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THE MESSENGER 
  “The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is to grow in faith,  

  worship God following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and be instruments of  
 God’s love,  through the Holy Spirit, as we reach out  

to our community and the world.”  
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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...  

 I hope you’ve seen the announcement in 
this newsletter, or heard in church, that for the sum-
mer, we are going to try something a little different. 
We are going to offer one worship service at 9:15 

am from May 28th – September 3rd 
(Memorial Day Weekend to Labor 
Day Weekend). The Cabinet thought 
it would be a good idea to try this for 
a few reasons. First, we’ve had 20 
new members join in the last two 

years alone (and we have two in Confirmation 
Class, so hopefully more are coming – but no pres-
sure, Confirmands!) and we’ve heard comments 
from a few people that there are really a bunch of 
people they don’t know in the “other” service. Be-
tween the people we don’t know just because we 
only see them a few times a year, and all these new 
members, this is an opportunity for us to spend 
some time together! We are hoping that people will 
use some of their fellowship time after worship to 
get to know some new-to-you peo-
ple. They might not be new to the 
church, but if they are new-to-you, 
we encourage you to say hello and 
start up a conversation. (And, we 
encourage you to not be offended if 
someone assumes you are a new 
member and you’ve been here for a long time – it is 
just someone who doesn’t know you!) 
 Secondly, we’re hoping that this will make 
the schedulers’ jobs a little easier, too. We won’t 
need people as frequently to serve on Sunday 
mornings, which will coincide with many people’s 
plans to travel. And, even if one isn’t traveling, a 
longer break between times of helping is always a 
nice gift for any of us to keep burn out at bay. 
 Thirdly, I will be gone much of the summer. 
I will be using the last two weeks of my annual va-
cation allotment in June and then in July I will be 
taking a month of leave that is offered by The Book 
of Discipline of The United Methodist Church. Par-

agraph 350.2 says, “A clergy member’s continuing 
education and spiritual growth program shall in-
clude professional 
formation leaves at 
least one week 
each year and may 
include at least one 
month during one 
year of every quad-
rennium. Such 
leaves shall not be considered as part of the minis-
ters’ vacations and shall be planned in consultation 
with their charges or other agencies to which they 
are appointed as well as the bishop, district superin-
tendent, and annual conference continuing educa-
tion committee.” I have not taken this leave at all in 
my twenty years of service, so I am looking for-
ward to some spiritual renewal. And, because of 
this travel, one worship service also makes it easier 
for our guest preachers. 
 Beyond all that, another exciting thing for 
May is Confirmation! Our small, but mighty confir-
mation class has been meeting during 2023 to pre-
pare themselves to make a decision about joining 
the church. I encourage you all to pray for them 
both as we come to the end of our classes. Confir-
mation Sunday will be May 21st. 
 And, we will be honor-
ing all teachers present on Sun-
day, May 7th, the start of 
Teacher Appreciation Week. 
Our Preschool teachers will be 
receiving an invitation to join 
us in worship, where in addition to our teachers, we 
will recognize our Sunday School teachers and 
people who teach in schools beyond the walls of 
our church. We are thankful for all they do to help 
our children grow into well-educated, well-
rounded, and empathic human beings! 

I look forward to seeing you in worship! 



PASTOR KATIE, continued 

May 7  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 & 1 Peter 2:2-10
  Like Living Stones  
  Communion 

May 14 Psalm 66:8-20 & 1 Peter 3:13-22 
  Always Be Ready  
  Mother’s Day 

May 21 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 & 1 Peter 4:12-
  14; 5:6-11  
  Casting Your Cares  
  Confirmation 

May 28 Acts 2:1-21 & John 7:37-39  
  He Breathed On Them  
  Pentecost 9:15am 

Pastor Katie Voigt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEING THERE 

 Last month I relayed an interview from an 
NPR radio program.  To recap, an author traveled 
all continental 48 states asking people one question. 
He asked, “What one thing have you learned in your 
lifetime that you believe everyone should know?” 
When asked, one man immediately answered, 
“being there.” If you thought about that answer, 
please let me know your thinking. My email is 
mdetto57@yahoo.com, or cell 847/254-6767. I 
would prefer email. Some possibilities could be be-
ing in the right place at the right time, present at the 
birth of a child, or witnessing those momentous 
times is a child’s life. Perhaps it’s a chance meeting 
with a stranger who becomes your soulmate. It 
could be being someplace else when catastrophe or 
disaster strikes. Maybe it's none of those things, or 
all of them. I would hope what the interviewee 
meant was “being there” for someone else.  

 Michael DeBenedet 

  

 

 

MIDWEST MISSION CURRENTLY 
HAS URGENT NEEDS FOR: 

• Liquid laundry detergent – 100 -105 oz. 
• Liquid household cleaner — 54 - 80 oz. 
      (no spray bottles) 
• Liquid dish soap—42 - 64 oz. 
• Shampoo – 12 - 19 oz. 
• Hand towels or other Personal Dignity 

Kit items (no kitchen towels) 
• Rulers (12" long with metric) or other School 

Kit items 
• 24 heavy-duty trash bags (33 - 45 gal.) or oth-

er Tornado Kit items 
• Receiving blankets – 28” x 28” to 32” x 32” or 

other Birthing Kit items 
Items for the Persnal Dignity Kit 
One hand towel - no kitchen towels, one washcloth 
- no dishcloths, one toothbrush - no multi-
packs, one bar soap - 3 to 4 oz, one sham-
poo - 12 to 19 oz, one deodorant - 2 to 3 oz 
(stick, roll-on, or pump), one 1-gallon re-
sealable plastic bag, $2 donation for razor 
and toothpaste. 
Items for th School Kit 
Three notebooks - one subject spiral, 8" x 10 1/2",  

one ruler - 12" long with metric, six 
pencils - unsharpened, one pencil 
sharpener, one pencil eraser - 2" or 
larger, one box 12 colored pencils, 

one box 24 crayons, one pair of student scissors, 
one 1-handled cloth bag (sewing instructions at 
midwestmission.org/patterns) 
Items for the Tornado Kit 
Two pairs work gloves, 24 1-gallon reseal-
able plastic bags, two permanent markers, 
one roll duct tape (colored tape is pre-
ferred), two dust masks - no surgical 
masks, 24 heavy duty trash bags - 33-45 gallon size, 
24 clear/white trash bags - 20-33 gallon size, one 2-
gallon resealable plastic bag. 
Items for the Birthing Kit 
One hand towel - no kitchen towels, one washcloth 

- no dishcloths, one piece cotton 
string - 36" long - no yarn, one bar 
soap - 3 to 4 oz, one pair gloves - 
medical exam gloves, one square 
yard clear plastic sheeting - four mil 

thick, one razor blade - single edge (cover in paper 
or cardboard to prevent injury), two receiving blan-
kets - 28" x 28" to 32" x 32" - no fleece or thermal 
blankets, one 1-gallon resealable plastic bag. 
 
 Please add your heartfelt prayers 
to each kit. 
 
 Carol Dunn 
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MORE ON MISSIONS 

PADS: Providing Advocacy, Dignity & Shelter 
 Thank You everyone who helped make lunch-
es, delivered lunches, food purchasers and/or supported 
this mission with gifts and prayers.  We have finished 
the 2022-2023 PADS season for rotating sites.  Our 
lunch program is on summer break.   
 UMCA monthly collection will also take a two 
month break while two other important collection drives 
happen in early and late June. 
Lake County SleepOut 2023:  Our Sleepout will be 
held on May 20th, 2023, virtually via Zoom.   
 We're thrilled to once again host SleepOut 
for Shelter, and raise funds to support our neigh-

bors experiencing homeless-
ness.  The SleepOut will be held 
on Saturday, May 20th starting at 
6:00 pm. This year will be an all 
virtual experience!  Connect with 
your family, friends, community 
organization, classmates, or co-

workers by camping out in your backyard/living 
room/campground, hosting a digital fundraiser to 
support the folks in our community experiencing 
homelessness, and joining us for a virtual rally to 
celebrate.  Registration is free and participants 
who raise a minimum of $25 per person, by donat-
ing or fundraising at least this amount, will gain 
entry into this year's raffle.  Learn more at 
https://www.padslakecounty.org/sleepout-2023/ . 
 If you see someone who may be homeless 
(sleeping in a public space, panhandling with a 
sign claiming to be home-
less, etc.) call our hotline! 
We’ll send our Outreach 
Staff out to try and engage 
them in services. Contact us 
at 847/616-5557. 

 Carol Cichonski 

Joy in the Harvest 
 I received the Missionary Newsletter of 
Lowell & Claudia Wertz, written during March of 

2023. Claudia's new knee contin-
ues to heal. The other knee is now 
the main problem. Joy in the Har-
vest ended 2022 in the BLACK! 
The new Land Cruiser is there and 
on the job. What a blessing! Low-
ell & Claudia celebrated Christmas 
in Kigoma with their daughter and 
her family. A large boat that they 
refurbished is being used for min-

istry along the shore of Lake Tanganyika to reach 
the many villages along the lake that have no road 
access to the outside world. 
 

 

 

MORE ON MISSIONS 
Joy in the Harvest, continued 
 Radio Joy in America can be accessed in 
America.  The staff has taken the sta-
tion streaming on the internet. The 
link: https://zeno.fm/radio/radio-joy-
90-5/. Some of the programs can be 
reached Monday through Friday, 1:30 
- 5 pm Central Daylight Saving Time, 
and 3 - 4 am Sunday and Saturday, 1 
am - 3 am,  1:35 pm - 4:01 pm. Some of the pro-
grams are music, stories, news, Old Time Radio and 
various other speaking programs. It may be interest-
ing to try to listen to this station being broadcast 
from Tanzania. He states the station is broadcasting 
24/7. The above times are in English. 

 Rebecca Reckamp 

Open Arms 
 Looking ahead to our June Project, we will 
be collecting personal hygiene items for Open Arms 
Mission, throughout the month of June.  Watch for 
more information in the coming weeks. 

Mission Link 
  Missionary  Rev. Kyeong-Ah Woo 
(Advance #3022319) https://umcmission.org/
missionary-bio/3022319   
 The Rev. Kyeong-Ah Woo is a missionary 
serving as Coordinator of the World Mission and 
Evangelism (CWME) of the World Council of 
Churches. She is based in Geneva, Switzerland and 
was commissioned in the June of 2017. The CWME 
is one of the most broadly inclusive ecumenical or-
ganizations, comprised not only of representatives 
of the Protestant and East-
ern Orthodox member of 
the World Council of 
Churches but also of per-
sons from the Roman Cath-
olic Church and Pentecostal 
and Evangelical traditions. 
Global Ministries is an ac-
tive participation in the 
commission. 
 Rev. Woo is a native of South Korea and a 
clergy member of the Northern Illinois Annual 
Conference.  Kyeong-Ah is an ordained elder of the 
Northern Illinois Annual Conference. She was born 
and spent her childhood and youth years in South 
Korea where she became the first Christian at a 
young age in her family. She came to the United 
States in the mid-1990s and served as a US-2 mis-
sionary. 

 Carol Cichonski 
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MORE ON MISSIONS 
Kyeong-Ah, continued 
 She received her bachelor’s degree from 
Lambuth University, Jackson, Tennessee, and the 
Master of Divinity degree from Garrett Evangelical 
Theological Seminary, Evanston, Illinois. Joining 

the Northern Illinois Conference, 
she served as the solo pastor of East 
Jordan UMC, as an associate pastor 
in Glen Ellyn, and as the solo pastor 
of the Burlington United Methodist 
Church, Illinois and of First United 
Methodist Church, Kirkland, IL. 

Kyeong-Ah considers herself blessed that both her 
junior and senior high schools were Christian mis-
sion institutions. She was baptized at age 16 with 
assurance that she would live a life of faith and ser-
vice. “I always know for sure that God is calling me 
to serve God’s people in whatever I do,” she says. 
“And wherever I am following the way of Jesus 
whose mission was to proclaim the good news to the 
poor and marginalized, to liberate the oppressed, to 
open eyes that are blind in whatever form, and to 
announce the coming of God’s Kingdom (Luke 
4:16) in order for all to have abundant life (John 
10:10).  

Missions Meeting 
 The next Missions Meeting will be Sunday, 
May 21st after the 10:30 service.   

Resale Tables 

 Thank you, Judy Degand for maintaining 
the Resale Tables. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

         Marilyn Hall 

           Judy Tetour 
           Mike Tetour 

           Sue Antonelli 
 

             
 

            Nancy Colby 
         Vicki Walker 
         Howard Geier 
         Mary Geier 
         Walt Cichonski 
     

 

 

 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

Youth Group 
 The youth group celebrated the then upcom-
ing Easter with an evening of fun and community 
support!  Twenty PADS  meals were packed and 
delivered followed by egg stuffing for the Sunday 
School Egg Hunt!  An amazing group of young 
adults! 

 

 

 

 

 Aimee Bemis 

Sunday School 
 Sunday School began Holy Week by mak-
ing “Hosanna Stones” to com-
memorate making Jesus' en-
trance into Jerusalem. On Easter, 
following our annual reading of 
Brian Wildsmith's, The Easter 
Story, the kids decorated bags to 
collect surprise-filled eggs, 
which they found (in abun-
dance!) in Wesley Hall. Many 
thanks to the Youth Group for 
stuffing and hiding the hundreds 
of eggs! 
 The last day of Sunday School before the 
summer break will be May 21st. Hard to believe 
another year is coming to an end...Thanks to the 
kids and adults who have helped make it a great 
one! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 

 
 
 
 Elisa Guiffier 

 

 

           

 



MORE ON OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

UMCA Preschool,  continued 

 Thanks to everyone that supported our Sloth 
fundraiser.  Thanks to the Reedy family and Ani-
mal Quest for sharing Stella the Sloth with all of us. 

 

 

 

 

In the Gardens 

 Apparently neither rain, snow, nor hail can 
stop the gardeners at UMCA. Despite the weather, 
the gardeners successfully pruned, weeded, and 

raked the entire Memorial Gar-
den on the first work day, Satur-
day, April 22nd. Special thanks 
to Jane and 
Wayne Buck, 
Nancy Colby, Nik-
ki Georgia, the 
whole Rae family, 

and Vicky Walker for helping that day. 
The next work day will be Saturday, 
May 20th, at 9:00 am, when the front 
and back garden areas will be the fo-
cus. The weather should be much bet-
ter, but if it’s too inclement, the rain 
date will be the following Saturday. No prior gar-
dening experience is necessary, but please bring 
your own gardening tools if you have them. Please 
contact Heidi Gilday if you have any questions at 
847/313-5342 or heidianette@att.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

          Heidi Gilday  

THANK YOU ALL! 

 Thank you everyone who participated in the 
Maundy Holy Thursday  “Love Feast” service 
April 6th. We had 50+ people attend and we hope 
everyone experienced a lovely evening together. 

 Lou Ann Holmes 

  

  

 

APRIL HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 

    Quilt made by Preschool 
    Kids and Carol Dunn 
 

 

 

 

 

      Organ Concert  
      Performed by 
      Phil Spressart 
 

  

 

 

      PADS Prep 

 

 

 

     

 

     UMCA Preschool 
     celebrated Easter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       UMCA Preschool 
       Activities 



The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

848 Main Street 

Antioch, IL  60002 

Office: 847/395-1259 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt 

Office Email:  umc.antioch@att.net 

Website:  umcantioch.org 

Like us on Facebook:     

       United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

Our regular in-person worship schedule is Sunday 
mornings at 8:00 am & 10:30 am. Starting on May 
28th for the summer we will have only one service 
at 9:15 am.We also go live on our Facebook page. 
The link for the recorded service can be found on 
our website at umcantioch.org. Please join us in 
person or online for worship!  

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”      

John 14: 26 

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-

mating energy present in all things and captured by none.  Therefore we pray: 

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God 

may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways.  May our own hearts burst 

into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of 

God within each of us.  May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to 

speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others.  May 

the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the 

church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence. 

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our 

church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal 

in your own life at this time for which you are praying.)   —Sister Joan Chittister  

http://umcantioch.org/

