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THE MESSENGER 
  “The mission of the United Methodist Church of Antioch is to grow in faith,  

  worship God following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and be instruments of  
 God’s love,  through the Holy Spirit, as we reach out  

to our community and the world.”  
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FROM PASTOR KATIE’S KEYBOARD...  

 We have spent our Lenten season looking at 
how we look for love in all the wrong places. We 
seek leadership and authority from people who 

don’t follow the One who 
teaches grace and mercy. 
We think that our cultural 
assumptions speak truth 
to our lives, when they 
only get in the way of 
critical examination of 

our world. We have had to admit that each of us 
needs help at some point, and our belief that we 
will always be the helper simply isn’t true. We 
looked at how we need to seek and find the Resis-
tor who challenges our status quo – not just resist-
ing for resisting’s sake. We have wrestled with the 
life-giving water that Jesus gives that quenches our 
thirst when our first instinct is to find the closest, 
sometimes tainted water, that fills but does not sat-
isfy. We have been looking for love in all the 
wrong places. 
 When we seek Love from the right place, 

we find grace, mercy, and for-
giveness waiting for us. We find 
the One who created us in the 

first place – who made room in God’s 
very being – for us to exist – as Bish-
op Dan Schwerin talked about at his 
installation. We will find water that sustains and 
doesn’t just slake our thirst, but carries us into the 

future. I hope that this series 
has challenged each of us in 

ways that has produced growth in our relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 
 As we enter Holy Week, I pray that you will 
join us as we continue our search for Love in places 
that will actually produce fruit! If you have a 
chance to RSVP for Thurs-
day’s service before Palm 
Sunday, that would be help-
ful. The service will take 

place while we are having dinner together in Wes-
ley Hall – so we want to make sure we have 
enough food for everyone. And then, we will sit 
together in the pain of Friday. And 
finally, we will rejoice together at 
the Good News of Easter morning 
– and continue rejoicing all the 
way up to Pentecost! I pray you’ll join us. 

April 2  Palm Sunday 
 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29;  
 Matthew 21:1-11   
 Look for the Unexpected  
 Communion 

April 6  Holy Thursday  
  6:30pm Love Feast - Dinner 

 John 13:1-2; Matthew 26:17-19; 
 John 13:2-17; John 13:33-35;  
 John 26:27-29; John 26:39, 42;  
 Luke 23:34 

April 7  Good Friday 
  A Service of Tenebrae 6:30 pm 

April 9  Easter Sunday 
  John 20:1-18; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
  Love Wins    
  Communion 

April 16 Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9 
  Fullness of Joy 

April 23 Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Peter 1:17– 
  23   
  Loosening the Bonds 

April 30 Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25 
  Guardian of the Soul 

 Pastor Katie Voigt 

  

     



WHAT’S YOUR ANSWER? 

 I was listening to NPR radio driving back to 
Antioch last month. The host of the program was 
interviewing a person who had traveled all 48 con-

tiguous states. He did so for the 
purpose of finding common, eve-
ryday people and asking them, 
“What have you learned and ben-
efited from in your lifetime?” 

Many comments were related during the program. 
The host finally asked the guest, “Was there an an-
swer that stood out in the thousand or so you’ve 
gathered?” “One in particular did,” he replied. He 
asked a man what had he learned in his lifetime. 
Without hesitation the man said, “Being there!” 
That thought provoking answer sure made my trip 
home a lot shorter. What does Being There mean 
for you? 

 Michael DeBenedetto 

MISSIONS 

Special Sunday Appeal 
 This month, we have a Northern Illinois 
Conference Special Sunday Appeal that matches 
well with one of our US-Based Mission Links, Tree 
of Life Ministry.  Look for more information about 
both of these UM sponsored missions at https://
www.umcnic.org/MissionLinks  
Native American Ministries Special Sunday Ap-
peal  
 This is on April 23rd, Northern Illinois 
Fund #769. On this Sunday when you give to the 

Native American Min-
istries Sunday offering, 
you help indigenous 
ministries thrive. Your 
gifts may support a Na-
tive American seminary 
student’s tuition, pro-

vide continuing education for pastors enrolled in the 
Native American Course of Study, secure a grant to 
churches that need to restore their worship space or 
other challenges, assist the work of your annual con-
ference’s Committee on Native American Minis-
tries, and much more. 
US-Based Mission Link:  Tree of Life Ministry, 
Pierre, SouthDakota (#123615)  
 This is part of the working 
hands and feet of God for the Sicangu 
Lakota Nation, residing on the Rose-
bud Reservation serving the body, 
mind, and soul. They feed, clothe, shel-
ter and love. They demonstrate His 
love, power, and grace to a broken, 

hurting society.  https://treeofliferelief.org  
  
 

 

 

MORE ON MISSIONS 

 Their goals: 1) Increase Soup Kitchen quali-
ty and quantity of food in support of greater overall 
health and wellness because of diet. 2) Increase di-
rect service in Thrift Store Ministry to increase rev-
enue, create faster turnover of inventory, and serve 
more individuals. 3) In-
crease Volunteers in Mis-
sion visits to increase rela-
tionship building toward 
reconciliation, depth, and breadth of stakeholder’s 
knowledge, thereby expanding the number of peo-
ple praying, caring and supporting them. 
ElderCARE  
 ElderCARE Lake County  On March 26th, 
we welcomed Nancy Alongi (Program Director) for 
Eldercare of Lake County, a resource for seniors in 
our county. Volunteering with ElderCARE provides 

a flexible and meaningful way 
to improve the lives of our com-
munity members. Volunteers 
can choose their own schedules, 
and ElderCARE provides addi-
tional insurance to volunteer 
drivers. 

Volunteer opportunities in-
clude: 

• Driving a homebound old-
er adult to a medical appoint-
ment 

• Grocery shopping for an 
older adult 

•     Visiting an older adult (or 
making phone calls) to reduce loneliness and social 
isolation 

 Carol Cichonski 

 
 

UMCA PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISER 

TUESDAY, APRIL 4TH, 2:00-3:30 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 4:30-5:30 

Bring your kids and camera and have your 

picture taken with Stella the Baby Sloth! 

This is a rare opportunity!  

$10 donation/photo 

Proceeds go to the UMCA Preschool. 

https://www.umcnic.org/MissionLinks
https://www.umcnic.org/MissionLinks
https://www.treeofliferelief.org/
https://treeofliferelief.org/
https://www.eldercarelakecounty.org/


 

MORE ON MISSIONS 

PADS: Providing Advocacy, Dignity & Shelter 
 Thank you, Vi Kluth, for your incredible 
donation of over $1,000 in gift cards to 
Walmart.  The PADS staff was so excited and 
thankful.  Big gifts are wonderful, smaller gifts al-
ways add up to bigger gifts, and all donations are 
needed and appreciated. Check out our monthly 
wish list below. 

 
      From PADS Staff 
 
 
 
 UMCA monthly collection will to be an-
nounced on April 16th and delivered after the April 
23rd donation date.    Requested items include: 

• Gift cards for fast food restaurants 

• Microwavable dinners in bowls such as Easy 
Mac, Chef Boyardee, Dinty 
Moore meals, 

•     Soups in microwavable con-
tainers such as Cup of Soup, Ra-
men Cups. 
 Monthly collections will be delivered 
to PADS Main Site in Waukegan.   Please contact 
Carol Cichonski, ccichonski@comcast.net or 
847/269-2287 if you need pickup of your donation.   

 Lunches: It's spring! And that 
means the end of the rotating PADS 
sites for the season.  We have only 
two more nights of lunch prepara-
tions, April 7th (Youth Group) and 
April 21st.  Thanks to all who helped 
with hands, supplies, and prayers.   

 Carol Cichonski 

 

 

 
 

 
 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

Sunday School 
 Sunday School is looking forward to Easter! 
We invite all children to join us on Easter Sunday 
to share the story of Christ's Resurrection and then 
take part in a craft activity and egg hunt. 
 Recently in Sunday School we discussed 
the theme of forgiveness in the Parable of the 
Prodigal Son. The kids constructed unique signs 
using craft sticks to remind us all how God forgives 
us and how we should in turn forgive others. The 
signs are on display in the hallway of the education 
wing. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Elisa Guiffier 

UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH 

 United Women of 
Faith will begin meeting 
again on April 5th at 11:45. 
Please bring a sack lunch and 
something to drink if you 
don’t care for coffee which 
will be provided along with 
dessert. Also a small dona-
tion is taken. UWF is open to all women. If you 
have any questions, please see Leta Sathoff or call 
847/395-3066. Hope to see you  all there! 

 LetaSathoff 
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MORE ON OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

UMCA Preschool 
 The UMCA Preschool had a productive 
March. We had a field trip to Totally Frogs. We 
learned that only male frogs make noise and that 
some frogs only live in water. On March 16th lepre-
chauns visited the preschool and made a mess! We 
found some gold coins that they left behind. We also 
had a visit from Howard Greier, who brought his 
model trains!  
 We all enjoyed a week off for spring break 
and we are looking forward to having an Easter egg 
hunt and learning about Jesus and Easter when we 
return.  
 We are planning two fundraisers. The first is 
with Stella the Baby Sloth and is described on page 
2 of this Messenger..  
 The second fundraiser is with Antioch Pizza 
on April 5th. If anyone orders on that day and men-
tions the preschool at the time of payment, the pre-
school will receive 15% of the proceeds. A coupon 
is attached to page 5. You do not need the coupon, 
but you must make reference to it and the pre-
school when purchasing. 

 
  

 
 
 

  

MORE ON OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

UMCA Preschool, continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Kim Dodd,  UMCA Preschool Director 

 



In the Gardens 

 Spring is here, and we turn our thoughts to-
ward taking care of the gardens surrounding the 
church: the front and back door gardens, the Memo-

rial Garden, and the Pollinator Pock-
et. We will resume our morning gar-
dening sessions the third Saturday each 
month, spring through fall at 9:00 am. 
This year our first work day will be 

Saturday, April 21st. There’s always lots of pruning 
to be done early in the spring, so 
we could use extra help. The sub-
sequent morning gardening dates 
are May 20th, June 17th, July 
15th, August 19th, and September 
16th. Anyone with any level of gardening experi-
ence (including none) is welcome to join in. Please 
bring your own gardening tools and plan on spend-
ing a couple of hours. Please contact Heidi Gilday at 
847/313-5342 or heidianette@att.net with any ques-
tions. 

 Heidi Gilday 

CHRISTIAN WELLNESS MINISTRY 

 Our new team is well on its way to bringing 
back the Golden Gems luncheons for those 80 years 
and older.  We will be sending out invitations for 
the luncheon at UMCA on May 
18th!  It will be a combination celebra-
tion of Mother's Day and Father's 
Day.  We have solicited names from 
UMCA, former St. Stephen’s Lutheran 
Church and St. Ignatius Episcopal 
Church. We didn't want to exclude an-
yone who had attended before the COVID shut 
down. 
 Why are the Golden Gems luncheons so im-
portant?  It has been proven that as we age friend-
ships help us stay connected to our community and 
make life richer.  Friendships and close connections 
with family help a senior feel better both mentally 
and physically. Many of the seniors in our Golden 
Gems group have known each other for some time 

but with the COVID shut 
down have had limited 
contact with each oth-
er.  We're all looking for-
ward to being together 

again! 
 Currently our team consists of Dawn Vogel, 
Linda Hensgen, Carol Dunn, Cheryl Collins, Mary 
Geier, and Jeannine Leonhart,   Heidi Gilday, 
Mary Kay Giebelhaus, and Carol Cichonski have 
also volunteered to help. 

  

 

 

CHRISTIAN WELLNESS, continued 

 Currently we are looking for donations of 
coffee mugs as regular coffee cups are 
often difficult for seniors to manage. If 
you have any mugs that you would 
like to donate, please leave them on 
the kitchen table in UMCA.  They 
should not be the extra large mugs or 
have small handles! Thank you so much for your 
help! 

 Carol Frazier, RN 

EASTER PRAYER 

When everything was dark 
and it seemed that the sun would never shine again, 
your love broke through. 

Your love was too strong, 
too wide, 
too deep 
for death to hold. 

The sparks cast by your love 
dance and spread 
and burst forth 
with resurrection light. 

Gracious God, 
We praise you for the light of new life 
made possible through Jesus. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that continues to shine in our hearts today. 

We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy, 
will live in us each day; 
and that we will be bearers of that light 
into the lives of others. 
Amen. 

 Rev. Michaela Youngson  
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coupon, or just  
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The United Methodist Church of Antioch 

848 Main Street 

Antioch, IL  60002 

Office: 847/395-1259 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Voigt 

Office Email:  umc.antioch@att.net 

Website:  umcantioch.org 

Like us on Facebook:     

       United Methodist Church of Antioch 

 

Our regular in-person worship schedule is Sunday 
mornings at 8:00 am & 10:30 am. We also go live 
on our Facebook page. The link for the recorded 
service can be found on our website 
at umcantioch.org. Additionally, we will gather for 
worship at 6:30 pm on Thursday, April 6th and 
Friday, April 7th. Please join us in person or online 
for worship!  

[Jesus said] “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”      

John 14: 26 

The Holy Spirit embodies the life force of the universe, the power of God, the ani-

mating energy present in all things and captured by none.  Therefore we pray: 

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit bring fire to the earth so that the presence of God 

may be seen in a new light, in new places, in new ways.  May our own hearts burst 

into flame so that no obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of 

God within each of us.  May we come to trust the Word of God in our heart, to 

speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others.  May 

the Jesus who filled [all kinds of people] with his Holy Spirit fill the world and the 

church with new respect for [all people’s value], power, and presence. 

Give us, Great God, a sense of the Breath of Spirit within us as we pray for our 

church, our community, our Christian Education department, and … (State the goal 

in your own life at this time for which you are praying.)   —Sister Joan Chittister  

http://umcantioch.org/

