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THE MESSENGER 
  “The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is to grow in faith,  

  worship God following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and be instruments of  
 God’s love,  through the Holy Spirit, as we reach out  

to our community and the world.”  
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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...  

Wow! How did we manage to arrive in 2023?! 
Time flies! Although, I think every year we are 
asking these same questions. As we look back over 

2022, there are 
things that I’m sure 
we are grateful for 
and some we are 
glad to leave in the 
past. Thankfully, 

our Lord is leading us into the future in amazing 
and beautiful ways, and we have the blessing to 
move through all these things together. 
 As we look ahead, we know that change 
often makes us uncomfortable, but when we look 
back over our whole lives, we see that change has 
been constant. It fascinates me how we are always 
in the midst of all this change, but we still are un-
comfortable with it. One of the ways that our 
church calendar 
helps us to learn the 
change and the 
sending roots down 
deep rhythm is that 
where we start in 
Advent – awaiting 
the Baby Jesus and the one who is to come and 
then move to celebrating the birth of Christ, our 
Immanuel, God with us. And then we celebrate 
Epiphany (the arrival of the Magi) and the Baptism 
of our Lord. After that, we have a few weeks of a 
green season – a season focused on maintaining 
and living a “normal” routine. In this time, we can 

catch up from the 
previous one and 
start to shift our 
minds to think 
about what is com-
ing next. This is 
the rhythm of 
maintenance and 
change. 

January 1 Matthew 2:13-23   
  Returning from Christmas  
  Rev. Matthew Mariani preaches 
  One Service at 9:15 am 

January 8 Isaiah 60:1-6 & Matthew 2:1-12
  A New World  
  Christmas Carol Communion 
  Return to 2 Services  
   at 8:00 am/10:30 am 

January 15 Isaiah 42:1-9 & Matthew 3:13-17
  A New Family Baptism of the Lord
  Human Relations Day  

January 22 Matthew 4:12-23 
  Keep the Sabbath 

January 29 Micah 6:1-8 & Matthew 5:1-12 
  Be Consistent in Prayer 

 



BEHIND THE GIFT 

 Prior (a month at least) to Black Friday in 
November, I got a flyer from Bass Pro Shops. Scan-
ning the pages, I came upon camouflage underwear 
on sale. Can anyone imagine the reasoning for de-

signing, or worse, the need to wear 
such a thing. Is there a word for dis-
guising what shouldn’t be seen any-
way? Plenty of thoughts came to me 
but most did not fit for this article. Be-
lieving, as I do, that for all the dumb or 

ridiculous in this world, there are smart or sensible 
opposites to even the scale. And, I hope, tip it! 
 I’d like to start the new 
year by saying how tremendously 
proud I am of the smart and sensi-
ble here at Antioch UMC. Despite 
our busy schedules, outside influ-
ences, and the aging of our con-
gregation, we continue to grow in 
faith, follow the Holy Spirit, and 
to love and inspire each other to 
do good works.  
 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me 
will do the works I have been doing, and they will 
do even greater things than these…John 14:12 

 Michael DeBenedetto 

 

STAFF PARISH 

 It is with great joy that we welcome our new 
custodians Kelly Kiple and Michelle Mennes to the 
staff of the Antioch United Methodist Church. When 
you see them around the church please welcome 
Kelly and Michelle. Having two people familiar with 
the work to be done should ensure that we have great 
coverage for the position. A huge thank you to all, 
especially Dawn Vogel, who assisted in getting this 
accomplished in such a timely manner, as well as a 
gigantic thank you to the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee team and the UMCAP Team for seam-
lessly filling in when needed to clean the church 
while the position was vacant. This was definitely 
above and beyond what they thought they would be 
doing on this committee, and without hesitation they 
got it done! Thank You! 
  Thank you to all the staff and volunteers of 
The Antioch United Methodist Church. The effort 
and time you give really is appreciated and makes 
this church the wonderful place that it is! 
Thank you! 

  Beth Stahl 
 Jim Menzer 
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Cookies/Resale Table/Organ Concert  

  

 
 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BISHOP 

December 15, 2022  
Dear Rev. Voigt and people of Antioch UMC, 
 Thank you for your card and kind welcome. 
This gesture blessed me today. Your hospitality 
conveys a generous spirit and the heart of the gos-
pel. These are challenging days to be the church, 

and yet, hospitality is as simple 
as a cup of cold water. I cannot 
wait to meet you. After a January 
packed with several week-long 
meetings, I will be present in the 
districts in early February, meet-

ing with clergy for study and dialogue from ten in 
the morning until lunch, then laity to engage the 
same starting in the evenings at 7:00 pm. My day to 
be in your district will be February 9th with the lo-
cation to be announced. I will look forward to put-
ting names and faces together whenever it is possi-
ble. Meantime, I will continue to be in prayer for 
you and all the people of our conference. May these 
days of Advent renew hope, and may the days of 
Christmas remind us of the power and love of 
Christ. Thank you.  
 Peace,  
 Dan Schwerin, Bishop Northern Illinois  
  Conference,  UMc 
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PADS 
 Providing Advocacy, Dignity & Shelter 
 Mission: PADS of Lake County is a com-
munity-based organization that provides trauma in-
formed support, resources, and shelter to individuals 
and families experiencing a housing crisis.  
 Vision:  We envision a community in which 
homelessness is rare, brief and non-recurring; one in 
which anyone who may experience a housing crisis 
has timely access to the proper resources and ser-
vices based on their individual need.    
 Values: In order to achieve our vision and 
carry out our mission, we hold true to the following 
values:  

• Client-Centered: We put the people we serve 
first.  

• Self-Determination: We allow the people we 
serve to make their own, informed choices.  

• Dignity: We provide a 
dignified environment, in 
all ways.  

• Respect: We treat the 
people we serve respect-
fully, as people first.  

• Compassion: We pro-
vide our services in a 
compassionate and caring manner.  

• Commitment: We do not give up on the people 
we serve. 

• Trauma-informed Care: We provide service in a 
way that understands the trauma experienced.  
 

) 

 

MORE ON MISSIONS 

PADS, continued 

• Harm Reduction: We embrace the harm reduc-
tion model for behaviors.  

• Diversity: We believe in the power of diversity 
in our workforce.  

• Cultural Competency: We understand the dif-
ferent backgrounds of the peo-
ple we serve  

• Confidentiality: We vigor-
ously defend the right to priva-
cy of the people we serve  

• Equity: We provide service 
to each according to their need. 

 UMCA’s monthly collection will be an-
nounced on January 15th and delivered after the 
January 22nd donation date.    Requested items in-
clude: 

• Easy Mac 

• Chef Boyardee 

• Dinty Moore meals 

• Cup of Soup 

• Ramen Cups 

• Jewel or Walmart gift cards 
• Gas gift cards 
 Individual bags of chips and 
cookies/desserts can be used by our 
lunch team or delivered 
to St. Mark.  Monthly collections 
will be delivered to St. Mark and will 
support their site; extra supplies will be sent to 
PADS Main Site in Waukegan.   Please contact 
Carol Cichonski, at ccichonski@comcast.net or 
847/269-2287 if you need pickup of your dona-
tion.   
 Carol Cichonski 

 Kids Above All 
 Delivery 
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MORE ON MISSIONS 

Missions Committee 

 The Mission Committee will meet January 
10th in the morning, time to be determined. Mary 
Kay Giebelhaus will advise committee members of 
the exact time. 

 Rebecca Reckamp 

 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

Sunday School 
 On Sunday, December 18th, the Sunday 
School presented a creative Christmas reading and 
music, accompanied by the congregation singing 
"What Child Is This?" Chase and Evan Swanson, 
Owen Richards, and Vivien and Quentin Gueffier 
served as readers; instrumental music was per-
formed by Owen on trombone and Quentin on clari-
net. Many thanks to Nicole Heyl for directing and 
Debbie Gillette for arranging the instrumental music 
and providing piano accompaniment! Afterward, 
Pastor Katie presented Bibles to Chase and Evan as 
well as Ethan Kessell and Ellis and Isaac 
Platzbecker. A joyous day for all! 

 Elisa Gueffier 

 
 
 

UMCA PRESCHOOL 

 It is hard to believe that it is already the new 
year. In November the classrooms celebrated 
Thanksgiving by sharing a 
wonderful feast. We discussed 
what we are thankful for and 
made special projects for our 
families. At the time of this 
article we have been talking 
about winter. We made snow-
men out of marshmallows be-
cause we had yet to see any snow. We have also 
talked about and experimented with chunks of ice. 
We had a wonderful time at our Christmas Party on 
December 20th. Ms. Tammy and I worked very 
hard to make the hallway look very festive and spe-
cial for all of the children. The preschool will be 
closed through January 6th. When we return in Jan-
uary we will start registration for next fall. If you 
have any questions about registration please contact 
the preschool office at 847/395-1362. Happy Holi-
days from the preschool. Blessings, 

 Kim Dodd, UMCA Preschool Director 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MUSIC 

A Living Prayer Card 
 While I usually write about music, this new 
year brings me much pause for reflection on the 
mission of UMCA.  Each week we recite the mis-
sion statement at our worship services, and I want to 
focus on the ending truth as I personally experi-
enced it all fall: “To be instruments of God’s love 
through the Holy Spirit as we reach out to our 
community and the world.” Instrument has a musi-
cal context and I rejoice in the many different in-
struments from organ to piano to voice to trumpet to 
clarinet to violin to cello to trombone to horn to ac-
cordion, just to name a few that we have heard in 
our sanctuary during worship. But here we are valu-
ing how God can and does use each of us as a living 
instrument, or perhaps in UMCA speak, A Living 
Prayer Card.  
 We have heard week after week how folks 
have been blessed by their receiving of a prayer card 
from our congregation. So simple, just signatures 
and an encouraging note. I received several this fall 
in my health journey and the peace and blessing 
each one brought me as I read over the signatures 
and missed each one of you. The living prayer card 
branched out from there in the form of lasagna, 
soup, coffee, cards with encouraging notes, flowers, 
gifts, emails…I could go on and on because the liv-
ing prayer card has no ending. My first week back 
on the organ bench, the youth group surprised me 
with yard signs all over my car; I was so tired that 
morning and the blessing was overwhelming. Those 
yard signs are repositioned in my garden at the side 
of my driveway so that I can be daily encouraged 
and blessed all winter long as I continue to heal. 
 And my thanks to Nicole and Paul to be so 
ably backing me up whenever I needed it, along 
with the generous musical gifts of Howard to ease 
my return. This is a blessing I do not take for grant-
ed. Their gifts come wrapped in love and abundant 
talent. But most of all, I am thankful for a pastor 
who lives the walk, who is the embodiment of a liv-
ing prayer card, sending me prayers by text, praying 
with me in my fearful moments, holding my hand in 
a way that showed me that God had me securely in 
the palm of His hand.  
 Thank you, UMCA, for being a living prayer 
card for me and countless others. It is your loving 
mission.  

 Debbie Gillette, Director of Music 
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   Messiah 

    

 

 

   

Madrigals 

CHRISTIAN WELLNESS MINISTRY 

    CWM Treats 
 For Seniors 
 
 

    CWM Make a  
 Christmas 
  Centerpiece  

      
 



The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

848 Main Street 

Antioch, IL  60002 

Office: 847/395-1259 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt 

Office Email:  umc.antioch@att.net 

Website:  umcantioch.org 

Like us on Facebook:     

       United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

Our regular in-person worship schedule is Sunday 
mornings at 8:00 am & 10:30 am. On January 1st, 
we will have one service, at 9:15 am. We also go 
live on our Facebook page. The link for the record-
ed service can be found on our website 
at umcantioch.org. Please join us in person or 
online for worship! 

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”      

John 14: 26 

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-

mating energy present in all things and captured by none.  Therefore we pray: 

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God 

may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways.  May our own hearts burst 

into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of 

God within each of us.  May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to 

speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others.  May 

the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the 

church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence. 

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our 

church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal 

in your own life at this time for which you are praying.)   —Sister Joan Chittister  

http://umcantioch.org/

