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The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

THE MESSENGER 
  “The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is to grow in faith,  

  worship God following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and be instruments of  
 God’s love,  through the Holy Spirit, as we reach out  

to our community and the world.”  
                                                                                                       November 2022 
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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...  

 Thank you for all your Pastor Appreciation 
Month well-wishes! You all have been so kind and 
gracious. From the kind words you have said to the 
cards that have come to the gifts of appreciation, I 
am honored to serve among you and with you. I am 
grateful to God for bringing us together and allow-
ing us to grow in our discipleship together in this 
place. 
 November always starts with an important 
focus for us in worship. The first Sunday in No-

vember we will mark as All Saints 
Sunday. Technically, All Saints Day 
is November 1st, but we will honor 
the day as we begin our November 
together. On this day we remember 
those who have gone before us, 

those who make up our great cloud of witnesses, 
those who have laid the foundations for the faith 
that we have come to know as our own. We do this 
on a Sunday when we celebrate Communion to 
help us remember that our community is always 
growing. We never lose those who die from our 
community – they are with us as we come to Jesus’ 
Table. I love knowing that those who came before 
are still a part of us, just as we will continue to be 
with those who come after us. 
 On the second Sunday, we will finish up 
our Gratitude Campaign. If you haven’t received a 
green pledge card, and would 
like to pledge, please contact the 
church office or an usher on 
Sunday and we will make sure 
you have this opportunity. Our 
Midwest Nice phrases will come 
to an end, but always remind us 
to keep moving forward. Also, if you desire to start 
giving electronically, please contact TeKeesha in 
the church office, and she will get you the form you 
need to fill out to make that happen. We are grate-
ful to God for you, for your presence in our com-
munity, and for your willingness to help us do what 

God is calling us to do. 
 Sunday, November 20th will be exciting for 
a couple of reasons. Pastor Kathleen will be 
preaching that morning, and we will have a bap-
tism, with her parents transferring 
their membership to us. So much 
to be excited about! 
 And then, on the final 
Sunday in November, we will 
start Advent. Advent is the season 
in which we prepare to receive the 
Christ child and we prepare for 
Christ to come again. These dual 
preparations help us to focus on the gift that Jesus 
is for us. It is a beautiful reminder that we cannot 
earn our redemption; it is freely given to us by the 
God who created us in the beginning. 
 I pray that you will join us for worship in 
November! 
  
November 6  Luke 6:20-31  

   You Betcha  

   All Saints Sunday 

   Communion 

November 13  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

   Keep ‘er Movin’ 

November 20  Pastor Kathleen Preaches

   Baptism 

   Membership Reception 

    (10:30 am)  

November 27  Advent Begins 

 Pastor Katie Voigt   
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WHICH ANSWER? 

 The first thing I heard this morning (day I 
wrote this) upon turning on my car radio, were the 
words, ”What can I do today that will make tomor-

row better?” That was immediately 
followed by an unrelated commer-
cial. I heard nothing before those 
words and nothing after the com-
mercial break that referred to the 
question asked. What a great ques-
tion to consider! I thought that the 

question was asked as to what can we do to make 
someone else’s tomorrow better? The speaker could 
have been asking what could he do for himself to 
make his day better. What was your first thought 
when you read the question? How we answer says a 
lot, doesn’t it? The parable of the two gates, Mat-
thew 7:13, says we can choose the wide, easy path, 
i.e., do for ourselves. Or, we can choose the narrow 
more difficult path and do for others. Maybe we can 
plan on a good deed for tomorrow and finish the day 
with a pizza. (No pepperoni! Too many nitrates.) 

 Mike DeBenedetto, Lay Servant 

PASTOR APPRECIATION SUNDAY 

 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GRATITUDE 2023 

 Isn’t it amazing how much joy we find in 
giving to others?  During the next month our Grati-
tude Campaign with the 
theme Midwest Nice Stew-
ardship will be underway.  
We hope each person will 
ask “What can I do to help 
my church?”  Time, Talent, and Treasures are 
what each of us can think about.  Through our of-
ferings we can express our love and devotion to 
God.  As we fill out the green Grateful Heart 
Cards for 2023, prayerfully consider increasing 
your contribution to our church. We need to count 
our many blessings that God has given to us. 

 Ken Graesser 

**VERY IMPORTANT** 

 One of our parishioners received a scam 
message supposedly from our pastor seeking a 
favor to buy a money card for them to make a 
purchase. 

THIS MESSAGE WAS NOT SENT BY OUR 
PASTOR. DO NOT RESPOND TO IT. IT IS A 

SCAM! 

MISSIONS 

 Fall is in the air and it's time to think about 
the Cookie Walk/Stocking Stuffer Sale and Christ-
mas Resale Shoppe. It will be 
Saturday, December 10th at 9:00 
am to 1:00 pm. The date will be 
here before we know it, so let's 

bring out our cookbooks 
and come up with some 
fabulous recipes to share with everyone! 
(We suggest six dozen cookies of one va-
riety.) Donations can be brought to the 
church kitchen on Friday, December 9th 
between 4:00 and 7:00 pm. Non-bakers 
can help by writing a check to UMC and 

designating in the memo for Rainbow Covenant. 
All proceeds are donated to mission projects for the 
year. Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to 
join us! Thank you. For more information contact 
Lou Ann Holmes 815/675-6552 or the church of-
fice 847/395-1259. 

CROP Walk 
 The walk took place last 
Sunday. The totals will not be in 
for awhile. They will be pub-
lished in the December Messen-
ger.    
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MORE ON MISSIONS 

CROP Hunger Walk 2022 
 The ongoing war in Ukraine, on top of the 
pandemic and other disasters, is causing a global food 
crisis. Millions are on the brink of famine. The 
CROP Hunger Walk and the funds we raised will 

feed the hungry through CWS. 
When you join this movement to 
raise funds and donate, these gifts 
will provide life-saving support 
like emergency food along with the 

seeds, tools, and programs that will help families feed 
themselves in the future.  crophungerwalk.org  
 It is just a week since our eight walkers 
walked north and south along Main 
Street in Antioch.  Some walked the 
entire route. Some only made a portion 
of the walk. We even had a runner. 
But all of the walkers represented 
UMCA and our commitment to help 
fight hunger in our community and the 
world.  Remember, one-fourth of our collected dona-
tions will be given to Open Arms Mission Food 
Bank right here in town. Thank you to all our walk-
ers and those who supported us.   

 Walt Cichonski 

PADS 
 We will be making sack lunches for the St. 
Mark Lutheran Church PADS site in Lindenhurst. 
We are looking for volunteers to help on 
the third Friday of each month. 
 Our monthly collection will to be 
announced on November 20th and deliv-

ered after the November 27th do-
nation date.   For November, let's collect 
hand cream (small containers), Q-Tips, nail 
clippers, socks and underwear.   Individual 
bags of chips and cookies/desserts can be 
used by our lunch team or delivered to St. 
Mark’s.  Monthly collections will be deliv-

ered to St. Mark’s and will support their site. The ex-
tra supplies will be sent to PADS Main Site in 
Waukegan.   Please contact Carol Cichonski, 
847/265-1214 or ccichonski@comcast.net if you 
need pickup of your donation.  

Missions Committee  
 The next Missions Committee meeting will be 
November 1st, 1:00 pm in Wesley Hall. 

 Rebecca Reckamp 

 
 
 
 
 

MORE ON MISSIONS 

Open Arms Mission 
 Open Arms is having their winter Socks for the 
Soul project during November and December. They are 
in need of NEW MEN and WOMEN'S 
SOCKS. Drop off can be Tuesday, Thursday, 
or Friday from 9:00 am to noon at 1548 Main 
Street, Antioch. 
 If anyone wants to drop socks off in 
the cart in Wesley Hall, someone from the 
Missions Team will take them to Open Arms Mission.  

 Rebecca Reckamp 

Kids Above All Holiday Gift Drive 
 Please stop by the table in Wesley Hall and help 
make a child’s Christmas a little brighter. On November 

6th you can pick a name and purchase a 
$50.00 gift from gifts suggested on the 
card. Return the unwrapped gift and 
name card to church by November 13th. 
Questions? Call Judy Degand  at 
847/833-1529. 

 Judy Degand 

OUR YOUTH 

Youth Group 
 Our Youth Group prepared our first week of 
sack lunches for the St. Mark Lutheran Church PADS 
site in Lindenhurst.  The weather was still 
wonderful on October 7th and combined 
with this being early in the season only 15 
lunches were needed.  The number will 
increase as the weather worsens and COVID concerns 
diminish.  The Youth Group will prepare lunches on the 
1st Friday of the month in November and December. 

Sunday School 
CALLING ALL CHILDREN FOR  

FUN and PIZZA on DECEMBER 10th! 
 The Sunday School is hosting a creative Christ-
mas reading for the second service on December 18th at 
10:30 am. This short reading will be learned and re-

hearsed on December 10th following our 
organ concert in the sanctuary. The Cookie 
Walk will be in full swing and the church 
buzzing with activity! We will practice 
again on Sunday morning, December 18th 
at 9:15 before the second service. No prior 

or future Sunday School attendance is required to partic-
ipate in this Christmas gift to our congregation.  
 We are planning a pizza party 
with our noon rehearsal. Come and 
join in on the fun.  Any questions, 
contact either Miss Elisa, 
elisagueffier@gmail.com or Miss 
Debbie debbiegillette1@gmail.com. 
And many thanks to our ever-talented 
Miss Nicole for selecting our reading and staging. 

 Elisa Gueffier  

 

https://crophungerwalk.org/
mailto:ccichonski@comcast.net
mailto:elisagueffier@gmail.com
mailto:debbiegillette1@gmail.com
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In the Gardens 

     Thanks to all who volunteered in the gardens; 
many chores were accomplished this season. Aside 
from the usual pruning, weeding, and watering, we 
planted two Viburnum shrubs to replace two that 
died. There were also some additions made in 
memory of church members: a new bench and two 
Rose of Sharon shrubs to make a grouping of three. 
Two Youth Group members, Ben Georgia and Alex 
Young, were a big help in the pollinator pocket. For 
next year we hope to come up with a plan to fill in 
some of the bare places in the Memorial Garden. We 
will continue to meet the third Saturday each month 
for morning gardening next year, April through Oc-
tober. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Heidi Gilday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE ON OUR YOUTH 

UMCA Preschool 
HALLOWEEN PARADE! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Return of the Saturday Morning Organ Concerts 
 November 12th at 11:00 am marks the return 
of our very popular Organ Concert Series. The re-
turn to post pandemic normalcy beats on with the de-

but of my personal favorite gath-
ering of music lovers from our 
church and beyond. Our opening 
organist is no stranger to us but a 
favorite organist through the 
years, Keith Lencho.  
 Keith has lived in the Chi-
cagoland area all his life and 
served as a free-lance organist 
since his teens, some six decades 
ago. During his undergraduate and 

graduate studies at the University of Chicago, Keith 
studied privately with the university organist.  
 Selections planned include music by E. Mac-
Dowell, J.K.Paine, A. Dvorak, W. Pitts, and E.H. 
Lemare. And in honor of our Sally Stoner, The Little 
Brown Church.  
 Do invite friends and 
neighbors and join in some 
refreshments and fellowship 
after the concert. On Decem-
ber 10th, Kay Sutton will join 
us in our second concert of this 
series, also at 11:00 am and during our ever-popular 
Cookie Walk. 

 Debbie Gillette, Music Director  
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CHRISTIAN WELLNESS MINISTRY 

• Flu and Covid Vaccine Clinic  
 Thank you to all that participated including 
the two Walgreens pharmacists who came in on 

their day off!  We vaccinated 26 partici-
pants! To the five folks that responded to 
our last minute email, you put smiles on 
faces! 

• CWM ReBuild Meeting—Four people 
attended this meeting.  We came up with 
three ideas that can be done but require 

volunteer help. We're all learning that one of the 
long term effects of COVID is reduced participa-
tion in most things. We hope that we can count on 
our church family for support.  Here are our ideas: 
1. Grief Support—Ken Graesser will work on 
setting up an in person course with a reduced num-
ber of meetings. Ken will need 
someone to help during these 
meetings. It could be two meet-
ings to help with managing the 
holidays. 
2. Golden Gems (GG) has not met in over two 
years, so we're almost starting from scratch.  First 
GG will need to be held at UMCA, a new team will 
need to be formed, the mailing list revised, etc.  Not 
only will we need help in the kitchen but also some 
GG's will need assistance from the parking lot to 
get into the church. This is not a small undertaking 
but brings so much joy to our seniors!  It is worth 
the effort. 
3. Senior Assistance - How many of our seniors 
need help?  We know that many of our seniors ei-

ther live with or near family but 
there are others that don't have that 
support.  We would like to inter-
view seniors who are interested in 
assistance to determine the type of 

help that they might need.  A new team will be 
formed to develop a questionnaire for our sen-
iors.  Then we can provide the needed support! 
 If you are interested in participating in any 
of these efforts, please let us know!  You could call 
the church office and talk with Takeesha (847/395-
1259) or call me (Carol) at 630/399-0089.  The 
Christian Wellness Ministry needs your help! 

 Carol Frazier, RN 

LOST NOT FOUND 

 Sally Rodgers’ beige jacket was taken by 
mistake. A different beige jacket was left in its 
place. Please check. If you picked up the wrong 
jacket, please call Sally or the church office. 

LAITY SUNDAY 

 Alex Young 
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The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

848 Main Street 

Antioch, IL  60002 

Office: 847/395-1259 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt 

Office Email:  umc.antioch@att.net 

Website:  umcantioch.org 

Like us on Facebook:     

       United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

Our regular in-person worship schedule is Sunday 
mornings at 8:00 am & 10:30 am. We also go live 
on our Facebook page. The link for the recorded 
service can be found on our website 
at umcantioch.org. Please join us in person or 
online for worship! 

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”      

John 14: 26 

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-

mating energy present in all things and captured by none.  Therefore we pray: 

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God 

may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways.  May our own hearts burst 

into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of 

God within each of us.  May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to 

speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others.  May 

the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the 

church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence. 

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our 

church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal 

in your own life at this time for which you are praying.)   —Sister Joan Chittister  

http://umcantioch.org/

