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THE MESSENGER 
  “The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is to grow in faith,  
  worship God following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and be instruments of 

  God’s love,  through the Holy Spirit, as we reach out  
to our community and the world.”  
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THE PASTOR PONDERS …WHERE DID THE YEARS GO? 

To everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.  Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 From the very beginning, my appointment to 
the United Methodist Church of Antioch has been 
packed with “surprises.”  First of all, I had planned 
to retire from Villa Park.  When the DS called, she 
really had to convince me that I wasn’t really 
“planning to retire;” rather I was waiting for the right 
church to come along and UMCA was IT!  She and 
the Cabinet were correct in their discernment.  From 
the time Glenn and I drove through Antioch and then 
met with SPRC, I knew something special was in the 
works. 
 The first couple of weeks were jam-packed, 
but in a good way.  We got to visit in many of your 
beautiful, welcoming homes and hear the stories of 
your time in Antioch and why the church was im-
portant to you and where you thought you wanted 
the direction of ministry to go.  Gloria Stevens took 
me around to many of the shut-ins where I heard 
more stories, including those of the wonderful Ma-
bel Lou and the Smouses.  And, after a day of work, 
Glenn and I would sit on the back deck of the par-
sonage, enjoying our iced tea and watching the birds 
and listening to the sounds coming from the pool 
across the street.  I was livin’ the dream! 
 And then it happened!  Surprise! The acces-
sible restrooms!  Need I say more?  I have never 
talked about toilets, and sinks, and soap dispensers, 
and toilet paper so much in my entire life.  Who 
knew that I would spend so much time on Sunday 
morning explaining how to use a restroom? (And 
isn’t it interesting, that as I prepare to say good-bye, 
toilet paper still plays a prominent role in life?)  
While that whole issue may not have been one of 
UMCA’s finest hours, we learned much.  I was giv-
en the joy of discovering one of the gifts that God 
had given me for pastoral leadership.  I have an abil-
ity to help folks to find a more grace-filled way of 
working through some of the conflicts that arise 
when we all have a different idea of what should/
should not happen in a space (not just physical) in 
which we all need to live, and move, and have our 
being.  And we all discovered how to give each other 

some grace in difficult times. 
 More surprises!  Together, we have found an 
exciting way to do VBS, connected more with the 
preschool folks, developed the Memorial Garden, 
done some creative things with the music ministry, 
restructured the Christian Wellness Ministry, re-
vived some things that we “used to do” but had fall-
en away from for a while – GriefShare, Theater 
Ministry, and many more wonderful adventures.  
We’ve participated in different ways with St. Ste-
phen Lutheran Church and St. Ignatius Church 
and the community. 
 Has it all gone perfectly?  No.  Have I been 
the world’s greatest pastor?  No.  Have I done some 
things/or not done some things that should or should 
not have been done?  Yes.  But that is what growing 
in faith and sharing God’s grace are all about – ac-
ceptance, forgiveness, love, reliance on God, and 
giving it your best shot.  And I’ve experienced a 
whole ton of grace at UMCA. 
 The decision to retire was very difficult.  I 
really enjoyed partnering in ministry at UMCA with 
all of you.  There was much more to accomplish.  
But I also was aware that family and other concerns 
needed more attention. I would not be able to give 
either the church or the family as much of me as I 
knew needed to happen and still leave a little bit for 
“me.”  (It’s called self-care.)  The last couple of 
weeks and months have made it clear I made the 
right decision. 
 Glenn and I will miss you all, but we will 
cherish the time we have spent together.  It has been 
fun!  My time as your pastor is coming to an end and 
I am so pleased that you and Pastor Katie have an 
opportunity to continue to do God’s work in the An-
tioch community in wondrous ways.  She has many 
different gifts to offer.  We will continue to hold you 
all in our hearts in the way that all friends in Jesus 
Christ do. 

 Blessings! Pastor Char and Glenn  



GLASS HALF FULL 

 Another month and here we are. The situa-
tion is either getting worse, getting better, or stay-
ing the same, depending on whom we choose to 
believe. One thing that’s undeniable is that the 
virus is here and not con-
tained. The practices of self-
quarantine, social distancing, 
and mask wearing are now 
being put to the test as busi-
nesses are desperate to open 
for survival. Are the openings 
right or too soon? Only time 
will tell. 
 It would seem hopeless with a second 
wave looming, but that’s not the case. In nearly 
all the news broadcasts, there are segments high-
lighting people helping. Most satisfying are the 
stories of teenagers and children, as young as five 
and seven years old trying to make a difference. 
That’s hope with a capital “H “. These are the 
ones who will be our future leaders. Let us always 
keep children, teachers and schools in our prayers. 
   

 

GRATITUDE 

 We hope that everyone is staying healthy 
during this pandemic time.  There is a lot to be 
thankful for, when God is there guiding our lives. 
We are thankful for the many people that can con-
tinue to help support the church with their gifts.  
There are some people, 
who, because of other obli-
gations can’t provide the 
financial support that they 
wish.  If you can provide 
additional support it would 
be greatly appreciated.  It is 
important that through our 
ministries we help family, 
friends and community members in need. If you 
can help anyone in need we must act quickly as 
there are resources available.  We need to show 
our gratitude for all that God has given us. 

 God’s Blessing,   
 Ken Graesser  

MISSIONS 

Sale Tables 
 We are not accepting donations for the sale 
tables until further notice. Thank you so much for 
donating and purchasing items from the sale tables 
to support UMCA needs and mission projects. 

 Sally Rodgers 

NIC ReTURN PLANS 

 Even though Governor Pritzker has said 
that churches may open and hold services within 
certain guidelines, United Methodist Churches in 
Northern Illinois will remain closed per Bishop 
Sally Dyck’s instructions.  A ReTurn Team has 
been created in the NIC and has published guide-
lines for opening our buildings one step at a time 
provided certain criteria are met.  The church’s 
location and context will determine when and 
how it will open.  Social distancing, the wearing 
of masks, and sanitizing procedures are a given. 
 UMCA has a ReTurn Team in place.  
Bert Kibbler, Rodney Dodd, Tom Kessel, 
Heather Menzer, Irv Metz, and Dawn Vogel have 
agreed to serve on the team.  They have attended 
a meeting organized by the NIC ReTurn Team 
and will be studying the NIC guidelines, CDC 
guidelines, and the characteristics of UMCA and 
the community as they begin to plan for the next 
steps. 
 UMCA will be taking this process very 
slowly in order to help us all to remain safe and 
healthy.  Your patience and your prayers are ap-
preciated. 
 To read the NIC ReTurn Document and 
Guidelines, please go to www.umcnic.org and 
click on Five Phase Plan. 

 We also hear of quarantined people accom-
plishing things they “hoped” to do someday. Is now 
is a time for a hope realized? Many of us are getting 
a chance to read more, study more, reflect more and 
pray more. And, it’s a great time to call that some-
one you’ve been meaning to call, but haven’t had 
the time. 
 Stay well; continue to pray for each other; 
make that call! Love and miss everyone. 

 Mike DeBenedetto, Lay Servant 

WORSHIP INVITATION 

 Please join us every Sunday for worship:  
music, prayers, scripture, sermon, Children’s Time.  
The link is provided at www.umcantioch.org.  
There is also a link to the 
bulletin and Children’s 
Time materials including a 
picture, Bible Story reading, 
and activity. 

http://www.umcnic.org
http://www.umcantioch.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If you have any questions, please contact 
me at jamp725@comcast.net or text me 847/848-
0177.   
     For those of you who cannot join us, please 
consider sending a note or card with a memory or 
special moment you remember about Mom.  Our 
address is:  42491 N. Addison Ln., Antioch, 
Il  60002.  We will be holding cards until that day 
when she can open them all at once.  We look for-
ward to seeing all of you who can join us that 
day!  This will make her day! 

 Jeanne Plumb 

And Happy Birthday, Terry! — May 8th 

 We want to wish a very 
Happy Birthday to Terry King who 
reached the milestone of 90 years on 

May 8th!  

 

CONFIRMATION 

 We welcome the Confirmation Class of 
2020: Quentin Gueffier, Katelyn Knodell, Kyle 
Knodell, Emma Monroe, Alex Young.  Members 
and friends of UMCA joined us in on-line wor-
ship led by the class on May 31, 2020.  The Con-
firmands renewed their baptismal covenant and 
made their vows of membership during the ser-
vice.  At noon, Confirmands, their families, and 
church members met in the parking lot to join in 
the traditional laying on of hands (at a safe dis-
tance!).  Members were asked to renew their 
vows and welcome the Confirmands from their 
cars.   
 THANK YOU to Debbie Gillette and Ni-
cole Heyl for music during the service and to 
Paul Bleadow for music and sound during the 
laying on of hands.  Phil 
Georgia recorded the ser-
vice and Sally Rodgers 
photographed the Con-
firmands and families.  
Ben Georgia and Phil ed-
ited the recording and 
Debbie posted it to 
YouTube.  Suzy Kibbler posted the video to Fa-
cebook.  Also, thank you to Heather Menzer who 
assisted in the Confirmation Class by setting up, 
cleaning up, providing dinner and joining us in 
discussion and to Dawn Vogel and Kathleen 
Bleyaert for sharing their views about God. 
 Videos of the service are available.  Please 

contact the church office. 

 

SPECIAL DATES 

Honoring Pastor Char — June 28th 
 As you all know Pastor Char will be retir-

ing at the end of June. Staff Parish 
Relations Committee is planning a 
celebration of her ministry on Sun-
day, June 28. We expect this to be a 
drive-by and/or parking lot party 
(with social distancing) in the early 
afternoon. More details will follow 
after we receive updated pandemic 

guidelines from our bishop. Please plan to join us in 
honoring Pastor Char! 

 Cheryl Collins 

Happy Birthday, Dear Evelyn! — June 13th 

 My mom, Evelyn Miller, will be celebrating 
her 95th birthday on June 15th this year.  Because 
of Covid-19, we are unable to have the big party we 
wanted to give her, but would like to invite you to 
join us on Saturday, June 13th, at 2:00 pm for a 
drive by/walk by parade for her.  This is a surprise 
so please don't let her know!  Because she is legal-
ly blind, we ask that each of you plan to pause at the 
driveway for a short time so that she will be able to 
say hello and know who all came out to celebrate 
with her.  I have included a map of our neighbor-
hood and the proposed line-up and parade route.  I 
will also be notifying the residents and neighbors, 
but I ask that you line-up as far to the right side of 
the road as possible so that we do not block traffic.  

MORE ON MISSIONS 

 This month we are lifting up our Red 
(International) Band of our Rainbow Covenant 
Ministries: 

GRACE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL AND  
PEDIATRIC CENTER 

 
 Grace Children's Hospital in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti was established in 1967. It provides 
care for children and families with tuberculosis, 
HIV/AIDS, respiratory infections, and those still 
impacted by the 2010 earthquake. In this area, 
where many people live on less than $1 a day, the 
hospital provides much needed immediate care and 
follow-up clinical care for children and their fami-
lies.  
 For more information, visit its website at: 
http://www.internationalchildcare.org/
grace-childrens-hospital 
 
 Becky Reckamp 

mailto:jamp725@comcast.net


 

GRIEFSHARE 

 It is unfortunate even with Covid-19 many 
are grieving over the loss of a loved one.  We have 
not been able to meet as a group for GriefShare, 
but starting on June 4th we will 
meet using Zoom.  We will send 
books for the session, which are 
$20.  GriefShare has a workbook, 
sharing time, and a video.  If you 
are interested please contact Bar-
bara Cantrell at 847/804-0361. 
Or you may send her an email at 
bcantrell4626@gmail.com.  This 
is a difficult time also because of 
the Covid-19 restrictions imposed concerning fu-
neral services and not being able share with family 
and friends the normal grieving process.  If you 
have questions or wish to discuss GriefShare con-
tact Barbara, Judy Degand 847/833-1529 or me 
847-420-0241. 

 Ken Graesser 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 George Harrison is one of my all-time 
favorite songwriters. He may have been slightly 

in the shadow of his Beatles’ 
bandmates John and Paul, 
but his song, Here Comes the 
Sun has always been my fa-
vorite pick-me-up. This song 
exuberates joy and hope and 

never ceases to turn gloom into a smile. George 
wrote this tune after a time of personal and busi-
ness disillusionment, emerging from a long dark 
English winter in a spring garden while visiting 
his equally talented musician friend, Eric Clap-
ton.  

“Here comes the sun, doo-dun-doo-doo; 

Here comes the sun, and I say 

It’s all right”  

 It was no surprise to me 
that COVID-19 hospital units all 
over the country have turned to 
this song and others like it to 
raise the spirits of the over-
worked, traumatized medical workers.  In a hos-
pital on Long Island, the uplifting song is blasted 
every time a COVID patient is discharged and in 
Detroit’s Beaumont Hospital, they have played 
the tune not only when a patient is discharged but 
when a patient is taken successfully off the venti-
lator to take a first breath on their own.  
 The power of uplifting music is real. As 
Methodists, we have our hymn book, our black 
book, and an arsenal of worship songs to worship 
God through and to lift our spirits high when our 
own body and soul is weak and downtrodden. Re-
cently Pastor Char wrote of the different stages 
of quarantining in one of her Facebook posts. So 
many responded with comments of understand-
ing, sharing the difficulty of being alone. As I 
record each song for our services it is always my 
prayer that you will be uplifted by the beautiful 
sound of Nicole’s voice and that the words behind 
the songs I play on the piano may put a lilt in 
your step. What hymn or worship song is your 
Here Comes the Sun? Embrace that song, blast it 
in your home on repeat and let God do the work 
of soul restoration. I look forward to the day that I 
can play the organ and lift the roof off UMCA 
again. Until then, “Here comes the sun, and I say 
it’s all right…” 

 Debbie Gillette. Director of Music 

PRAYER CARDS CONTINUE 
 
 Even though we are not yet 
meeting face-to-face, we can still lift 
friends and family in prayer. Prayer 
cards can be sent. Please email your 
requests with name and address to: 
carleenandtoto2@att.net. If you do not 
have email access, call me at 847/395-
5617 or text me at 847/707-5617. Pri-
vacy will be maintained. 
 
 Thank you, 
 Carleen Wurster 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Pill Bottle Collection Discontinues 
 Until further notice, we will no longer be 
recycling prescription containers. Please seek an-
other way to appropriately recycle them. 

 Sally  Rodgers 

 

mailto:bcantrell4626@gmail.com


 

CONGRATULATIONS, 
CLASS OF 2020! 

 There is a link on our Facebook page to a 
video celebration of UMCA’s 2020 graduates. A 
copy of the video may be obtained by contacting 
Suzy Kibbler at videoumca@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

UMCA  PRESCHOOL 

 Due to the COVID restrictions, members 
of the preschool class of 2020 were not able to 
participate in the traditional graduation/entrance 
into Kindergarten ceremony in the normal man-
ner.  So, they were treated to a special graduation 
parade by their teachers.  Signs were placed in 
their front yards indicating that a UMCAP grad 
resided there. 
 The UMCAP Board welcomes a new 
member - Heidi Gilday. Heidi assumes the posi-
tion formerly held by Barbara Goetzelman, 
whose death last year has been a loss for the 
Board.  Heidi brings many gifts to the group in-
cluding her grace-filled manner, her leadership 
skills, and her love of UMCA and the care and 
nurturing of children and their families. 

 

          

            

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAKING THE BEST OF  

SOCIAL DISTANCING! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pastor Char, Sallie Stoner, and Glenn Hoff-
mann enjoying treats at Antioch DQ. Please support 
our local businesses! 

ST. IGNATIUS CHURCH 
GOD’S WILL RESALE 

 We hope all of you are staying safe and 
healthy. God’s Will Resale Shop is still temporar-
ily closed.  Even though we are closed and not 
able to accept donations at this time, please be 
assured that we are looking forward to seeing 
everyone again when it is safe and we have the 
green light to open. You are important to us! 
  We are working hard so that when we 
open, you will have a new and improved shop-
ping experience with lots of new furniture, cloth-
ing and more. 
 If you or someone you know is in dire 
need of items that we may have, please feel free 
to call us at 224/321-4475 or the Church office at 
847/395-0652.  You may also email us 
at godswillresale@gmail.com. 
 A special note to Amazon shoppers:  Am-
azonSmile is a simple way for you to support St. 
Ignatius Church/God's Will Resale Shop every 
time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same 
low prices, vast selection, and convenient shop-
ping experience as Amazon.com, with the added 
benefit that Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of your eligi-
ble purchases to St. Ignati-
us Church/God's Will Re-
sale Shop. 

mailto:godswillresale@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi


Please join us online for worship.  Link provided 

at www.umcantioch.org. 

The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

848 Main Street 

Antioch, IL  60002 

847/395-1259 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Char Hoffmann 

Email:  umc.antioch@att.net 

Website:  umcantioch.org 

Like us on Facebook:     

       United Methodist Church of Antioch 

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”      

John 14: 26 

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-

mating energy present in all things and captured by none.  Therefore we pray: 

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God 

may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways.  May our own hearts burst 

into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of 

God within each of us.  May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to 

speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others.  May 

the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the 

church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence. 

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our 

church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal 

in your own life at this time for which you are praying.)   —Sister Joan Chittister  

http://www.umcantioch.org

