
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

THE MESSENGER 
  “The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is to grow in faith,  

  worship God following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and be instruments of  
 God’s love,  through the Holy Spirit, as we reach out  

to our community and the world.”  
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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...  

 We begin April with the start of our Easter 
celebration. He is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed! East-
er is a season of 50 days be-
cause the Resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ is 
so good, it just cannot be con-
tained to one day. The United 
Methodist Book of Worship 
describes the season this way, “The Easter Season, 
also known as the Great Fifty Days, begins at sun-
set Easter Eve and continues through the Day of 
Pentecost. It is the most joyous and celebrative 
season of the Christian year. It focuses on Christ’s 
resurrection and ascension and on the givings of 
the Holy Spirit on the first Easter (John 20:22-23) 
and the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2). Lessons from 
the Acts of the Apostles replace readings from the 
Old Testament because the early church, empow-

ered by the Holy Spirit, is the 
best witness to the Resurrec-
tion. The ancient Christian 
name for this festival is Pasch, 
derived from the Hebrew pesah 
(‘deliverance’ or ‘passover’), 

thus connecting the Resurrection to the Exodus. 
The origin of the English word Easter is disputed 
but may come from the Anglo-Saxon spring god-
dess Eastre and her festival” (p. 368). 
 As more and more of us qualify and find 
appointments for vaccines, we will have an addi-
tional thing to celebrate during the season of Easter 
this year. Our prayer is that as more and more of us 
receive vaccines, we will be able to keep the 
COVID-19 virus to a minimum for this latest 
wave. We pray that we will be able to keep our-
selves and our friends and neighbors safe, as well. 
Our ReTurn Team is watching the changes that 
our Governor is offering and helping us to navigate 
through this season. We appreciate your patience 
as we continue to hold on as we continue to navi-
gate this time when some of us are vaccinated and 

some of us are not. 
 As we continue through the season of East-
er after my vacation I will be 
starting a sermon series using 
the lectionary texts from 1 John. 
They won’t take us through the 
entire book, but they will help 
us delve a bit more into this tiny 
book near the end of our Bibles that most of us 
don’t pay a lot of attention to! The call for this se-
ries will be looking at the true nature of love and 
what this book has to say about it. 
This series will continue into May, 
so I won’t share all of it now. You’ll 
just have to read the May newsletter 
article! I hope you’ll join us in wor-
ship – however you’re comfortable! 
 
April 4th  John 20:1-18 Healing For-

ever; Easter  
 
April 11th  Annual Conference Wor-

ship Service  
 
April 18th  1 John 3:1-7 Love is No De-

ception;  Native Amer-
ican Ministries Sunday  

April 25th  1 John 3:16-24 Love is 
Truth & Action  

 Pastor Katie Voigt 
 
 
 
 
  

 

  



MESSAGE FROM MIKE 

 Mike DiBenedetto wishes 
everyone a Happy Easter and 
will be back to share some 
thoughts in May. 

 
 

 

STAFF-PARISH 

Diane Franke is retiring! 
 It is with sadness and gratitude that we an-
nounce the retirement of our church administrative 
assistant, Diane Franke, later this spring. UMCA 

has been blessed by Diane's 
efficiency and kindness for the 
past 13 years. Diane has served 
under four ministers and helped 
lead us all during her tenure. 
 Diane has asked to not 
have a "drive in" party as we 
did for Pastor Char last year. 
Instead, starting the beginning 

of May, let's "shower" her with cards, phone calls 
and/or emails to show our appreciation. 
 Heartfelt thanks and praise, Diane, for a job 
well done. We thank God for your time with us. 
UMCA wishes you a great retirement! 

SPRC Planning, Goals, and Thanks 
 The SPRC team discussed the goal of better 
communication for 2021. One of the best ways be-
sides bulletins, 
emails, calling tree, 
etc. is to have 
church committees 
share meeting notes 
with each other. 
This goal was 
shared with committee chairs. Our hope is that more 
folks would know answers to the congregation’s 
questions through this method. Other ideas shared 

were text notification; ex-
plore social media besides 
Facebook, such as Twitter; 
ask Trustees to post a work 
order sheet in Wesley Hall 
to report issues.  

 Special thanks go out to all involved in plan-
ning and implementing our worship, both on line 
and in person. We realize the stress and extra time 
this can place on the team. Plans will be looked into 
to tape just Sunday in-house worship when we get 
back to full worship  times. 

 Dawn Vogel, Staff-Parish Chair 

  
 

 
  
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EARLY ADOPTERS 

 By now you’ve heard a little bit about this 
Early Adopters group, either through a letter in the 
mail, an email, or an announcement in 
worship. This group is a part of a pro-
gram that the Northern Illinois Con-
ference is sponsoring. UMCA is one 
of 12 churches in the conference to 
have been chosen to participate. We 
are working with Paul Nixon, one of the founders 
of the Epicenter Group, a consulting agency work-
ing with churches. According to their Facebook 
page, “the Epicenter team works with scores of new 
and renewing congregations each year across North 
America. Our team has assisted in the birth and de-
velopment of around 120 new faith communities in 
the last few years.” We were nominated by our Dis-
trict Superintendent to be a part of this program 
wherein the conference is trying to strengthen 
churches that already have a firm foundation that 
with a little bit of support might find a springboard 
for growth into a future that wouldn’t have been 
possible otherwise. Seeking the counsel of the Holy 
Spirit and coaching of those who have done this be-
fore seemed wise as we hopefully move out of this 
pandemic season and back into life we choose. 
 The first phase of the project involves gath-
ering information about the history of our congrega-

tion, information about who we are 
currently, and information about 
who our community is. To this end, 
we have combed through the last 
ten years of church conference re-
ports (thank you team who worked 
on this!) to see where we’ve been. 

To see who we are, the survey has been sent to all 
of you and we hope as many of you as possible fill 
that out for us. The last part of this first phase is 
gathering some information about our surrounding 
community – for which we will go to the Internet! 
 After we put these pieces together, the pray-
er is that the Holy Spirit will start making some 
things clearer for us. If we see a clear need in our 
community for something in particular that we have 
the skills to help with, and some willingness to 
move, then we can go in that direction. If we are 
unwilling to go where the Holy Spirit calls us, or if 
we just aren’t ready yet, the next phases will take 
longer. They tell us that this whole process could 
take three to five years, depending on how ready we 
are as a congregation to move and how clear the 
Holy Spirit is in showing us where to go. 
 We will keep you informed as we continue 
in this process!  

 Your Early Adopter Team 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to submit articles for  The 
Messenger by the 15th of the month! 
  

IN THE GARDEN 

 It is spring, and a gardener's fancy turns to-
ward thoughts of – pruning, planting, weeding, wa-
tering, and enjoying the beauty of the gardens. Once 

again the Trustees will sponsor 
a series of “garden parties” on 
the third Saturday of each 
month, April through October, 
at 9:00 am. You won't have to 
come to the garden alone! EVE-
RYONE is welcome to partici-
pate — younger, older, some 
gardening experience, no gar-
dening experience. We welcome 
those too who have extensive 

gardening experience but are experiencing physical 
limitations right now. We would love for you to 
share your gardening knowledge with us – from the 
comfort of out-
door seating. 
Please bring your 
gardening tools 
and join us on 
April 17th, May 
15th, June 19th, 
July 17th, August 
21st, September 
18th, and October 
16th. 

 Heidi Gilday, Jim Menzer, Nancy Zitkus 

FLORAL REMINDER 

 Don't forget to plant a flow-
er in a your special place again this 
year in memory of our Barbara Ge-
otzelman who requested us to do so 
in her letter read at her memorial 

service! 

 Anne Dickson   

WESLEY AFTERNOON CIRCLE 

 LET'S TRY AGAIN...Wesley Afternoon 
Circle WILL meet on Thursday, 
April 15th, at 2:00  pm.  Depend-
ing on the weather, we are unsure 
whether the meeting will be inside 
or outside...Please bring a picture 
of your favorite flower and its his-
tory to share! 

 Anne Dickson 

 

MISSIONS 

PADS 

 Thank you everyone for all of your dona-
tions.  I hope the picture below shows the bounty of 
your generosity.  

 Let's focus on babies and small 
kids for this coming month's drive, 
which will  be announced on Sunday, 
April 17th with April 24th as our collec-
tion target.  See below for some sugges-
tions.  Please remember pop tops and 
not to include anything that 

needs refrigeration.  

• Oatmeal cups, cereal 

• Baby food, formula 

• Raisins, fruit cups 

• Yogurt that does not need to be refrigerated 

• Spaghettios, mac and cheese  

• Diapers (small packages, all sizes) 

• Juice boxes 

• Diaper rash cream, lotion, wipes 
• Gift cards for Walmart, Target, 

Meijer 
 Please call the church office, 847/395-
1259 or call/email Carol Cichonski, 847/265-1214, 
cciconski @comcast.net with requests for donation 
pick up, if you are unable to bring your donation to 
church.  

 Carol Cichonski 
  
Missions Committee 
 The Missions Commit-
tee is planning to have the 
"Epiphany in July" Baby Dia-
per and Supply Drive on July 
11th. The collection will go to 
Open Arms Mission. Further 
information will be given closer to the date. 

 Becky Reckamp. Missions Chair  



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 Anne Dickson represented our UMW at an 
Elgin District Zoom event called "Light My Way,” 
which included a worship with Communion and 
group discussions. This event was held on Saturday, 
March 20th, 2021 from 10:00 am to noon.  

   
 

 

 

  

 

SALLIE CHECKS FOR RACCOONS! 

CHURCH DIRECTORIES HERE! 

 The Church Directories are finally 
here!  The directories will be available for pick up at 
the church.  Thank you all for your patience during 
Lifetouch's shut down due to COVID-19.  They 
closed for many months 
during the pandemic and 
when they returned, they 
continued work on our 
directory with a skeleton 
crew.  There are some 
mistakes in the Directory 
so a Correction Page has 
been inserted in each 
one.  I was unable to re-
submit for correction re-
quests, so please accept 
my apologies.   
 I want to thank the wonderful women who 
have worked on this project with me: Many thanks 
to Carolyn Keller, Nancy Rae, Carleen Wurster 
and Diane Franke.  Also many thanks to the people 
who volunteered at the tables last year when the pic-
tures were being taken: Carolyn Keller, Heather 
Menzer, Leta Sathoff, Shelby Wais, Tamara 
Knodell, Dawn Vogel, Kathleen Bleyaert, Janet 
Fluck, Margaret Zeller, Pat Wagner, Nancy 
Zitkus, and Carleen Wurster and Toodles.   
 Carolyn and I appreciate all your patience 
and understanding, and hope you enjoy and find 
useful this new Church Directory.   

 Barbara Cantrell 

GRIEFSHARE 

 GriefShare scheduled to start April 1st is 
being delayed until early September, hopefully in 
the church. No one signed up for April.  We encour-
age people who would like a support group to con-
tact us.  Should you or someone you know want to 
be part of a group, contact Barbara Cantrell at 
847/804-0361 or Ken Graesser at 847/420-0241. 

 Ken Graesser 

CHRISTIAN WELLNESS 

Covid Vaccine Update  
 Over 375,000 people have registered on the 
Lake County AllVax Portal. The shortage of 
COVID vaccine remains. The county has been told 
to expect an increase of supply in April; additional 
vaccination centers 
will open as supplies 
increase. 
 The LCHD 
call center hours are 
Monday through Fri-
day, 9:00 am to 5:00 
pm (847/377-8130) 
to answer ques-
tions.  Additional volunteers have been added to 
take calls from Lake County seniors aged 65 and 
older during special senior hours to register them 
into AllVax, resolve problems, and help find ap-
pointments for vaccinations.  Press option #1. 

  Tuesdays: Noon to 3 p.m. 
  Thursdays: 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
  Fridays: Noon to 3 p.m. 

 Please check with any sen-
iors you know to give them the 
Senior Call Center info.  Any sen-
iors who are homebound should 
call; LCHD has teams to 
make home visits for those unable 
to leave their home.  Seniors who 
are without a means to travel to a 
location for vaccination should call 
as transportation can be arranged.  We want to 
make sure that everyone in Lake County who wants 
a COVID vaccination receives one.  You can help. 

 Carol Frazier, RN, Christian Wellness Chair 



 

 

 

 

 LAY LEADERS 2021 

 The following is a comprehensive list of our 
lay leaders; thank you for your service! 

Church Council 
 Chair   Bert Kibbler 
 Vice Chair  Carol Dunn 
 Recording Secretary Carol Cichonski 
Board of Trustees 
 Chair   Sallie Stoner 
 Vice Chair  Greg Collins 
Chair Finance   Jerry Topcik 
Chair Staff-Parish  Dawn Vogel 
Programs 
 Annual Conference  
 Alternate  Carolyn Keller 
 Lay Equalization Carol Dunn 
 President UMW Audrey VanSlochteren 
 Treasurer  Robin Kessell 
 Finance Secretary Diane Franke 
 Sunday School 
      Superintendent Elisa Guiffier 
 Missions  Becky Reckamp 
 Safe Sanctuary  Nancy Rae 
 Youth Leaders  Aimee Bemis 
    Beth Stahl 
 Christian Wellness Carol Frazier 
Members at Large 
 Caroline Adams Ron Mathias 
 Betty Collins  Jeannine Leonhart 
 Nancy Zitkus  Barbara Cantrell 
 Heidi Gilday  Susan Stansfield 

Administrative Committees 
Board of Trustees 
 Walt Cichonski  Jim Menzer 
 Don Skidmore  Bob Raukohl 
 Irv Metz  Greg Collins 
 Sallie Stoner  Jerry Topcik 
 Lisa Williams 
Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
 Matt Savers  Heather Menzer 
 Mike DeBenedetto Dawn Vogel 
 Nancy Rae  Phil Georgia 
 Denny Sathoff  Mike Lapke 
 Beth Stahl 
Lay Leadership Committee 
 Dawn Vogel  Carol Dunn 
 Jeannine Leonhart Jim Menzer 
 Bob Thompson  Valerie Lapke 
Finance/Endowment/Stewardship Committee 
 Andrew Bemis  Ken Graesser 
 Tom Kessell  Janet Fluck 
 Tamara Knodell Jerry Topcik 
 Joanne Rae 
Memorial Committee 
 Evie Skidmore  Clint Glover 
 Carol Maplethorpe J. and B. Padbury 
 Vi Kluth  Mike DeBenedetto 
   
 

UMCA PRESCHOOL MESSAGE 

 Butterbraids for sale! The UMCA Pre-
school usually does this fundraiser every year, and 
it is always a big success 
for us. If anyone is inter-
ested in ordering the cof-
fee cakes or cookie dough 
we will be starting the sale 
on Monday, March 29th, 
and we will be taking or-
ders until Thursday, April 
15th. The Butterbraids/Cookie Dough will be 

available to be picked up at the 
church on Thursday, April 29th 
between 10:30 am and 12:00 
noon. The orders will be brought 
out to your car. Anyone interest-
ed in placing an order can con-

tact Kim Dodd at 847/395-1362 or by email 
at umcapreschool316@gmail.com. Products may 
be seen at ritebite fundraising. 

 Kim Dodd, UMCA Preschool Director 

LAY LEADERS, continued 

Missions Committee  
 Shelby Wais  Anne Dickson 
 Leta Sathoff  Becky Reckamp 
 Judy Degand  Sally Rodgers 
 LouAnn Holmes Carleen Wurster 
Serving Ministry 

 Christian Wellness Carol Dunn 

    Caroline Adams 

    Anne Dickson 

    Carol Cochonski 

 Sunday School Elisa Guiffier 

 PADS Ministry Carol Cichonski 

 Bible Study Leaders Becky Reckamp 

    Audrey VonSlochteren 

    Heather Menzer 

 Safe Sanctuary Dawn Vogel 

 Worship Team  Pastor Katie 

    Debbie Gillette 

    Nicole Heyl 

 Gratitude Team Ken Graesser 

    Pastor Katie 

    Tom Kessell 

    Aimee Bemis 

 Newsletter  Sue DeRoche 

 Membership  Diane Franke 

 UMCA Preschool Kim Dodd 

mailto:umcapreschool316@gmail.com


Please join us online for worship.  Link provided 
at www.umcantioch.org or on Facebook 

We are also worshipping in person at 9:oo am 
(with the exception of Easter Sunday). You can 
find the link to RSVP for worship each week on 
our webpage. We continue to follow COVID pro-
tocol and evaluate as needed.  

 

The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

848 Main Street 

Antioch, IL  60002 

Office: 847/395-1259 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt 

Office Email:  umc.antioch@att.net 

Website:  umcantioch.org 

Like us on Facebook:     

       United Methodist Church of Antioch 

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”      

John 14: 26 

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-

mating energy present in all things and captured by none.  Therefore we pray: 

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God 

may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways.  May our own hearts burst 

into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of 

God within each of us.  May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to 

speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others.  May 

the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the 

church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence. 

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our 

church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal 

in your own life at this time for which you are praying.)   —Sister Joan Chittister  

http://www.umcantioch.org

