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THE MESSENGER 
  ñThe mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is to grow in faith,  

  worship God following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and be instruments of  
 Godôs love,  through the Holy Spirit, as we reach out  

to our community and the world.ò  
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FROM PASTOR KATIEôS KEYBOARD...  

 This month will find us with a hodge podge 
of things going on in worship. First, we will finish 
up our short series in worship around practices. 
Weôve kind of talked about this on and off over the 
last few months, but I think they are good remind-
ers that we can continue our worship of Jesus even 
after weôve left the sanctuary. 
 On February 12th we will have the honor of 
hearing Pastor Kathleen preach ñFrom the 
Heart.ò Our Staff Parish Relations Committee has 

encouraged me not to preach occasion-
ally, just so there is more time in the 
schedule for planning ï or whatever 
comes up. Pastor Kathleen loves to 
keep her theological brain churning, so 
this works out well for both of us! So 
glad that we can do something that 

helps us all grow and flourish as the beloved chil-
dren of God we are. 
 Then, February 19th is Transfiguration 
Sunday ï also known around here as Mardi Gras 
Sunday! We will have one 
service of worship at 9:15 
am, and the Dixie Dudes will 
be leading our worship music 
to help set that New Orleans 
feel. I hope you will join us 
as we have one last fest before Lent begins!! 
 And, then, Lent begins. On Wednesday, 
February 22nd, we will gather at 6:30 pm to receive 
the imposition of ashes and to begin our preparato-

ry season together. This year for Lent 
weôre going use a worship series from 
Marcia McFee called, ñLookinô for Love 
in All the Wrong Places.ò Our first Sun-
day in Lent will be February 26th, and we 

will return to the 8:00 am/10:30 am worship sched-
ule. I pray that you will set aside some time for 
Lent to be a season that truly prepares you to cele-
brate Easter. 

 So, join us for our true mixed worship expe-
riences this February. I pray that you will feel the 
love of God for your life in each one of them. 

February 5  Isaiah 58:1-12  

  Feast & Fast   

  Communion 

February 12 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

  From the Heart  

  Rev. Kathleen Krostal 

February 19 Exodus 24:12-18 & Matthew  17:1-9

  Mountaintop Celebrations 

  Transfiguration Sunday 

  One Worship Service at 9:15 am 

February 22 Ash Wednesday Worship at 6:30 pm 

  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 & Matthew   

   6:1-6, 16-21  

  Looking for Love 

February 26 First Sunday in Lent  

  Return to 8:00 am/10:30 am  

   Worship Times 

  Psalm 32 & Matthew 4:1-11 
  Looking for the Resistor  

 Peace - Pastor Katie 

      

 



WHAT WOULD YOUR STICKER SAY? 

 In his book, Green Lights, Matthew McCo-
naughey writes about how he loves bumpers stick-
ers. I think we all share at least an interest in them. 
In one paragraph, he describes all the things they 

could reveal about the person 
in front of you in traffic or 
parked. Besides where theyôve 
been, I love that most offer 
either a thought, preference, 
like or dislike. Some stickers 
are so numerous that I feel the 

driver wants me to know everything about them but 
their SSN. Or, they want to convey that they know 
whatôs wrong with me and how I 
must change. You probably never 
gave it a thought, so Iôm asking 
now. If you can design a bumper 
sticker, or have seen one, whatôs the one thing you 
would like to communicate to a perfect stranger? 
ñBACK-OFF!ò isnôt an option. 

 Michael DeBenedetto 

 

REPORT ON PLEDGES FOR 
 FURNACE, WATER HEATER, AND  

ROOF UPGRADES 

 As of this writing 16 members of the congre-
gation have pledged $90,600 over a three year peri-

od for the much needed repairs to the 
churchôs physical plant. In addition, others 
are making cash contributions as budgets 
allow. The Trustees sincerely appreciate 
this most generous outpouring from the 

congregation. 

 Jerry Topcik  

BISHOPôS DAY ON THE DISTRICT 

 Come and meet our new Bishop! He will be 
in the Prairie Central District on 
Thursday, February 9th. He will 
spend the morning with the clergy, do 
some touring in the afternoon, and 
then meet the laity in the evenings. 
You are all invited to Journey of Hope UMC in El-
gin (37W040 Highland Avenue, Elgin, IL) at 7:00 
pm to get to know Bishop Dan Schwerin. 
 

PRAIRIE CENTRAL WINTER   
LEADERSHIP TRAINING EVENT 
The District Leadership event will be Satur-

day, February 4th at Gary United Methodist 
Church in Wheaton. The cost to register is $15. 
Online registration will be available soon. 
    

PRAIRIE CENTRAL, continued 

   You will be able to choose two classes from 
five options. All classes are held at both workshop 
times, so there is a lot of flexibility. Your options 
are: 

¶ Staff Parish Relations Committee Workshop - 
Rev. Arlene Christopherson: The 
SPRC Workshop will include a 
look at the role and duties of a 
Staff Parish Committee as stated 
in the Book of Discipline. We 
will review best practices and 
practical advice for navigating this important inter-
sect between pastor, congregation, and annual con-
ference. 

¶ Connecting Money to Mission - Rev. Tammy 
Scott: Together we will think about how giving is a 

spiritual discipline AND about 
practical ways for the church to 
communicate how money is con-
nected to the mission of the 
church. 

¶    Donôt Give Up on Evangelism and Outreach 
but Don't Invite Them to Church - Rev. Jeffry 
Bross: Why aren't people back in the pews now that 
the pandemic is "over?"  Where are all the young 
people?  How do we navigate evangelism and out-
reach in 2023 and beyond? 
 Most of us are still engaging 
in the old way of inviting people to 
"church."  Is that way of evangelism 
no longer effective?  Should we 
look at doing things different-
ly?  Engage with concepts, practices, and ideas to 
rethink how and why to do outreach and evange-
lism. 

¶   The New Landscape of Christian Education - 
Rev. Sherry Steele: There is no doubt that there 
have been shifts over the past three years in how we 
disciple children, youth, and 
adults in our congregations. 
Lower and less frequent at-
tendance has affected most 
churchesô educational pro-
gramming. Volunteer needs 
have increased. The curricu-
lum we use and the ways we 
teach must keep up with the 
changes at hand. In this breakout, participants will 
consider some of the emerging trends and the dif-
ferent ways leaders are adapting. Time will be giv-
en for opportunities to share your experience and 
ask questions. Ultimately, creativity and flexibility 
and relationship-building will be key to helping 
grow disciples (of all ages) of Jesus today.  
 



PRAIRIE CENTRAL, continued 

¶   Loving God and Loving Ministry: Things I 
Wish Someone Had Told Me Earlier - Rev Mary 
Zajac and Rev. Cynthia Anderson: It seems like 
loving God and loving ministry should easily go 
hand in hand.  However, whether we are involved in 
the ministry of the laity, licensed, or ordained we 

soon discover that these two fundamentals 
of Christian living occasionally seem to 
lead in different directions.  Our love of 
God can be stretched to breaking by the 

people we minister with and to.  Our ministry can 
take so much time and energy that our love of God 
gets put on the back burner.  In this session, we'll 
talk frankly about the challenges, and share wisdom 
about how to love both God and ministry for the 
long haul. 

The Schedule for the day will be:  
8:30 Gathering/Coffee 
8:45 Worship 
9:00 Workshop 1 
10:30 Break 
10:45 Workshop 2 
12:15 Closing 
12:30 Lunch 

Please let Pastor Katie know if you are interested or 
if you have registered, so we can see who might be 
interested in carpooling! 

LAITY CONVOCATION 

 There are multiple attendance options this 
year! It is available online and at three in-person 
locations (Barrington UMC, Disciples UMC in Mt. 
Morris, IL, and New Lennox UMC). This year's 

theme is Thinking Outside the 
Church, Making Community Minis-
try Happen. The guest speaker is Da-
vid Teel, Director of Laity & Leader-
ship at Discipleship Minis-

tries. Registration is $15 and is now open at https://
www.umcnic.org/calendar/laity-convocation-2023. 

MISSIONS 

Missions Committee 
 The next missions meeting will be March 
18th. 

Socks for the Soul 
 Thank you to everyone who donated menôs 
and womenôs socks to support our winter mission to 
Open Arms. We collected 54 pairs of menôs socks, 
nine pairs of menôs underwear, three menôs t-shirts, 
four hats, 40 pairs of womenôs socks, and multiple 
food items. 
 

 

 

MORE ON MISSIONS 

PADS 
 The rotating site model adds additional 
stress to an already stressful situation and is not 
conducive to positive outcomes. During COVID, 
temporary federal funds have been used to shelter 
people in local hotels. However, that funding will 
not remain indefinitely. If we tru-
ly are committed to better out-
comes - where clients can access 
basic needs and services to re-
main housed, we need a better 
model.  Therefore, PADS is seek-
ing community support for the expansion of their 
services into a fixed site shelter in Lake Coun-
ty.  This next step will combine all of PADS cur-
rent programs into one location.  One fixed site 
provides the following: 

¶ Purpose Built Space:  The new shelter will be 
purpose built with spaces appropriate to the indi-
vidual needs of specific groups, including children, 
families, and the disabled. 

¶ Consistent Location:  Clients will no longer 
need to travel to a different loca-
tion each night, allowing them to 
concentrate time. and resources on 
addressing needs instead of travel. 

¶ Access to Wrap Around Ser-
vices:  The shelter will include on-site access to 
case managers, counseling, health-care providers 
and other services essential for clients to become 
housed. 

¶    Support Better Outcomes:  The reduction in 
stress and proximity to services will support better 
outcomes for more people than in the revolving site 
model. 
 For more information or ways to help, 
please check out https://www.padslakecounty.org. 
 UMCAôs monthly collection will to be an-
nounced on February 19th and delivered after the 
Feb 26th donation date.    Requested items include: 

¶ Bottled water. 

¶ Individually packaged chips, pretzels, cookies 
or cupcakes. 

¶ Cereal, cold and hot 

¶ Microwave Popcorn 

¶    Individual bags of chips and cook-
ies/desserts can be used by our lunch 
team or delivered to St. Mark.  Monthly collections 
will be delivered to St. Mark and will support their 
site. Extra supplies will be sent to the PADS Main 
Site in Waukegan.   Please contact Carol Cichon-
ski, 847/269-2287 or ccichonski@comcast.net if 
you need pickup of your donation.  
 
 

 

https://www.padslakecounty.org/
mailto:ccichonski@comcast.net


MORE ON MISSIONS 

Missions Committee 

 The Mission Committee would like you to 
know what we do with your generous donations. 
The ñCookie Walkò is our biggest fundraiser for the 
year. That money and the money from the Resale 
tables along with the loose change in the offering 
plate on Sundays help us sponsor the following list 
of missions for 2023. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Global Advancement - Grace Children's Hospi-
tal  

2.   Missionary - Rev. Kyeong-Ah Woo 

3.   Undesignated Fund- UMCOR/Disaster Relief 

4. US Based Projects - Tree of Life Ministry 

5.  Conference Advance Projects - Outdoor & Re-
treat Ministries, "Camperships," Scholarships 
(Reynolds Woods/Wesley Woods) 

6.   District Advance Projects - Habitat for Human-
ity Lake County 

7..  Not in the Mission Link Conference - Lowell 
and Claudia Wertz (Missionaries)            

 You are helping to see that all Godôs love is 
spread to so many. 

 Judy Degand 

 

  
 
 

OUR YOUTH 

Sunday School 
 In Sunday School we have begun studying 
Jesus' parables. On January 29th, we read the Par-
able of the Sower. Ms. Christina brought in potting 
soil and flower seeds, which we planted in cups that 
she'll keep in her greenhouse. Weôre excited to see 
them sprout! 
 
 Please note, Sunday School will not be held 
on February 19th because of the Mardi Gras service 
at 9:15 am. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Elisa Guiffier 


