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The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

THE MESSENGER 
  “The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is to grow in faith,  

  worship God following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and be instruments of  
 God’s love,  through the Holy Spirit, as we reach out  

to our community and the world.”  
                                                                                                         October, 2022 

   Volume 6, Issue 10 

FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...  

 What a great potluck we had to kick off our fall sea-
son! Thank you to everyone who made that day great – from 
those who planned and organized our potluck, to the Sunday 

School department that cleaned out 
rooms and made everything ready, to 
those who made the choir room fresh and 
ready, to those who welcomed new peo-
ple into their groups. Thank you for all 
the effort that went into making a great 
day! 
 It feels good to back to our nor-
mal routine in the life of the church. So 
many things are coming back, and yet, 

every once in a while, there are these moments where I still 
find myself caught in the what should I do in this moment 
question – should I have a reasonable fear of this large group; 
should I being doing more to protect others; should I…
Friends, we have all been coming out of this at a different 
rate.  We are still doing our best and trying to make sure that 
others are comfortable doing what they need to do to feel safe 
here. 
 Thank you, also, to Phil Georgia for preaching for 
me, and Rev. Scott McClellan for being on call while I was 
on vacation last month. It is always good to take a step back 
and get a good, deep breath. Thank you for the space to be 

refreshed. 
 Now, looking ahead to 
October! So much is going to hap-
pen – I hope you are ready! We 
open the month with World Com-
munion Sunday. Our communion 
liturgy on this Sunday will turn our 

eyes to the whole world. This is one of the Six Special Sun-
days of The United Methodist Church. I pray that you will 
consider participating in this special offering. Umc.org says 
this about this particular day,  

“Holy Communion joins us in Christian unity. This 
sacrament invites us to focus on the holiness of communion 
with God and one another. On World Communion Sunday - 
United Methodists, in conjunction with other denominations 
and believers worldwide, participate in communion to recog-
nize our unity in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  This uni-
versal and inclusive connection is the 
foundation of the special offering for 
World Communion Sunday. 
 “Your donations support racial 
and ethnic students in achieving their 
educational goals and transforming com-
munities. In 2021, World Communion 

Sunday offerings awarded 242 scholarships and grants. Your 
generosity continues to provide scholarships, grants, mentor-
ing and training for leadership development. The needs ex-
ceed what we can fund and your gifts can further growth and 
success” (https://www.umc.org/en/content/world-communion
-sunday-ministry-article). 

On October 16, we will celebrate 
Laity Sunday, and our own Alex Young will 
bring the message again this year. I encour-
age you to join me in the pews as we cele-
brate and honor the fact that neither the clergy nor the laity 
can make this work by ourselves. To highlight the efforts of 
so many laity in our church who make everything work on an 
everyday basis is one of the joys of my life! 

The last two Sundays in October will bring the start 
of our Gratitude Campaign. I’ve had a bit of fun with the 
theme this year: Midwest Nice Stewardship! Each week we 
will consider a phrase that is 
mostly said in the Midwest (and 
I’ll be honest, some of them – o.k. 
most of them are probably very 
Wisconsin – but that is what I was 
steeped in!) I hope to see you in worship this Fall! 

October 2  2 Timothy 1:1-14  
   Courageous Suffering
   Communion 
   World Communion Sunday 

October 9  Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
   United Sustaining 

October 16  Laity Sunday – Alex Young 
   preaches 

October 23  Joel 2:23-32  

   Watch Out for Deer 

October 30  2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
   Tell Your Folks I Says Hi 
   Reformation Sunday 

 Pastor Katie Voigt   
   
 
 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/world-communion-sunday-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/world-communion-sunday-ministry-article
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WHAT GOD IS SEEING? 

 In response to the September Messenger, 
regarding God’s viewpoint, I was asked if we can 
ever fully understand or “view” what God wants of 

us. Some do have a clear vision 
and clear understanding of what 
needs to be done to execute a call-
ing. For many of us, me included, 
it becomes a situational thing, i.e. 
“What do I do now?” The article 
wasn’t about God’s “view” of what 

is expected of us. It was that we need to see the 
world and all its people as God sees them. Some-
times, it’s really, really hard to imagine that God 
feels the same about someone with whom we totally 
disagree, as She does about us. I just felt discour-
aged that our elected officials would rather vilify the 
opposition than see them any other way. We all 
have the power to see things as God does and do 
incredible things, but it’s not always easy. 
 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us. Eph. 3:20 

 Mike DeBenedetto, Lay Servant 

RALLY DAY POTLUCK HIGHLIGHTS 

 What a great start for our fall return to 8:00 
and 10:30 am Worship schedule, Choir, Sunday 
School and Church Chat! Thank you all for helping 
with setup and take down, bringing food and attend-
ing our Rally Day Potluck on September 11th.  In 
spite of the rainy weather, we had a good turnout 
and some fabulous food.  In case you missed it this 
is just a small portion of what we had; there were 
hotdogs (big and small), Italian beef sandwiches, 
potato salad, bean salad, taco salad, pasta salad, 
corn salad, Watergate salad, deviled eggs, a straw-
berry pretzel dessert, brownies, cookies, pie and a 
fabulous chocolate cake. 

Many thanks,  

 LouAnn Holmes 
 Carol Cichonski  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF PARISH 

 Special thanks to all the UMCA Preschool 
staff, TeKeesha, and our SPRC team for helping to 
clean our church building. Christina and Rich, our 
custodians, have been dealing with health issues and 
have had to be off the last several weeks. Everyone 
has chipped in to keep our space clean. Of course, 
not as clean as Christina and Rich do. We miss them 
and keep them in our prayers. 

 Dawn Vogel 

MISSIONS 

Open Arms Mission  
 The Missions Committee has received thank 
you letters from Open Arms Mission, thanking our 
church for ten 
pounds of food 
items received 
in June, and 85 
pounds of miscellaneous items (Essentials for All) 
received in July, They also sent a letter thanking us 
for the school supply items received.  
 Besides the many families with children fac-
ing financial challenges, they wrote that sen-
ior citizens are facing financial challenges due to the 
higher cost of living, and it is definitely a struggle 
for many in our community. 
 Open Arms thanked us for our commitment 
to “neighbor helping neighbor.” 

 Rebecca Reckamp 

PADS: Providing Advocacy, Dignity & Shelter 
 Yes!!!!  We are back in the business of mak-
ing sack lunches for the St. Mark Lutheran Church 
PADS site in Lindenhurst.  We will make 30 lunch-
es on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month beginning 
October 7th and then October 
21st.  Lunch prep is in our church 
kitchen and takes about 30 
minutes.  We'll try to arrange the time 
to accommodate those who want to 
help.  The lunches include two sand-
wiches, chips, fruit, dessert, and water.  Chips and 
desserts are individually packaged, and donations of 
these will be appreciated and help keep our costs 
down.  
 

October 

Is 

Pastor Appreciation 

Month! 
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MORE ON MISSIONS 

PADS, continued 
 Additionally, we will continue a monthly col-
lection to be announced on the third Sun-
day of each month and delivered after the 
fourth Sunday donation date.  We are go-

ing to ask St. Mark’s what they need 
to keep their site open. St Mark’s will send ex-
tras to Waukegan.  This month,  let's focus on 
personal hygiene items; travel sizes are the 
best, i.e., toothbrushes, tooth-

paste, deodorant, shampoo, soap, 
combs, feminine hygiene products. October’s dona-
tion date is October 23rd.  Please contact Carol 
Cichonski, ccichonski@comcast.net or 847/265-
1214 if you need pickup of your donation.  Thank 
you. 

 Carol Cichonski 

CROP Hunger Walk 2022 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is more than just a 
yearly gathering or event for us. It is our chance to 
help families who are struggling with hunger and 
concerned about where they'll find their next meal. 

The Walk is how we take action to 
make sure that one more person 
has enough to eat. 
 We want to help as many 
people as we can and would love 

your support. Please join us in the fight against hun-
ger by making a donation! The steps we take - and 
the funds we raise - support programs that provide 
meals in our community and long-lasting 
solutions to hunger around the 
world.  Twenty five percent of the funds 
raised are returned to support our local 
food bank Open Arms Mission.  Learn 
more about the Hunger Walk and CWS https://
events.crophungerwalk.org/  

Kids Above All 
  Holiday Gift Drive: As children, we all re-
member anxiously waiting for the Christmas season 
to arrive. Once again we have the opportunity to help 
be a part of these memories for children of God in 
need. Please help the Mission Committee and pick a 
child’s name for this Christmas. 
 On Sundays October 30th and November 6th 
a table will be set up in Wesley Hall to pick and 
sponsor your child. Your unwrapped gift is due back 
at church with the child’s name attached on Novem-
ber 13th.  We will deliver the gifts on November 
14th. Requirements: $50.00 per gift. (No toy weap-
ons or clothing that depicts fighting) Any questions 
call Judy Degand at 847/833-1529. 
 
 Judy Degand 

MORE ON MISSIONS 

Joy in the Harvest 
 Lowell and Claudia Wertz are back in the 
United States. Claudia is having knee surgery on 
October 10th in Rockford, Illi-
nois.  They have recovered from hav-
ing COVID-19. Their truck suffered 
damage when a large limb fell on the 
hood and damaged the engine. They 
have had their problems, just like a lot 
of people! Please keep them in your prayers.  
 Their USA office address is Joy in the 
Harvest, P.O. Box 496, Lansing, Illinois  60438. 

 Rebecca Reckamp 

OUR YOUTH 

Sunday School 
 Join Us for Sunday School! 
Calling all preschoolers through 6th 
graders! Join us for Sunday School at 
the United Methodist Church of Anti-
och! We meet at 9:15 am every Sunday 
for an hour of Bible stories, music with 
Miss Debbie, crafts and fun.  
 Have questions? Please contact Elisa 
Gueffier at elisagueffier@gmail.com or 847/946-
3410. 
 See you at Sunday School! 

 

 

 

 Elisa Gueffier 

UMCA Preschool 

 The preschool has been very busy the last 
few weeks. The children are adjusting very well to 
the start of the school year. The teachers and I are 
excited to be back working with them and sharing 
God's love. We currently have 
35 children enrolled and by 
the time of this publication I 
predict that number to go up. 
Our Monday/Wednesday En-
richment Program is full with fifteen children; our 
Tuesday/Thursday two year old and three year 
old programs are full with eight and twelve chil-
dren, and the Tuesday/Thursday four year old pro-
gram only has two spots available. 
 The only ones that are not happy are 
younger siblings who are not old enough to be in 
the program.  The preschool is a wonderful mis-
sion of the church, and we are very appreciative of 
your support. Blessings, 

 Kim Dodd, Director 

mailto:ccichonski@comcast.net
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/
mailto:elisagueffier@gmail.com
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CHRISTIAN WELLNESS MINISTRY 

 Our Flu and COVID Vaccine Clinic  will 
be held on Saturday, October 8th in Wesley Hall 
from 10:00 am to 12:00 
noon.  Please sign up on the sheet in 
Wesley Hall or use the Sign Up Ge-
nius that has been sent to all by 
email.  You may choose to receive 
the flu vaccine, the new COVID 
Booster Vaccine or both!  The Walgreens in Anti-
och will be sending two pharmacists to administer 
the shots. If we do not reach the 25 minimum par-
ticipants, you will be notified by Thursday, Octo-
ber 6th of cancellation.  Last year we vaccinated 30 
adults in two hours, so we can do this!  For ques-
tions please call or send me an 
email: cfrazierx@comcast.net 
 On September 11th in Lake County, Illi-
nois, zero new cases were listed in the county web-

site though 159 cases were listed in 
the seven day average.  The num-
bers of cases are difficult to docu-
ment since many do not report 
their positive tests to the coun-

ty.  We do know that 80% of the total population in 
Lake County has received at least one COVID vac-
cination, and 90.7% have received two+ dos-
es.  Nearly 88% of seniors over 65 years have been 
fully vaccinated.  Good going, seniors!  To stay 
safe, keep current with COVID vaccinations.  

 Carol Frazier, RN  

LIFE IS… 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

MORE ON OUR YOUTH 

UMCA Preschool 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Messiah 
 ATTENTION SINGERS & LISTENERS! 
Handel's Messiah is returning to St. Benedictine 
Abbey with a December 11th, 4:00 pm performance! 
Singers rehearse on Sunday afternoons, from 2:00 to 
4:00 pm at the Abbey Sanctuary. The dates are Oc-
tober 23rd and 30th, November 13th and  20th, 
and December 4th. On December 11th there is a 
1:00 pm dress rehearsal, with time between the dress 
rehearsal and the 4:00 pm performance to change 
clothes and relax a little. 
 Singers please join the chorus and be sure to 
mark the rehearsal dates since there are only five 
rehearsals before the performance date! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Rebecca Reckamp 
 

KEITH LENCHO 

Organ Concert 

November 12, 2022 

11:00 am

mailto:cfrazierx@comcast.net
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FALL 2022 LAY ACADEMY 

November 5th & 11th 

8:00 am—4:00 pm 

Cornerstone UMC 

41W170 Russell Rd., Elgin, Illinois 

Register by October 3 

INSTRUCTORS AND COURSES: 

1. Afire With God—Real stewardship is radi-
cal, going to the roots of our faith. This course is 
intended to change our vision of ministry, work-
ing from the inside out. “Afire with God” urges 
ministries and congregations to become stew-
ards-in-action in all God has entrusted to us, 
thinking beyond mere dollars contributed to see 
stewardship as becoming living examples of the 
gospel. Student Book: Afire with God: Becom-
ing Spirited Stewards by Betsy Schwarzen-
traub, Instructor: Peggy Hansen 
2. Discovering Our Spiritual Gifts—The Holy 
Spirit gives each Christian one or more spiritual 
gifts to be used for the common good. Course 
participants are guided to discover their own 
particular gifts in service to the church, commu-
nity and world. Some 20 distinct spiritual gifts 
are explored—including discernment, compas-
sion, and evangelism—while relating scripture 
references to each. Instructors: Tom and Pat 
Price 
3. Leading Worship This advanced course fo-
cuses on the ministry of the Lay Servant who 
either regularly or occasionally leads a group, 
class, organization, or the congregation in wor-
ship. The course is grounded in the classic pat-
terns of Christian worship and the practices of 
leading worship. Participants will come to un-
derstand more about Christian worship in order 
to lead worship with more confidence. Student 
Book: Worshiping with United Methodists
(Revised) by Hoyt Hickman, .Instructor: Rev. 
Karen Sersen 
DOWNLOAD THE FLIER 

FIVE FINGER PRAYER 

Thumb Pray for those close to you—family 

  and friends. 

Index Finger Pray for those who lead and guide 

  You—teachers, healers, pastors. 

Tall Finger Pray for those in government and  

  world power. 

Ring Finger Pray for the weak, the homeless,  

  and those in pain. 

Pinkie  Pray for ourselves. 

https://www.cokesbury.com/9780881775204-Afire-with-God
https://www.cokesbury.com/9780881775204-Afire-with-God
https://www.cokesbury.com/Worshiping-with-United-Methodists-Revised-Edition?refq=Worshiping%20with%20United%20Methodists%28Revised%29%20
https://www.cokesbury.com/Worshiping-with-United-Methodists-Revised-Edition?refq=Worshiping%20with%20United%20Methodists%28Revised%29%20
https://www.umcnic.org/media/files/Event%20Flyers/Prairie%20Central%20Fall%202022%20Lay%20Academy%20Flier.pdf
https://www.umcnic.org/media/files/Event%20Flyers/Prairie%20Central%20Fall%202022%20Lay%20Academy%20Flier.pdf
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The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

848 Main Street 

Antioch, IL  60002 

Office: 847/395-1259 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt 

Office Email:  umc.antioch@att.net 

Website:  umcantioch.org 

Like us on Facebook:     

       United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

Our regular in-person worship schedule is Sunday 
mornings at 8:00 am & 10:30 am. We also go live 
on our Facebook page. The link for the recorded 
service can be found on our website 
at umcantioch.org. Please join us in person or 
online for worship! 

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”      

John 14: 26 

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-

mating energy present in all things and captured by none.  Therefore we pray: 

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God 

may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways.  May our own hearts burst 

into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of 

God within each of us.  May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to 

speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others.  May 

the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the 

church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence. 

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our 

church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal 

in your own life at this time for which you are praying.)   —Sister Joan Chittister  

http://umcantioch.org/

