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  “The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is to grow in faith,  

  worship God following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and be instruments of  
 God’s love,  through the Holy Spirit, as we reach out  

to our community and the world.”  
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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...  

 Advent is upon us and Christmas will be 
here soon. We are full-on in our season of prepara-

tion. We have seen the 
first snowfall, and some-
how things are shifting 
into place. We are doing 
the things we need to get 
ready at home and at 
church. I don’t know 

how, every year, it seems like the list gets longer 
and longer. If I am keeping the same, or at least, 
similar traditions, how does the list get so long?!?! 
 I hope we find a moment or two to pause 
and reflect during this season. It might not be as 
TV-movie picture perfect as sitting in your front 
window, watching it snow, 
drinking hot cocoa, but may-
be there’s a day when you 
finish your lunch early and 
can take a beat to re-center 
yourself. Most years we focus 
a lot of our time on preparing 
to receive the baby Jesus, 
which is celebrated at Christ-
mas. However, the liturgical season that the church 
year has designed, also encourages us to prepare 
for Jesus’ Second Coming. He didn’t just come to 
earth once, but has promised that he will come 
again. While we might not know the specific de-
tails of how or when this will happen, we trust in 

the promise that we will know 
unity with all Christians 
through all time. The cloud of 
witnesses who surround us will 
no longer be separate, but the 
place where we stand together. 
This Second Coming takes 
preparation, too, just like pre-

paring for a child. Jesus changes everything. 
 As we gather and prepare, I pray you will 
see Jesus’ encouraging, love, and assuring hand in 

all you do. May God bless your outreach and care 
to the community. May God take what you offer 
and change the world. 
 I look forward to seeing you in worship this 
December! 

December 4 2nd Sunday of Advent   
  Christmas Carol Communion 
  A New Beginning   
  Isaiah 11:1-10 & Matthew 3:1-12 
 
December 11 3rd Sunday of Advent   
  A New Expectation  
  Luke 1:46b-55 & Matthew 11:2-11 
 
December 18 4th Sunday of Advent           
   Sunday School Christmas Program 
   (10:30 am)  
  A New Life    
  Isaiah 7:10-16 & Matthew 1:18-25 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve  (family friendly)
   5:00 pm 
  Luke 2:1-20   
  Story of The Twelve Days of  
   Christmas 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve (traditional with 
   Communion) 7:00 pm 
  The First Christmas: A Love 
   Story 
 
December 25 Christmas Day  9:15am 
  A Service of Lessons & Carols 
  Pajama Sunday! (Come in your 
   most festive pajamas!) 
       
 Pastor Katie Voigt   
   
 
 



BEHIND THE GIFT 

 A preteen aged boy was really impressed 
with the argyle socks worn by a guest at a Thanks-
giving dinner in his home. He had only worn white 
or his one pair of black “dress up” socks.  He men-

tioned to his mother how neat 
he thought those socks were. 
That Christmas, there were 
fewer presents than he and his 
four siblings ever remembered, 
one for each to be exact. One 
is better than none he tried to 
rationalize to disguise his dis-
appointment. His joy at now 

having a pair of argyle socks to show off was short 
lived. It was on that Christmas morning that he real-
ized they were poor. To him, that was okay. What 
really concerned him, was how much had his par-
ents sacrificed to do at least that much? How much 
did they love him to sacrifice as they did? This Ad-
vent season, as we prepare to receive the single 
greatest gift ever given, remember, “One is better 
than none”. 

 Michael (not the archangel, the other one) 
 DeBenedetto 

 

STAFF PARISH 

 On behalf of the congregation, SPRC has 
written the 2022 Church Profile. This is a snapshot 

of the year in the life of our church and 
was submitted to the Northern Illinois 
Conference. The team has also set sal-
aries for our paid staff for the new 
year. Please take a moment to thank 
the folks that work 

to make our church the place it is: 
Pastor Katie, TeKeesha, Debbie, 
Nicole, Kim, the preschool staff, 
and Christina. 
 At this special time of year we count our 
blessings for all who attend UMCA and the ministry 
that is evident to other church members, our commu-
nity, and beyond. 

 The SPRC team: Beth Stahl, Jim Menzer, 
 Denny Sathoff, Nancy Rae, Mike Lapke, 
 and Dawn Vogel 
 

MISSIONS 

Cookies/Resale Table/Organ Concert  

 Just a friendly reminder that there will be a 
Cookie Walk/stocking stuffer sale 
and Christmas Resale Shoppe 
fundraiser at the church Satur-
day,  December 10th from 9:00 am 
to 1:00 pm. Also, there will be a 
free organ concert from 11:00-11:45 am. All pro-
ceeds will go to Mission projects. (We suggest six 

dozen cookies of one variety.) Dona-
tions can be brought to the church 
kitchen on Friday, De-

cember 9th between 4:00-7:00 pm. 
Non-bakers can help by writing a 
check to UMCA and designating for 
Mission Link, (formally Rainbow 
Covenant)/cookie sale on check 
memo. Invite your friends, family and neighbors to 
join us. For more information contact the church of-
fice at 847/395-1259 or LouAnn Holmes at 815/675
-6552 

 Christina Swanson 

Kids Above All 
 The Mission 
Committee was able to 
deliver 30 holiday gifts 
for Kids Above All 
thanks to all of you! 
Happy Holidays from 
all of us, God Bless! 

 Judy Degand 

 
  
 

GRATITUDE 

 THANK YOU to all of you who returned 
the green Gratitude Cards during the fall campaign.   
You are all aware that we continue to have financial 
challenges meeting expenses  in the operating budg-
et and building fund.  We have 
many ministries that we sup-
port, and they all take time, tal-
ent, and treasures.  We hope 
that if you have not filled out a 
Gratitude Card you would con-
sider sharing the gifts God has 
given you.  During this campaign we have eight 
new pledges, and we hope this number grows.  I 
would like to thank Pastor Katie for her messages 
during the fall campaign, especially covering 
“Midwest Nice Stewardship.”  We hope everyone 
had a wonderful Thanksgiving and are looking for-
ward to celebrating the birthday of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

 Ken Graesser 



MORE ON MISSIONS 

Kids Above All Thanks You! 
 Good afternoon, mission partner! 
  We had the very first delivery of gifts made 
thanks to First UMC, Antioch! Thank you!! It’s an 

occasion to celebrate all our 
community and mission partners 
who are stepping up to sponsor 
our kids and lend support in 
many ways for a bright holiday; 
most importantly, bringing joy 

to many kids and families. This reminds me of the 
scene in Polar Express when the little boy gets to 
ring the bell sitting next to Santa. Blessings to you and 
yours this Thanksgiving, 
  

 Catherine Inserra, Deaconess  
 Manager of Faith & Community Relations 
 
 Missions Committee 
 The next Missions Committee meeting will 
be January 10th, 2023 at 10:00 am in Wesley Hall. 
 The Missions Committee has decided to 
support Mission Links in 2023: 
 
1. Grace Children's Hospital & 
Pediatric Clinic in Haiti 
 
2. Missionary—Rev. Keyong An woo 
 
3. UMCOR/Disaster Relief—undesignated fund 
  
4. U.S. based project—Tree of Life Ministry 
(Lakota Nation residing on the Rosebud Reserva-
tion in South Dakota) 
 
5. Conference advance projects—Outdoor & Re-
treat Ministries "Camperships" Scholarships 
 

6. District advance projects—Habitat 
for Humanity Lake County 
 
We also will support Lowell & Claudia 
Wertz, missionaries in Africa 
 

 Rebecca Reckamp 

 
CROP Walk 
 Thank you to all the supporters and walkers! 
We raised $1,520 for Church World Service, and 
$380 of that will go to Open Arms 
Mission in Antioch.      

 Walt Cichonski 
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https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0338348/mediaviewer/rm3381496832/


MORE ON MISSIONS 

PADS: Providing Advocacy, Dignity & Shelter 

 Are you called to do more for PADS and our 
homeless population?  St. Mark Lutheran Church 
needs volunteers for all their site shifts.  Shifts begin 
on Friday afternoon and end on Saturday morn-
ing.  See the list and brief description below.  Vol-
unteers under 17 need to be accompanied by a par-
ent, and any children under nine will only help with 
setup. Go online to smlc.info for a link to sign up as 
often as you wish.  Contact Laura Kerns: 847/612-
1510 for more information.   

Friday 5:00-8:00 pm: Check in with site manag-
er. Welcome guests. Heat 
up, serve up and clean up 
kitchen and eating area. 

Friday 8:00-11:00 pm: Hand 
out needed supplies. Visit 
with guests.  Most guests are in bed by 9:30. 

Friday - Saturday 11:00 pm-3:00 am: Everyone 
is sleeping. Read a book. Catch up on 
emails. Make lunches if needed. 

Saturday 3:00-7:00 am:  Check in with site man-
ager. Start breakfast.  Wake up 

guests.  Clean up kitchen and eating ar-
ea. 
Sat 5:00-7:00 am: Check in with site 
manager. Wipe down all sleeping pads 
and pillows. Gather laundry. Clean 
bathrooms. Sweep and mop floors 
where needed.  Take out garbage.   
 Our Youth Group will prepare 
lunches on Friday, December 2nd.  We 

will be looking for volunteers for the 3rd Friday, 
December 16th.    We are currently making 20 
lunches, but this number will increase as the weather 
worsens and COVID concerns lessen.  
 Our monthly collection will  be 
announced on December 11th and de-
livered after the December 18th dona-
tion date.    Let's collect: new toddler 
and kids’ winter coats; new women’s 
underwear and sports bras, S-
2XL;  new men’s underwear/boxers, M-2XL; men’s 
and women’s T-shirts, M-2X;  individual bags of 
chips and cookies. Desserts can be used by our 
lunch team or delivered to St. Mark.  Monthly col-

lections will be delivered to St 
Mark and will support their site. Ex-
tra supplies will be sent to PADS 
Main Site in Waukegan.   Please 
contact me., 847/269-2287,   
ccichonski@comcast.net, if you 

need pickup of your donation.  

 Carol Cichonski  

 

MORE ON MISSIONS 

PADS 

 A special thank you to Lou Ann Holmes 
and Christina Swanson for making a trip to 
Stade's Farm to pick fresh apples for our lunches 
on November 18th.  

 

 

 

 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

Sunday School 

CALLING ALL CHILDREN FOR  
FUN and PIZZA on DECEMBER 10th! 

 The Sunday School is hosting a creative 
Christmas reading for the second service on De-
cember 18th at 10:30 am. This short reading will be 
learned and rehearsed on December 
10th following our organ concert in 
the sanctuary. The Cookie Walk 
will be in full swing and the church 
buzzing with activity! We will prac-
tice again on Sunday morning, December 18th at 
9:15 before the second service. No prior or future 
Sunday School attendance is required to participate 
in this Christmas gift to our congregation.  

 We are planning a pizza party 
with our noon rehearsal. Come and 
join in on the fun.  Any questions, 
contact either Miss Elisa, 
elisagueffier@gmail.com or Miss 

Debbie debbiegillette1@gmail.com. And many 
thanks to our ever-talented Miss Nicole for select-
ing our reading and staging. 

 Elisa Gueffier  

Sacrament of Baptism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anaya Sage Hofius-Krampe 

Parents: Brian & Christopher, new members  
 

mailto:ccichonski@comcast.net
mailto:elisagueffier@gmail.com
mailto:debbiegillette1@gmail.com


MORE ON OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

UMCA Preschool 

MUSIC 

Organ Concert Series  
 Our Organ Concert Series continues this 
month on December 10th, at 11:00 am. Kay Sutton 
will bring us into this holiday season featuring holi-
day music at the organ. Come enjoy the Cookie 
Walk and pick out your holiday treats. It will be a 
great day to invite friends and family for a great fes-
tive morning at UMCA. 

 Debbie Gillette, Music Director 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN WELLNESS MINISTRY 

Opportunities 
 CWM is offering two opportunities for our 
seniors this month.  The first is Christmas Treats for 
Home Bound Seniors.  We would appreciate your 
help in contributing to and delivering 
Christmas treats  for our home-bound 
seniors.  Bring cookies, hard candy, 
chocolate, etc., to UMCA on December 
19th at 10:00 am. We are soliciting 
names from all three churches.  Please find the sign 
up sheet in Wesley Hall.  Let's spread some JOY! 
 CWM is inviting seniors to attend a craft ses-
sion, Make a Christmas Centerpiece on Friday, De-
cember 17th at United Methodist Church of Antioch 
from 9:00 to 11:00 am.  The materials and brief in-

struction will be provided for 
you to make a small evergreen 
centerpiece with mini-
carnations to take home or give 
as a gift!  A sign up sheet is in 
Wesley Hall. 

 We are continuing to look for volunteers to 
host Golden Gems (GG) luncheons for our over 80 
year old seniors!  A minimum of ten volunteers are 
needed to begin planning, as this is a significant un-
dertaking.  The good news is that we are at seven vol-
unteers.  The first meeting of volun-
teers will focus on establishing ex-
pectations and working guide-
lines.  The GG's have such a good 
time meeting friends that they haven't 
seen in awhile or making new friends!  Lets get them 
out of the house to socialize! 
 Please call me if you have any questions or 
comments (630/399-0089).  Many thanks to all who 
participate in CWM! 

 Carol Frazier, RN 

 

Grief Share 
 A session of Grief Share “Surviving the Hol-
idays” was held on November 17th.  Participants 

found the material very helpful. If you are or 
know someone who is having some grief 
issues with the upcoming holidays, we hope 
to provide some help.  There will be another 
session of “Surviving the Holidays” on De-
cember 14th.  It will be in the All Saints 

Room at the church and the time will  be from 1:00 to 
3:00 pm.  Please pass this information on to others 
who could benefit.   There will not be any charge for 
the meeting.  Please call Judy Degand  847/833-1529 
or Barbara Cantrell 847/804-0361 to register for this 
session. 

 Ken Graesser 



The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

848 Main Street 

Antioch, IL  60002 

Office: 847/395-1259 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt 

Office Email:  umc.antioch@att.net 

Website:  umcantioch.org 

Like us on Facebook:     

       United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

Our regular in-person worship schedule is Sunday 
mornings at 8:00 am & 10:30 am. On December 
25th and January 1st, we will have one service, at 
9:15 am. We also go live on our Facebook page. 
The link for the recorded service can be found on 
our website at umcantioch.org. Please join us in 
person or online for worship! 

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”      

John 14: 26 

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-

mating energy present in all things and captured by none.  Therefore we pray: 

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God 

may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways.  May our own hearts burst 

into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of 

God within each of us.  May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to 

speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others.  May 

the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the 

church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence. 

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our 

church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal 

in your own life at this time for which you are praying.)   —Sister Joan Chittister  

http://umcantioch.org/

