBER 11th 

 Can you believe that it's September and time 
to go back to the fall/winter/spring worship sched-
ule?  Where did the summer go? 
 To get back into the groove of 
8:00 and 10:30 worship, along with 
Choir practice and Sunday School 
and most importantly to keep summer 
going a little longer, let's gather after 

the second service for a good "old fash-
ioned" United Methodist Potluck.  We 
will provide main dish/meat and bever-
ages; the rest is up to you.  You will 

have a chance to sign up to bring your favorite "go-
to" dish to Fellowship Hall.  We also need a head 
count of who you are bringing with you.  Tables 
will be set-up inside. (Oh 
boy...remember the bees last 
year?)   It is always great to get us all 
together at the same time.  Contact 
LouAnn Holmes, 262/287-1672, or 
Carol Cichonski, 847/269-2287, if you want to help 
serve or need more information.   

 Carol Cichonski 
 

STAFF PARISH 

 Special thanks to our Pastor Katie for writ-
ing and performing so many memorable sermon ex-
periences this summer. They brought the Scriptures 
to life and a tear to the eye more than once. 

 
 

 

WHAT IS THE METHODIST  
FOUNDATION  

 The United Methodist Foundation of the 
Northern Illinois Conference, Inc. invests dona-
tions of the member churches and provides gift 
planning advice.  The Foundation has a Board of 
Directors that in their fiduciary duty oversees the 
investments of the fund. Our Church maintains an 
account with them.  Below I have tried to outline the 
business philosophy of the Foundation. 
 The following is taken from the Founda-
tion’s Annual Stewardship Report for 2021:  
 Portfolios are designed using 
asset allocations, diversified market-
based returns and mission alignment 
in companies whose practices align 
with our social goals. 
 In addition, potential investments must con-
sider the following three categories: Environmental 
(how a company affects the planet), Social (how 
people are treated inside and outside the company), 
and Governance (how a company is run at the lead-
ership level). 
 They avoid exposure to companies that in-
volve alcohol, firearms, military weapons, gam-
bling, nuclear, tobacco and severe controversies. 
 The Foundation invests about 58 billion dol-

lars in assets from various churches 
using three different models (groups of 
investments), reflecting different levels 
of risk: Conservative Model (70% 
bonds and 30% stocks), a Moderate 

Model (40% bonds and 60% stocks) and an Aggres-
sive Model (15% bonds and 85% stocks). 
 Over the years, the Finance Committee has 
overseen our Church’s Endowment Fund account. 
The fund assets were invested in the Moderate Mod-
el during that time. For the calendar years 2020 and 
2021, the investments increased in 
value each year from earnings and 
changes in market value. At the 
end of last year the value of our 
account was $281,763. In January 
2022, the Finance Committee elected to put 25% of 
the funds in the Aggressive Model.  
 In addition to investing assets, the Founda-
tion provides guidance on the more sophisticated 
methods of donating. The most common is the do-
nation of appreciated securities. When the securities 
and a “Securities Gift Instruction Form” (available 
from our office ) is received, the Foundation sells 
your security at no cost to either party and forwards 
the proceeds to our Church. 
 The website of the Foundation is umfnic.org. 

 Gerold Topcik, Finance Committee Chair 
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GRATITUDE 

 The Finance Committee met recently to re-
view financial activity for the first six months of 
2022.  The church, like many families, is struggling 

to deal with increasing costs.  A signifi-
cant increase in our heating bills, due to 
the rise in the cost of gas, has been one of 
the factors contributing to our budget is-

sues. We are all pondering how we can help our 
church with its expenses.  As God has provided re-
sources to each of us to use, hopefully we can share 
with our church. 
 In the coming weeks we will be asking for all 
church members/attendees to seek ways they can 
support our church with time, talent, and treasures. 
Let’s hope we can help our church NOW. 

 Ken Graesser 

DIRECTORY INFORMATION 

 UMCA Family, the church office is in the 
process of updating membership records and our di-
rectory. If your contact information, including your 
phone numbers or address, has changed, please con-
tact the church office by email, phone, or drop a slip 
of paper in the mail slot on the office door with your 
updated information. Thank you! 

 TeKeesha Fisher, Office Administrator  

MISSIONS 

Open Arms 
 Thank you to everyone who participated with 
their donations to the Open Arms Backpack/School 
Supply Drive. Donations were picked up from the 
church on August 16th to be organized before they 
were brought to Open Arms on August 17th. The 
person that I work with at Open Arms, Judy, could 
not thank our Congregation enough and wanted eve-
ryone to know that this really does make a big differ-
ence to the less fortunate in our community. Thanks, 
again! 

 LouAnn Holmes 

 

 

Missions Committee 
 The Missions Committee will meet Tuesday, 
September 20th in Wesley Hall at 1:00 pm.  

 Rebecca Reckamp 

MISSIONS, continued 

Sale Table 
 The profits from the Sale Table go Mission 
Links. If you would like to contribute, bring seasonal 
items to the hall outside the choir 
room. September will feature Fall and 
miscellaneous; October, Fall and 
Halloween; November, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas; December, Christ-
mas. Questions, call Judy at 847/833-
1259. 

 Judy Degand 

Crop Walk 
 WALK. GIVE. CHANGE THE 
WORLD.  Ending Hunger One Step at a Time. This 
year marks 76 years that CWS and compassionate 
friends like you have worked together to create a 
better world.  We have come 
alongside people who have lost 
their home—because of persecu-
tions, violence or disaster—to 
help them rebuild or resettle in a 
new place.  We have come along-
side those who have struggled, worked hard, and 
used new resources and training to transform their 
family's lives for the better.  And we've come along-
side new generations who are eagerly fighting to 
break a long-standing cycle of poverty.  CROP Hun-
ger Walks are community-based walk fundraising 
events held in cities and towns across the United 

States, created to support the global 
mission of Church World Service. 
CWS is a faith-based organization 
transforming communities around 
the globe through just and sustaina-
ble responses to hunger, poverty, 
displacement, and disaster. After a 

CROP Hunger Walk ends, 25% of the funds raised is 
returned to the host community to support local hun-
ger fighting efforts (Open Arms Mission). Learn 
more at https://events.crophungerwalk.org/   
 UMC of Antioch's CWS/CROP Walk 2022 is 
scheduled for October 30th after second service.  We 
are looking for walkers and supporters. Please regis-
ter/talk/see Walt Cichonski on how to participate—
wcichonski@comcast.net, (847/567-1214). 

 Walt Cichonski 

https://cwsglobal.org/
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/
mailto:wcichonski@comcast.net
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OUR YOUTH 

Sunday School 
Join us for Sunday School! 

Calling all preschoolers through 6th graders!  
Sunday School at the United Methodist Church of 

Antioch begins September 11th! 
Join us at 9:15 am every Sunday for an hour of  

Bible stories, music with Miss Debbie, crafts and 
fun. We'll learn using the engaging Holy Moly 

(Sparkhouse) curriculum. 
Have questions? Please contact Elisa Gueffier 
at elisagueffier@gmail.com or 847/946-3410. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See you at Sunday School! 

  

 Elisa Gueffier 

 
UMCA Preschool 
 Our Stay on Track Summer Camp ended 
on July 26th. It was a great success, and that suc-
cess is due to the hard work 
and dedication of Ms. Nicole, 
Ms. Carole and Ms. Julian-
na.  I had emailed all the par-
ents and asked for their feed-
back. The responses includ-
ed: “We loved it.”  “Our kids loved it.”  “We 
would love for it to meet more than once a week, 
and last until August.” 
 We had a Meet the Teacher night on Fri-
day, August 19th. Many of the parents and children 
showed up to say “hi” to the teachers and see their 
classrooms.  
 We are so excited to be offering our Mon-
day/Wednesday Enrichment 
Program again this year. We 
started this program in the 
fall of 2019, so I think it goes 
without saying that COVID 
played a large part in us not 
being able to finish that year out.  The teachers and 
I are looking forward to being back in the building 
four days a week. 
 

MISSIONS, continued 

PADS: Providing Advocacy, Dignity& Shelter. 

 The PADS program is beyond just shelter. 
Visit Home | PADS Lake County to learn details 

about their programs: Prevention & 
Diversion, Outreach, Day Resource 
Center, and Supportive Hous-
ing.   Please see the Wish List below 

for current requests. We will announce a collection 
drive on the third Sunday of each month and deliver 
after the fourth Sunday donation date. The first do-
nation date is September 25th.  The Brown Bag 
Lunch Program has not been finalized yet, so watch 
for more details.  Please contact Carol Cichonski, 
ccichonski@comcast.net or 847/265-1214 with 
questions or if you need pickup of your dona-
tion.  Thank you.  

Food Donation Requests: 
•     Easy Mac 
•     Chef Boyardee 
•     Dinty Moore meals 
•     Cup of Soup 
•     Ramen Cups 

Current Wish List: 
   

• Latex gloves 
• Tents 
• Sleeping bags 
• Grocery store gift cards (Jewel or 

Walmart preferred) 
• Gasoline gift cards 
• Fast food gift cards 
• Reusable shopping bags and boxes 
• Disposable medical masks 
• Men’s and women’s sweatpants and 

sweatshirts 
• New women’s underwear and sports 

bras, sizes S-2XL 
• New men’s underwear/boxers, sizes M-

2XL 
• ReadyBath Select Scented Antibacterial 

Body Cleansing Cloths 
• Personal size sunscreen and bug spray 
• Tick removal kits 
• Larger size backpacks 
• Hygiene kits 
• Long johns, thermals (various sizes) 
• Medical tape 
• Antibiotic ointment 
• Wrapping bandages 

 Carol Cichonski 

 
 

mailto:elisagueffier@gmail.com
https://www.padslakecounty.org/
mailto:ccichonski@comcast.net
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OUR YOUTH, continued 

UMCA Preschool, continued 
 The preschool can always use your support. 
If you are so inclined and would like to make a 

monetary donation, you can do so at 
Sunday service by placing your do-
nation in an envelope and indicating 
that you would like it to go to the 
preschool. We will also accept do-

nations of sanitizing wipes and spray. If you have 
any questions about the preschool, please contact 
Kim Dodd at 847/395-1362 or  
umcapreschool316@gmail.com. 

 Kim Dodd, Director 

Youth Group 
 Our Youth Group will meet on Rally Day 
for the first time and will make plans for the com-
ing year. 

 Beth Stahl 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

 UMW is now United Women in Faith. We 
will be starting up again the first Wednesday in 
September which is September 7th. Please try to be 
there at 11:45, so we can start our 
lunch at 12:00. We bring our own 
sack lunches with coffee and des-
sert provided. We must try to be 
on schedule; otherwise, the meet-
ing goes long. We have a nominating committee in 

place and will vote on new officers for the 
year coming up. Every woman that is a 
member of our church is welcome to come 
as are all Women in Faith. We will have a 

short program, as well. Please join us and many 
blessings, 

 Leta Sathoff 

CHRISTIAN WELLNESS MINISTRY 

 Our ministries have decreased significantly 
due to COVID!   In order to survive we need to 
adapt and change.  It is true that our focus has been 
on helping seniors, but we could do so much more 
if there is interest.  All ideas are welcome!   If you 
are interested in helping us rebuild CWM, please 
bring your ideas and energy to a meeting 
on September 12th in Wesley Hall at 6:30 pm. For 
information or if you have 
questions, call Carol  
Frazier, 630/399-0089. 

  Carol Frazier, RN   

 

 

 

 

BOOK STUDY COMING SOON! 

 The White Fragility book study group will 
resume in September. There is still time to join as 
we have only done Chapters 1 and 2. If 
we get first time participants, we can 
review those chapters for our first meet-
ing. There is some interest in meeting in 
person rather than via Zoom. If that is 
what is decided, time and place will be sent to all. 
Thanks to all.  

 Mike DeBenedetto 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Organ Concert Series 
 This summer we returned to a former 
stomping place of mine from many years ago, sun-
ny San Diego! The Padres were no longer playing 
baseball in Jack Murphy Stadium, but instead right 
on the harbor in Petco Park, 
complete with a section for the 
four-legged fans. Downtown 
San Diego had taken on a beau-
ty of many picturesque neigh-
borhoods that were highlighted 
during our trolly ride. But in a 
nod to tradition and history, 
Balboa Park still housed the 
massive, 1915 Spreckels Organ, advertised as the 
largest open-air musical instrument in the world. 
Walking through the next-door Japanese Friend-
ship Garden, we could hear very clearly the rich 
sounds of the organ pipes as the concert organist 
rehearsed her evening program. Organ music has 
the power to stir the soul in a way that few other 
instruments are able, as the pipes can vibrate the 
floor, the pews and literally all our senses. 
 I am pleased to announce the resurrection 
of UMCA’s Organ Concert Series.  We will offer 
four organ concerts this school year on Saturday 
mornings at 11:00 am. This is a great opportunity 
to invite neighbors, friends, and family. The 2022-
23 organ series will be presented on November 
12th, December 10th, March 11th, and April 22nd.  

 Debbie Gillette, Music Director 

 

 

SPECIAL 

SUMMER 

MUSIC 

mailto:umcapreschool316@gmail.com
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The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

848 Main Street 

Antioch, IL  60002 

Office: 847/395-1259 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt 

Office Email:  umc.antioch@att.net 

Website:  umcantioch.org 

Like us on Facebook:     

       United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

Our regular in-person worship schedule is Sunday 
mornings at 8:00 am & 10:30 am. (Sunday, Sepem-
ber 4th, 8:15 & 10:00) We also go live on our Fa-
cebook page. The link for the recorded service can 
be found on our website at umcantioch.org. Please 
join us in person or online for worship! 

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”      

John 14: 26 

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-

mating energy present in all things and captured by none.  Therefore we pray: 

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God 

may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways.  May our own hearts burst 

into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of 

God within each of us.  May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to 

speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others.  May 

the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the 

church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence. 

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our 

church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal 

in your own life at this time for which you are praying.)   —Sister Joan Chittister  

http://umcantioch.org/

